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5 (20309 | 
ſcond Ali, the youngeſt Ahmed, and the Princeſs bis - 


The Princeſs Nouronnihar was the Daughter of a youn- 
ger Brother of the Sultan's, to whom the Sultan in his- 
Life-time allowed a conſiderable Revenue; but that 
Prince had not been married long, before he died and left 
the Princeſs very young. The Sultan, in Conſiderat ion 
that there was always a brotherly Love and Friendſhip be- 
tween them, and that the Prince his Brother was attach'd_ 
to his Perſon, took upon him ſelf the Care of his Daugli- 
ter's Education, and brought her up in his Palace with the- 
three Princes; where her Wit and Beauty, which were 
ſingular, and her Virtue diſtinguiſh'd her among all the 
Princeſſes of her Time. | 

The Sultan her Uncle propoſed to marry her, when ſhe. 
arrived at a proper Age, and to-contract an Alliance with 
ſome neighbouring Prince by that Means: But when he 
perceived, that the three Princes his Sons loved her paſſio- 
nately, he thought more ſeriouſly on that Affair. He 
was very much concern'd, but his Grief did not proceed 
from their Paſſions preventing his forming an Alliance he 
deſigned : But the Difficulty he foreſaw to make them a- 
gree, and that the two youngelt ſhou'd conſent to yield 
her up to their elder Brother. He ſpoke to each of them a- 
part; and after having remonſtrated the Impoſſibility of 
one Princeſs's being the Wife of three, and the Trouble 
they might create, if they perſiſted in their Paſſion; he 
did all he could to perſwadethem to come to ſtand to a De- 
clara: ion of the Princeſs's in favour of one of them, or- 
to deſiſt from their Intentions, and to- think of other 
Matches among the neighbouring Princes. But as he 
found them poſitively obſtinate, he {ent for them all toge- 


ther, and fa'd to them, Children, ſince for your Good and 


Quiet I have not been able to per ſwade you no longer to a- 
ſpire to the Princeſs your Couſmm; and as I have no Incli- 
nation to make uſe of my Authority to give her to one 
preferable before the other two, | fancy l have thoughtof 
a proper Expedient, which will pieaſe you all, and preſer ve 


tue Union among you, it you will but hear me, and do . | 


. © 
G * . 1 
— 1 >» * — 


11 


A1 Arabian Word chat ſignifies Day-light. - 
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would have you. I think it would not be amifs; if eve-. 
ry one travelled ſeparately into different Countries, ſo that 
you might not meet each other; and as yon know I am 
very curious, and delight in every thing that's fingular, I 
promiſe my Niece in Marriage to him, that ſhall bring me 
the moſt extraordinary Rarity ; and for the Purchaſe of the 
Rarity you ſhall goin ſearch atter, and the Expence of tra- 


velling, I will give youevery one a Sum of Money agree-- 


able to your Birth, which ſhall not be laid out in Equipage 
and Attendants, which by diſcovering who you were, 
would not only deprive you of the Liberty to acquit your 
f>lves of the Inquiry you go about, but prevent your ob- 
ſerving thoſe things, which merit the moſt your Attenti- 
on, and may be the moſt uſetul to you. | 
As the three Princes were always ſubmiſſive and obe- 

dient to the Sultan s Will, and each flatter'd himſelf, For- 
tune might prove favourable to him, and give him the 


Poſſeſſion of the Princeſs Nouronnihar, they all conſented 


to it. The Sultan paid them the Money he promiſed them; 
and that very Day they gave Orders for the Preparations 
for their Travels, and took theit Leaves of the Sultan, that 
they might be the more ready to go the next Morning. 
Accordingly they all ſet out at the ſame Gate of the City, 
each dreſs d like a Merchant attended by an Officer ot Con- 


fidence dreſs dlike a Slave, and all well mounted and equipt. 


They went the firſt Day's Journey together, and lay all at 


an Inn, where the Road was divided into three different 
Tracts. At Night, when they were at Supper together, 
they all agreed to travel for a Year, and to make that Inn 


their Rendezvous; and that the firſt that came, ſhould 
wait for the reſt; that as they had all three taken their 
Leaves together of the Sultan, they might all return :0- 
gether. The next Morning by break of Day, after they 


had embraced and wiſh'd each other reciprocally good Suc-- 


ceſs, they mounted their Horſes, and took a different 
Road. 83 | 
Prince Houſſais the eldeſt Brother, who had heard Won- 


ders of the Grandeur, Strength, Riches and Splendour ot 


the Kingdom of Biſaagar, bent his. Courſe towards the: 
Indian Coaſt ; and after three Months travelling joyning 
himſelf to different Caravans, ſometimes over Deierts and 
barren Mountains, and ſometimes thro' rich fertile Coun-- 
tries, 
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tries, arrived at Biſnagar the Capital of the Kingdom of 
that Name, and the Reſidence of its Kings. He went 
and lodg d at a Khan appointed for foreign Merchants, and 
having learnt, that there were four principal Diviſions, 
where Merchants of all Sorts ſold their Commodities and © 
kept Shops, and in the midſt of which ſtood the Caftle, or 
rather the King's Palace, on a large Extent of Ground, as- 
the Center ot the City, and ſurrounded withthree Works; 
and two Leagues diſtant from one Gate to another, he 
went to one of theſe Diviſions the next Day. | 

Prince Houſſain could not view this Diviſion without 
Admiration : It was large, and divided into ſeveral Streets, 
all vaulted and ſhaded from the Sun, and yet very lighttoo. 
The © ops were all of a Size and juſt Symmetry, and alk. 
that dealt in the ſame ſort of Goods liv'd in one Street, as 
alſo the Handicrafts Men, who kept their Shops in the- 
{maller Streets. . | 

The Multitude of Shops ſtock'd with all ſorts of Mer-- 
chandizes, as the fineſt Linnens from ſeveaal Parts of India, 
ſome painted in the moſt lively Colours, and repreſenting 
Beaſts, Trees and Flowers; Silks and Brocades trom Per- 
fra, China, and other Places; Porcelain both from Japan 
and China, and Tapeſtries, ſurprized him ſo much, that 
he knew not how to believe his own Eyes; but when he 
came to the Goldſmiths and Jewelers (for thoſe two 
Trades were exerciſed by the ſame Merchants) he was in 
a Rind of Extaſy, to behold ſuch prodigious Quantities of 
wrought Gold and Silver, and was dazzled by the Luſtre 
of Pearls, Diamonds, Rubies, Emeralds, and other Jewels 
expoſed to Sale. But it he was ſo much amazed at the 
Richneſs of one Place, he was much more ſurprizzd, when 
he came to judge of the Wealth of the whole Kingdom, 
by confidering, that except the Braminsand Miniſters af 
the Idols, who proteſs a retired Life, there was nor an In- 
dian, thro' the Extent of that Kingdom, Man nor Woman, 
but what wore Necklaces, Bracelets and Ornaments about 

their Legs and Feet, ot Pearls, and other Jewels, which 

appeared with the greater Luſtre, as they were Blacks. 

Another thing Prince Houſſain particularly admired, was 
the great Number of Roſe-ſcllers, who crowded the 
Streets; for the Indians are ſo great Lovers of that Flow-. 
er, that not one will ſtir withouta Noſegay in his Hand,” 
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or a Garland on his Head; and the Merchants keep them in 
Pots in their Shops, that the Air is perfect y perfumed. 
After Prince Houſſain had run thro' that Diviſion, Street 
by Street, his Thoughts fully employ'd in the Riches he 
had ſen, he was very much tir'd ; which a Merchant per- 
ceiving, Civilly invited him to fit down in his Shop, and 
be accepted ot; but had not been ſat down long, betorc he 
ſaw a Crier paſs by with a piece of Tapeſtry on his Arm 
about ſix Foot ſquare, and cry d it at thirty Purſes. The 
Prince cali'd to the Cryer, and ask d him to ſee the Tape- 
ſtry, which ſeemed to him to be valued at an exorbitant 
Price, not only for the Size of it, but the Meanneſs of the 
Stuff; when be had examined it well, he told the Cryer, 
that he could not comprehend how ſo ſinall a Piece of Ta- 
Er and of ſo indifferent Appearance, could be ſer at ſo 
igha Price? 5 | 
The Cryer, who took him for a Merchant, reply'd, f 
this Price ſeems ſo extravagant to you. your Amuſement 
wil: be greater, when 1 te. lyou, I have Orders to raiſe it to 
forty Purles, and not to part with it under. Certainly, an- 
ſwered Prince Houſſain, it mult have * y ex- 
traordinary in it, which I know nothing of. You: have 
gueſſed it, Sir, reply d the Cryer, and will own it, when 
Fou come to know, that whoever fits on this piece of 
Tapeſtry, may be tranſported in an Inſtant, wherever he 
; OS be, without being ſtopt by any Obſtacle... 
At this Diſcourſe of the Cryer, che Prince of the Indies 
conſidering, that the principal Motive of his Travel, was 
to carry the Sultan his Father Home ſome ſingular Rarity, 
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1 thought, that he could not meet with any, Which could 
4 "ve Fin more Satisfaction. If the Tapeſtry, ſaid he to 
14 | the Cryer. has the Virtue you aſlign it, I ſhall not think 
1 forty Purſes too much, but ſhall make you a preſent beſides. 
li | | Sir, reply d the Cryer, FE have told you the Truth, and its 
9 aneaſy Matter to convince you of it, as ſoon as you have | 
53 made the Bargain for forty Purſes, on Condition I ſhe v | 
T you the Experiment: But as I ſuppoſe, you have not ſo | 
1 much about you. and to receiye them, I muſt go with 
vau to your Khan where you lodge; with the Legre of t 
the Maſter of the Shop, we will ga into the back Shop, 


and I will ſpread the Tapeſtry, and when we have both 
At down, and you hars formed the Wiſhto be tranſported 
2 8 - into 
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into your Apartment in the Xhan, if we are not tranſport-- 
ed thirher, it ſhall be no Bargain, and you ſhall be at your 
Liberty. As to your preſent, tho' Iam-paid for my Trou- 
ble by the Seller, I ſhall receive it as a Favour, and be very 
much obliged to you, and thankful. : 
On the Credit of the Cryer, the Prince accepted the 
Conditions, and coneluded the Bargain, and having got 
the Maſter's Leave, they went into his back Shop, they 
both fat down on it, and as ſoon as the Prince form'd his 
Wiſh, to be tranſported into his Apartment at the Khan, 
he preſently found himſelf and the Cryer there in the ame 
fituation; and as he wanted not a more ſufficient Proof of 
the Virtue of the Tapeſtry, he counted the Cryer out for- 
ty rr in Gold, and gave him twenty pieces for him 
ſelt. 

In this Manner Prince Houſſain became the Poſſeſſor of 
the Tapeſtry, and was overjoyed, that at his Arrival at Bif- 
»agar,he had found ſo rare a piece, which he never diſputed 
would gain him the Poſſeſſion of Nouronnihar. Infhort, 
he looked upon it as an impoſſible Thing for the Princes, 
his younger Brothers, to meet with any Thing to be com- 
pared with it. It was in his Power by fitting on his Ta- 
peſtry, to beat the Place of Rendezvouz, that very Day: 
But as he was obliged to ſtay there for his Brothers, as they 
had agreed: But as he was curious to ſee the King of Biſna- 
gar, and his Court; and to inform himſelt of the Strength, 
Laws, Cuſtoms, and Religion of the Kingdom, he choſe 
to make a longer Abode there, and to ſpend ſome Months 
in ſatisfying his Curioſity. 5 

- It was a Cuſtom of the King of Biſnagar, to give all 
ſtrange Merchants Acceſs to his Perſon once a Week; and 
by that Title Prince Hewſſain, who would not be known, 
fiw him often: And as this Prince was handſome, witty, - 
and extreme polite, he eaſily diſtinguiſhed himſelf among 
the Merchants, and was preferred before them all by the 
Sultan, vvho addreſſed himſelf to him to be inform'd of 
the Sultan of the Indies Perſon, and of the Goverment, 
Strength, and Riches of his Dominions. | 

- The reſt of his Time the Prince ſpent in ſeeing what 
was moſt remarkable, in and about the City, and among | 
_ thoſe Things, which were moſt worthy of PS 
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be vifiteda Temple of Idols, which was built all of Braſs. 


It was about ten Cubits ſquare, and fifteen high, and that 


which was the greateſt Ornament to it, was an Idol, the 


Height of a Man, of maſſey Gold; its Eyes were two Ru- 
bies, ſet ſo artificially, that it ſeemed to look at thoſe, who 


looked at it, which Side ſoever they ſtood : Beſides this, 


there was another no leſs curious, ina Village, inthe midſt 


of a Plain, of ten Arches, which was a delicious Garden. 
full of Roſes, and the choiceſt Flowers, - ſurrounded with 
a ſmall Wall, Breaſt high, to keep Cattle out. In the midſt 

bj a Terraſs, a Man's Height, ſo nice- 


of this Plain was raiſe 
ly paved, that the whole Pavement ſeem'd to be but one 


tingle Stone. A Temple was erected in the middle of this 
Terraſs, with a Dome about fitty Cubits high; and might 


be ſeen for ſeveral Leagues about. Ir was thirty Cubits 


long, and twenty broad; the Marble, of which it was 


built, was red, and extremely-well poliſhed. The Inſide 
of the Dome was adorned with three Rows of fine Pain- 


| tings: And in ſhort, there was not a Place in the whole 
Temple, but what was embelliſhed-with Baſſo Relie vos, 


and Figures of Idols, from Top to Bottom. 
Every Night and Morning there were ſuperſtitious Ce- 


temonies performed in this Temple, which were always 
ſucceeded. with Sports, Concerts of Muſick, Dancing, 
S noing, and Feaſts. The Miniſters of the Temple, and 
the [nhabitants of the Place, had nothing to ſubſiſt on, but 


the Offerings of Pilgrims, who came in Numbers trom. 
the moſt diſtant Parts of the Kingdom, to perform their 


Vows. 


Beſides all this, Prince Houſſain was a Spectator of 1 
lemn Feaſt, which was celebrated every Vear at the Court 


of Biſnagar, at which all the Governors of Provinces and 


fortified Places, all Governors and Judges of Towns, and 
the moſt celebrated Bramius were obliged to be preſent; 


and ſome lived ſo far off, that they were four Months in 


coming. This Aſſembly compoſed of ſuch an innumera- 
ble Multitude of Indians, met in a Plain, of a vaſt Extent, 


was a glorious Sight. In the Center of this Plain was e- 
rected a large Scaffolding, of nine Rows of Penches, in- 
cloſed on one Side by a fine Building, and ſupported by for- 
8 Pillars. This Place was raiſed for the King and his - 


and thoſe Strangers he admitted to the Audience 


once 


. ae; 
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once a Week: Within it was adorn d and furniſhed magnĩ- 
ficently; and on the Outſide were painted fine Landskips, 
wherein all Sorts of Beaſts, Birds, and Inſects, ſo much, 
as Flies, were drawn very natural. Three other Scaffolds 
of about four or five Benches, and painted almoſt all alike, 
formed the other three Sides. But what was more parti- 
cular in theſe Scaffolds, they could make them change 
their Situation every Hour. 

On each Side of this place, at ſome Diſtance from each 
other, were ranged great Numbers of Elephants, ſump- 
tuouſly harneſs'd, and each loaded with a wooden Caſtle 
upon his Back, finely gilt, within each of which were Mu- 
ſicians and Stage-players: The Trunks, Ears, and Bodies 
of theſe Elephants, were painted with Cinnabar, in which 
were repreſented Groteſque Figures. 

But what Prince Houſſain moſt of all admired, was the 
ingenious Addreſs and invention of the Indians, to make- 
a large Elephant ſtand with his four Feet on a Poſt, which: 
was fixed into the Earth, and ſtood out of it above two - 
Foot, and beat Time, with his Trunk, to the Muſick. 
Beſides this there was another Elephant as big as this, and 
no leſs ſurpriſing. which being ſet upon a Board, which 
was laid a- croſs a ſtrong Rail about ten Foot high, with a 
great Weight at the other End, which ballanced him, kept 
Time by the Motions of his Body, and Ti unk, with the 
Muſick, as wellas the other Elephant, and both in the Pre- 
ſence of the King and his whole Court. | | 

Prince Houſſain might have made a longer Abode in the 
Kingdom and Court of Fiſnagar, where he might have 
been agreeably diverted, till the Day he and his FProthers 


2 


ad appointed to meet on: But he was ſo well ſatisfied with 


what he had ſeen; aud his Thoughts ran ſo much upon the 
Object of his Love; that after his good Succeſs in meet-- 
ing with this Tapeſtry, the Beauty and Charms of the 
Princefs Nouronnihar increaſed every Day the Violence of 
his Paſſion, and he fancied, he ſhould be the more ealy and 
happy, the nearer he was to her. After he had ſatisfied the 
Miſter of the Khan for his Apartment, and told him the 
Hour when he might come for the Key; he ſhut his Door, 
put the Key on the Outſide, and fpreading the Tapeſtry he 
and the Officer he had brought with him, fat down, and as 
loon as he had formed his Wiſh, were tranſported "_ 
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Inn, at which he and his Brothers were to meet, and 
where he paſſed tor a Merchant, till they came. 

Prince Ali, Prince, Hozeſſain's feeond Brother, who de- 
Higned to travel into Perſa, to conform himfelf to the In. 
tention of the Sultan of the Indies, took the Road, having 
three Days, after he parted with his Brothers, joined a Ca- 
Tavan, and after four Days Travel arrived at Schirax. which 
was the Capital of the Kingdom of Pera; and having in 


the Way contracted a Fricudſhip with ſome Merchants. 
paſted fora Jeweller, and lodged in the ſame Khan with 


them. | 

Thenext Morning, while the Merchants opened their 
Bales of Merchandizes, Prince Ali, who travelted only for 
is Pleaſure, and had brought nothing but juſt Neceſſaries, 
along with him, after he had dreſſed him ſelf, took a Walk 
into that part of the Town, which they at Schiraz call the 
Bexeſtein; which was a ſp:cious and wel! built ple ce, it 
Leingarched, and thoſe Arches ſupported by large Pillars, 


round which, as well as the Wal:s, there were fine fur- 


aiſhed Shops ot Jewellers, Gold-Smiths, and Traders in 
Sold and Silver Biocades, rich Silks, fine Linens, and other 
choice valuable Merchandices. Prince Ali ſoon ramb.ed 
through all the Bezeſtein, and with Admiration, judged of 
the Riches of the place, by. the prodigious Quantities of 
— moſt precious Merchandices that were expoſed to 
View. | 


But among all the Cryers, who paſſed backwards and 


forwards, with ſeveral Sorts of Goods, offt ring to {ell 
them, he was not a little ſurprized, to ſee one, who held 
an Ivory Proſpective Glaſs in his Hand, of about a Foot in 
Length, and the Thickneſs of a Man's Thumb, and cried 
nat thirty Purſes. At firſt he thought the Cryer mad, and 


to inform-bimſelf, went to a Shop, and ſaid to the Mer- 


chant, who ſtood at the Door, Pray, Sir, is not that Man, 
| (pointing to the Cryer, who cried the Ivory Proſpective 


Glaſs at thirty Purſes,) mad? if he is not, I am very much 
deceived. Indeed, Sir, anſwered the Merchant, he was 


in his right Senſes Yeſterday, and I can aſſure you, he is 
| 2 


of any, he being to be confided in, when any Thing vaſua- 
ble is to be ſold; and if he cries the Ivory Proſpective Glaſs 
at thirty Purſes, it muſt be worth as much, woes on 

2 ome 


e ableſt Cryers we have, and the moſt employed 
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ſome Account or other: He'll come by preſently, and w# 
will call him, and you ſhall be ſatisfied ; in the mean Time, 
firdown on my Sofa, and reſt your ſelt. 
Prince Ali accepted of the Merchant's obliging Offer, 
and preſently afterwards the Cryer paſſed by: The Mer- 
chant called him by his Name, and pointing to the Prince, 
ſaid to him, Tell that Gentleman, who asked me if you 
were in your right Senſes, what you mean by crying that 
Ivory Proſpective Glaſs, which ſeems not to be worth 
much, at thirty Purſes? 1 ſhould be very much amazed 
my ſelf, it Idid not know you. . The Cryer addrefling 
himſelf to Prince Ali aid, Sir, you are not the only Per- 
fon, that takes me for a mad Man, on the Account of this 


Proſpective Glaſs; You ſhall judge your felt, whether I 


am, or no, when I have told you its Property; and I hope, 
you will value it at as high a Price, as thoſe I have ſnewed 
it to already, who had as bad an Opinion of ine as you. 
Firſt Sir, purſued the Cryer, preſenting the Ivory Pipe 
to the Prince, obſerve, that this Pipe is furniſhed with a 
Glaſs at both Ends, and conſider, that by looking through 
one of them, you ſee whatever Object you wiſh to be- 
hold. Tam, ſaid the Prinee, ready to make you all ima- 
ginable Reparation for the Scandal I have thrown on you, 
it you will make the Truth of what you advance appear; 
and as he had the Ivory Pipe in his Hand, after he had look» 
ed at the two Glaſſes, he ſaid, ſhew me at which of theſe 
Ends muſt look, that I may be ſatisfied. The Cryer pre- 
ſen· ly ſhewed him, ard he looked through, wiſhing at the 
ſame Time to ſee the Sultan his Father, whom he imme» 
diately behe'd in perte& Health, ſet on his Throne in the 
midſt of his Council. Aﬀterwards, as there was nothing- 
in the World ſo dear to him, after the Sultan, as the Prin- 
eels Nouronuihar, he wiſhed to ſee her, and ſa her at her 
Toilet laughing, and in a pleaſant Humour, with her Wo- 
men about her. | : 

Prince Ali wanted no other Proof to be perſwaded, that 


this Proſpective Glaſs was the moſt valuable Thing in the 
World, and believed, that it he ſhould neglect to purchaſe. 


ie, he ſhould never meet again with ſuch another Rarity; 
therefore ſaid to the Cryer, I am very ſorry, that I ſhould 
have entertained ſo bad an Opinion of you, but hope to 
make you amendsby buying the Glaſs, tax I ſhould be — 
8 5 Wel 
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well pleaſed with it ; ſo tell me the juſt Value, and the fown 
eſt Prince the Seller has fixed upon it; and do not give your 
ſelt any farther Trouble to hawk it about, but go with me, 


and Ill pay you the Money. The Cryer aſſured him, with 


an Oath, that his laſt Orders were to take no leſs than forty 


Purſes, and it he diſputed the Truth of what he ſaid, he 


would carry him to him. The Prince believed him, took 


him withhim to the Khan, where he lodged, and told him 


out the Money, and received the Proſpective Glaſs. 
Prince Ali was overjoyed at his Bargain, and perſwaded 


himſelf, that as his Brothers would not be able to meet with 


any Thing ſo rare and admirable, the Prin eſs Nouronnihar 
would be the Recompence of his Fatigue and Trouble; 


that he thought ot nothing but viſiting the Court of Perſia 
incognito, and ſeeing whatever was curious in Schiraz, 


and there-abouts, till the Caravan, with which he came, 
returned back to the Indies, As ſoon as the Caravan was 


ready to ſet out, the Prince joined them, and arrived hap- 


pily w.thout any Accident, or Trouble, otherways than 
the Length of the Journey and Fatigue of Travelling. at 


the Place of Rendezvouz, where he found Prince Houſſain. 


and both waited for Prince Ahmed. | 

Prince Ahmed, who took the Road of Samarcande, the 
next Day after his Arrival there, went, as his Brothers had 
done into the Bezeſtein, where he had not walked long, but 


he heard a Cryer, who had an artificial Apple in his Hand, 
cry it at five and thirty Purſes: Upon which he ſtopp'd the 


Cryer, ard ſaid to him, Let me ſee that Apple, and tell me, 
wha: Virtue and extraordinary Properties it has, to be va- 
lued at ſo high a Rate. Sir, ſaid the Cryer, giving it into 
his Hand, if you look at the Outſide of this Apple, it is very 


inconſiderable, butif you conſider its Properties, Virtues, 


and the. great Uſe and Benefit it is of to Mankind; you'll 
Ry, it is no Price for it, and that he who poſl:ſles it is Ma- 
ſter of a great Treaſure: In ſhort, it cures all ſick Perſons 
of the moſt” mortal Diſeaſes, whether Fevers, Pleuriſies, 


Plagues, and other malignant Diſtempers; and if the Pa- 


tient is dying, it will recover him immediately, and reſtore 
him to perfect Health; and this is done after the eaſieſt 
Manner in the World, which is by the I atient's ſmelling 
the Apple. 8 
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It l may believe you, replied Prince Ahmed, the Virtues 
ot this Apple are wonder ful, and it is invaluable ; But what 
Ground have I, for all you tell me, to be perſwaded of the 
Truth of this Matter? Sir, replied the Cryer, the Thing is 
known and averred by the whole City of Samarcandez 
but without going any farther, ask all theſe Merchants you 
ſec here, and hear what they ſay; you Will find ſeveral of 
them will tel you, they had not been alive this Day, if they 
had not made uſe of this excellent Remedy; and that you 
may the better comprehend what it is, I muſt tell you, it is 
the Fruit of the Study and Experiments of a cclebrated 
Philoſopher ot this City, who applyed himſelf all his 
Life-time to the Study and Knowledge of the Virtues of 
Plants and Minerals, and at laſt attained to this Com pe ſi- 
tion, by which he pertormed ſuch ſurprizing Cures inthis 
Town, as will never be forgot.; but died ſuddenly himſelf, 
before he could app:y this Sovereign Remedy ; and left his 
Wife, and a great many young Children behind him, in 
very indifferent Circumſtances, who to ſupport her Fa- 

mily, and provide for her Children, is reſolved to ſell it. 

While the Cryer informed Prince Ahmed of the Virtues 
of the artificial Apple, a great many Perſons came about 
them, and confirmed what he ſaid; and one amoggthe reſt 
faid, he had a Friend dangerouſly ill, whoſe Life was de- 
ſpaired of; and that was a favouravle Opportunity to ſhew 

Prince Ahmed the Experiment: Upon which Prince Ahmed 
told the Cryer he would give him forty Purſes, it he was 
ſenſible, it cured the Perſon. | | | 

The Cryer, who had Orders to ſell it at that Price, ſaid 
to Prince Ahmed. Come, Sir, let us go, and make the 
Experiment, and the Apple ſhall be yours; and ] can aſſure 
you, that it will always have the deſired Effect. in ſhort, 
the Experiment ſucceeded, and the Prince, after he had 
counted out tothe Cryer torty Purſes, and he haddelivered 
the Apple to him, waited patiently for the firſt Caravan, 
that ſhould return to the Indies. In the mean Time, he 
ſaw all that was curious, at, and about Samarcande, and 
principally the Valley of Soyda, ſo called from the River, 
which waters it; and is reckened by the Arabians, to be 
one of the four Paradiſes of this World for the Beauty of 
its Fields and Gardens, and fine Palaces, and for its Fertility 
in Fruit, 3 | | 

At 


At laſt Prince Ahmed joined himſelf to the firſt Caravan 


That returned to the Indies, and notwithſtanding the inevi- 


tablè Fatigues in fo long a Journey, arrived in perte& 
Health, at the Inn, where the Princes Houſſain and Al 
waited for him. e 
Prince Ali, who came there ſome Time before Prince 
Ahmed, asked Prince Houſſain, who got thitker the firſt 
bow long he had been there? who told him, three Months; 
to which hereplyed, then cer'ainly you have not been very 
far. I will tell you nothing now, ſaid Prince Honſſain, 
but only aſſure you, I was above three Months travelling 
ts the Place I went to: But then, replied Prince Ali, you 
made a ſhort Abode there. Indeed, Brother, ſaid Prince 
Houſſain, you are miſtaken, I refided at one Place above 
four or five Months, and might have ſtayed longer. Un- 
leſs you flew back, replied Prince Ali again, I cannot 
comprehend, how you can have been three Months here, 
as you would make me believe. | 

I tell you the Truth, added Prince Houſſain, and *tis a 
Riddle, which I ſha!l not explain to you, till our Brother 
Ahmed comes; when 1 will let you know, what Rari- 
fies Þ have brought home from my Traveis. For your' 
Part, Iflthow what you have got, but believe it to be 
fomeTrifle, becauſe I do not perceive, that your Baggage 
ir increaſed: And pray, what have you brought, reply'd 
Prince Ali; for I can ſee nothing but an ordinary Piece of 
Tapeſtry, with which you cover your Sofa; and therefore 
think, 1 may return your Railing; and as you ſeem to 
make what you have brought, a Secret, you cannot take 
it amiſs, that do the ſame. ä 
I look upon the Rarity have purchaſed, reply d Pi ince 
Honuſſain, to excel all others whatever, and ſhould not 
make any Difficulty toſhew it you, and make you own it 
tobeſo; and at the ſame Time tell you, how I came by it, 
without being in the leaſt Apprehenſſon, that that which 
you have got, is to be preferred to it: But it is proper, that 
we ſnould ſtay, till our Brother Ahmed arrives, that we 

may all communicate our good Fortunes to each other. 
Prinee Ali would not enter into a Diſpute with Prince 
Honſſain, on the Preference he gave his Rarity, but was 
ſitieſied and per ſwaded, that if his Perſpectiye Glaſs was 
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not preferable, it was impoſſible it ſhould be inferior to itz 


and there foi e agreed to ſtay till Prince Ahmed arrived, te 


produce their Purchaſe. 


When Prince Ahmed came to his two Brothers, and 


they bad embraced with Tenderneſs and Complements, 


each other, on their Happineſs of Meeting together 


at the ſame Place they ſet out at; Prince Houſſain as the el- 


der Brother, aſſumed the Diſcourſe, and 1aid to them: 


Brothers, we ſhall have Time enough hereafter, to enter- 


tain our ſelves with the Particulars of our Travels: But 
now let us come to that, which is of the greateſt Impor- 
tance for us to know, and as I do not diſpute, but that you 
remember, as well as me, the principal Motive which en- 
gaged us to travel; therefore let us not conceal from each 


other, our Curioſities, but ſhew them, that we may gueſs. 
and judge, as near as poſſible, to which the Sultan our Fa- 
ther May give the Preference. 


To ſet you an Example, continu'd Prince Houſſain, III 


tell you, that the Rarity, which I have brought trom my 


Travels to the Kingdom of Biſnagar, is the Tapeſtry on 
which I fit, which looks but ordinary, and makes no 


| Shew, but when I have declired its. Virtuestoyou, you 


wil be ſtruck with Admiration, and will confeſs you ne- 


| ver heard of any Thing like it. In ſhort, whoever {its on 
it, as we do, and dehres to be tranſported to any Place, be 


it ever ſo far off, is immediately carried thither. I made 


the Experiment my ſelf, before I paid down forty Purſes, 


which I gave for it; and when had fully ſatisfied my Ca- 


| riolity, at the Court of Biſnagar,. and had a Mind to re- 
turn, I made uſe ot no other Carriage, than this wonder- 
| fulTapeſtry, for my ſelf and Servant, who can tell you, 


bow long we were a coming hither.. Ill ſne you both 


| tie Experiment, when you think fit; and now expect 
that you ſhould let me know, what you have brought, 
that is to be compared with this Tapeſtry. 


Here Prince Houſſain made an End, commending the 


| Excellency of his Tapeſtry.and Prince Ali addreſſing him- 
| {elf to him, ſaid, T muſt own, Brother, that your Tape- 
try is one of the moſt ſurprizing things imaginable, it it 
bas, as I do not doubt in the leaſt, that Property you ſpeak. 
of: But you muſt allow, that th: re may be other Things, 
I will not {ay more, but at leaſt as wonderful, of another 


Kind; 
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Kind; and to ſhew you, that there are, here is an Trory 
Proſpective Glaſs, which appears no more a Rarity, than 
your Tapeſtry, and yet meritsas much A:tention, and coſt 
meas much; and you will be ſo juſt as to own, that | am 
not bit, when you know by Experience, that y lookin 
at one End, you {ce whatever Object you wiſh to behold, 
I would not have you take my Word, added Prince Al, 
preſenting the Proſpective Glaſs to him, bu: make a Try. 
al of it your ſelf. 


Prince Houſſain took the Glaſs from Prince Ali, and 


cälap'd that End to his Eye, which Prince Aliſhewed him, 
with an Intention to ſee the Princeſs Nauronnihar, and to 
know how-ſhe did; when Prince Ali, and Prince Ahmed, 
who kept their Eyes fix d upon him, were extremely ſur- 
prized to ſee his Countenance change in ſuch a Manner, as 
expreſſed an extraordinary Surprize and Affliction; Prince 
Houſſain would not give them Time to ask, what was the 
Matter ? but cry'd out, Alas! Princeſs, to what Purpoſe 
have we undertaken ſo long and fatiguing Journies, but 
with the Hopes ot being recompenced by the Poſſeſſion of 
the charming — bog when in a few Moments that 
lovely Princeſs will breath her laſt. I ſaw her in Bed, ſur- 
rounded by, her Women and Eunuchs, who were all in 
Fears, and em to expect nothing leſs than her giving up 
the Ghoſt f Take the Glaſs, ſee your ſelves the miſerable 
Sate ſhe is int and mingle your Tears with mine. 

Prince Ali took the Glaſs out of Prince Hou ſſain's 
Hand, and aftet he had ſeen the fame Object, with a ſenſi- 
ble Grief, preſented it to Prince Ahmed, who alſo took it, 
4 behold the melancholy Sight, which ſo much concern d 
them, | 

WhenPrince Ahmed had taken the Glaſs out of Prince 
Ali's Hands, and ſa w, that the Princeſs] Nouronnihar's End 
was ſo near, he addreſſed himſelt to his two Brothers, and 
aid, Princes, the Princeſs Nouronnihar, equally the Object 
ot our Vows, is indeed, juſt at Death's Door; but prov 
ded we make haſte, and loſe no Time, we may preſerve her 
Life. Then he took the Artificial Apple out of his Boſom, 
and ſhewing it to the Princes, his Brothers, ſaid to them, 
This Apple, which you ſee here, coſt me as much and 
more, than either the Tapeſtry, or Proſpective Glaſs, 3 


- BY — A 5 _W0 


0-8" 


my" ” ID LF IP 


„ Gy 


(217) 
-the Opportunity, .that preſents it ſelf, to ſhew you 
its wonderful Virtue, makes me not regret the price 1 
gave for it: But not to keep you longer in Suſpence; it 
E the Virtue, if a fick Perlon GMs to it, tho' inthe 
laſt Agonies, to reſtore him to perfect Health immedi- 
ately : I have made the Experiment, and can ſhey its 
wonderful Effect, on the Perſon of the Princeſs Nou- 
ronnihar, it you will make all the Haſte imaginable to 
aſſiſt her. | Ds 

If that's all, reply'd Prince Houſſain, we cannot 
make more, than by tranſporting our ſelves inſtantly 
into herChamber,by the Means of myTapeſtry. Come, 
loſe no Time, but fit down by me; itis large enough 
to hold us all three: But firſt let us give Orders to our 
—_ to ſet out immediately, — come to us, to the 
Palace. N 

As ſoon as the Order was given, Prince Ali and Prince 
Ahmed went and ſat down by Prince Houſſain, and as 
their Intereſt was the ſame, they all three fram'd the 


ſame Wiſh, and were tranſported into the Princeſs Nou- 


ronnihar's Chamber. 

The preſence of the three Prinees, who were ſo lit- 
tle expected, frighted the Princeſs's Women and Eu- 
nuchs, who could not comprehend by what Inchant- - 
ment three Men ſhould be among them; for they did 
not know them at firſt; and the Eunuchs were ready to 
fall upon them, as People, who had penetrated into 
the place, where they were not allowed to come; but 
they preſently recollected themſelves, and found the 
Miſtake. Red ra <n.. . 
Prince Ahmed no ſooner perceived himſelf in No- 
ronnihar's Chamber, and perceiving that dying Princeſs, 
but he roſe off the Tapeſtry, as alto did the other two 
Princes, and went to the Bed Side, and put the Apple 
under her Noſe; ſome Moments after, the Princeſs 
opened her Eyes, and turned her Head from one Side 
to the other, fooking at the Perſons wha ſtood about 
her; and then roſe up an end in Bed, and asked to be 
dreſs'd, juſt as if ſhe had waked out of a ſtrong Sleep. 
Her Women having preſently informed her, in a man- 
ner that ſnewed their Joy, that ſhe was obliged tothe 


three Princes for that ſudden Recovery ot her Health, 
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amt particularly to Prince Ahmed; ſhe immediately ex. 
Loos to ſee them, and thanked them all toge- 
ther; and afterwards Prince Abme in particular. The 
Princes told her, how great a Pleaſure it was to them, 
to come ſoon enough to contribute any Thing towards 
.relieving her out — the imminent Danger fhe was in; 
and that they had made the moſt ardent Wiſhes for het 
Health; and afterwards, as ſhe had called to be got up, 
they retired, | 1 | 
While the Princeſs was dreſſing, the Princes went to 
thro themſelves at the Sultan their Father's Feet, and 
* Reſpects to him; but when they came before 
bim, they found;he had been inform'd of their Arrival 
by the Chief of the Princeſs's Eunuchs, and by what 
Means the Princeſs had been perfectly cured. The Sul. 
tan;receix*d-aud embraced them with che greateſt Joy, 
both for their Return, and the Recovery of the Prin- 
ceſs his Niece, whom he loved as well as it ſhe had been 
kis own-Daughter, and which had been given «ver by 
the Phyſicians. After the-uſual Ceremonies and Com- 
Pliments, the Princes preſented each his Rarity : Prince 
Hauſſain his Tapeſtry, which he had taken care not to 
Jeave behind him in the Princeſs's Chamber; Prince 
Ali his Ivory proſpective Glaſs, and Prince Ahmed his 
artificial Apple: and after each had commended their 
Preſent, when they put it into the Sultan's Hands, they 
eg d of him to pronounce their Fate, and declare to 
which of them he would give the Princeſs Nouronnibar 
fora Wife, according 9 


% 


is Promiſe, 
The Sultan of tke Indies having heard without inter- 
rupting them, all that the Princes could repreſent fur- 
ther about their Rarities, and being well inform'd of 
hat had happen' din relation to the Princeſs Nauronni- 
Har's Cure, remain'd ſome Time ſilent, as if he was 
thinking on what Anſwer he ſhould make. At laſt he 
broke Silence, and ſaid to them: I would declare for 
One of you, Children, with a great deal of Pleaſure, 
# I could do it with Juſtice ; but conſider whether! 
can do it, or no. Tis true, Prince Ahmed, the Prin- 
ceſs my Niece is oblig'd to your artificial Apple for her 
Cure; but I muſt ask you, whether r no you could 
have been ſo ieee if you had not known 
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' Which ſhall have the firſt places among them, and 
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by Prince Als Proſpective Glaſs the Danger ſhe was in, 
and Prince Houſſain's Tapeſtry had not brought you ſo. 
ſoon, Your Proſpective Glaſs, Prince Ali, inform'd 
you and your Brothers, that you were like to loſe the 
Princeſs your Couſi n:: And there you muſt. own a great 
Obligation. You mult alſo grant, that that Knowledge 
would have been of no Service, without the artificial 
Apple and the Tapeſtry. And laſtly, Prince Houſſain, 
the Princeſs would be very ungrateful, if ſhe ſhould 
not ſhew her Acknowledgment of the Service of your 
Tapeſtry, which was ſo neceſſary a Means towards her 
Cure. But conſider, it would have been of little Uſe, 
if you had not been acquainted with the Princeſs's Il}- 
neſs by Prince All's Glaſs, and Prince Ahmed had not 
apply'd his artificial Apple. Therefore, as neither Ta- 
eſtry, Ivory proſpective Glaſs, nor artificial Apple. 
= the leaſt preference one before the other, but on 
the contrary, there's a perfect Equality, Icannot grant 
the Princeſs to any one of you: And the only Fruit you 
have reaped from your Travels, is the Glory of having 
equally contributed to reſtore her Health. 


If all this is true, added the Sultan, you fee, that I 
muſt have Recourſe to other Means, to determine cer- 
tainly in the Choice J ought to make among you; and 
as there is time enough between this and Night, I'll do 


| itto-day, Go and get each of you a Bow and Arrow, 


and repair to the Great Plain, where they exerciſe Hor- 


| fes; I'll ſoon come to you, and declare, I will give the 
Princeſs Nouronnihar to him that ſhoots the fartheſt. 


But however, Ido not forget to thank you all in ge- 


* neral,and each in particular, for the Preſent you brought 
me. I have a great many Rarities in my Cloſet already, 


but nothing that comes ” to the Singularity of the Ta- 
peſtry, the Ivory proſpective Glaſs and artificial A pple, 
ſhall 
be preſerv'd carefully, not only for pure Curioſity, but 


to make an advantageous Uſe of them upon all Occa- 


lions, 
The three Princes had nothing to {ay againſt this De- 


| ciſion of the Sultan. When they were out of his Pre- 


ſence, they each provided themſelves witha Bow and 


Arrow, which they deliver'd to one of their Officers, 
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and went to the Plain appointed, followed by a great 


Concourſe of People. | 
The Sultan did not make them wait long for him; 
and afloon as he arrived, Prince Houſſain as the Eldeſt 


took his Bow and Arrow, and fhot firſt; Prince Ali ſhot 
next, and much beyond him; and Prince Ahmed laſt 


of all; but it ſo happen'd, that no body could ſee where 
his Arrow fell: And notwithſtanding all the Diligence 
that was uſed by himſelf and every body elſe, it was 


not to be found far or near. And.tho' it was believed 
that he ſhot the furtheſt, and that he therefore deſerved 


the Princeſs Nouronnihar, it was however neceſſary that 


his Arrow ſhould be found, to make the Matter more 


evident and certain: And notwithſtanding his Remon- 
Nrance, the Sultan judged in favour of Prince Ali, and 
gave Orders for Preparations to be made for the So- 
lemnizing of the Nuptials, which were celebrated a 
few Days after with great Magnificence, 

Prince Houſſain would not honour the Feaſt with his 
Preſence, his Paſſion for the Princeſs Nouronnihar was 
ſo ſincere and lively, that he could ſcarce ſupport with 
Patience the Mortification of ſeeing the Princeſs in the 
Arms of Prince Ali; who, he ſaid, did not deſerve her 
better, or loved her truer, -than himſelf, In ſhort, his 
Grief was fo violent and inſupportable, that he left the 
Court, and renounced all Right of Succeſſion to the 
Crown, to turn Dervice, and put himſelt under the Dif- 


cipline of a famous Scheith, who had gain'd a great 


Reputation for his exemplary Life, and had taken up 


his Abode and that of his Diſciples, whoſe Number 


was great, in an agreeable Solitude. * 

Prince Ahmed urged by the ſame Motive, did not aſſiſt 

at Prince Al; and the Princeſs Nouronnihar's Nuptials 

any more than his Brother 22 but did not re- 
nounce the World, as he had done, But as he could 

not imagine what could become of his Arrow, he ſtole 

away from his Attendants, and reſolved to ſearch after 
it, that he might not have any thing to reproach himſelf 
with. With this Intent he went to the Place, where 
the Princes Houſſain's and Al!'s were gathered up, and 
going ſtrait forwards from thence, looking carefully 

on both Sides of him, he went ſo far, that at laſt he be- 
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gan to think this Labour was all in vain, but yet could 


not help going forwards, till he came te ſome ſteep 
craggy Rocks, which were Bounds to his Journey, and 


were ſituated in a barren Country, about fbur Leagues 


diſt ant, from whence he ſet out. 


W hen Prince Ahmed came pretty nigh theſe Rocks, 
he perceiv'd an Arrow whic': he gather'd aps look'd 


earneſtly at, and was in the greateſt Aſtoniſhment to 
find that it was the ſame he ſhot away. Certainly, ſaid 
he to himſelf, neither 1, nor any Maa living, could 
throw an Arrow ſo far. And finding it laid flat, not 
ſticking into the Ground, he judged that it rebounded 


againſt the Rock. There muſt be ſome Myſtery in this, 


ſaid he to himſelf again, and it may be advantageous 
to me: Perhaps Fortune, to make me amends for de- 
priving me of what I thought the greateſt Happineſs, 
may have reſerved a greater Bleſſing for my Comfort. 
As theſe Rocks were very much indented, and ſome 


of thoſe Indentures were deep, the Prince full of theſe- 
hts enter'd into one, and looking about eaſt his 
Eyes on an Iron Door which ſeem'd to have no Lock, 


Thoug 


but at the ſame Time fear'd it was faſten'd ; however, 
thruſting againſt it, it open'd and diſcover'd an eaſie 


Deſcent, but no Steps, which he walk'd down, with 


the Arrow in his Hand. At firſt he thought he was go- 
ing into a dark obſcure Place; but preſently a quite dif- 
ferent Light ſucceeded that which he came out of, and 
entering into a li rge ſpacious place, at about fifty or 
ſixty Paces diſtant, perceiv'd a magnificent Palace, tle 
Structure admirable, which he had not then Time e- 
nough to look at. At the ſame Time, a Lady of a Ma- 
jeſticx Port and Air, and of a Beauty the Richneſs of 


her Cloaths and Jewels were no Advantage to, advan- 


ced as far as the Porch, attended by a large Troop of 
Ladies ſo finely dreſs'd and bessa that it was diffi» 
eult to diſtinguiſh which was the Miſtreſs, 
As ſoon as Prince Ahmed perceived the Lady, he 
made all imaginable Haſte to go and pay his ReſpeRs, 
and the Lady on her part _— him coming, preyen- 


ted him from addrefling his Diſcourſe to her firſt, but 
ſaid to him, Coms nearer, Prince Ahmed, you are welcome. 
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It was no ſmall R to the Prince to hear himſelf 
named, in a place he bad never heard of, tho* fo nigh 


| his Father's. Capital, and he could not comprehend, 


how he ſhould be known to a Lady, who was a Stran. 
ger to him, At laſt he return'd the Lady's Compliment 


y throwing himſelf at her Feet, and riſing up again, 


ſaid to her, Madam, I return you a thouſand Thanks 


for the Aſſurance you give me of a Welcome to a place, 


where I beliey'd my imprudent Curioſity had made me 
penetrate too far. But, Madam, may I, without be. 
ang guilty of ill Manners, dare to ask you by what Ad. 
venture you know me ? And that you who live in the 
ſame Neighbourhood with me, ſhould be ſo great a 
Stranger to me, Prince, ſaid the Lady, let us go into 
the Hall, there Ill gratify you in your Requeſt. 

After theſe Word:, the Lady led Prince Ahmed into 
the Hall, the noble Structure of which, and the Gold 
and Azure which imbelliſh'd the Dome, and the ineſti- 
mable Richneſs of the Furniture, . appear'd ſo great a 
Novelty to him, that he could not enough expreſs his 
Admiration, by crying out, that he had never, in his 


Lite, beheld any thing like it, and believed that never. 


any thing ever was to be compared to it. I can aſſure 
you, reply'd the Lady, that this is the leaſt piece of Cu 
rioſity in my Palace, and you will ſay ſo when you have 


ſeen all the Apartments. Then ſhe ſat down on a Sofa, 


and when the Prince by herIntreaty had done the ſame, 
ſhe ſaid, You are ſurprized; you ſay, that I ſhould 
know you, and not be known by you, but you will be 


no longer ſurprized, when inform'd who lam. You: 
are undoubtedly ſenſible, that your Religion teacies 
vou to believe, that the World is inhabited by Genies 
as well as Men; Iam the Daughter of one of the moſt. 


powerful and diftinguiſh'd Genies, and my Name is Pa- 
ribanon. Therefore you ought not to be amazed, that 


I know you, the Sultan your Father, the Princes your- 
Brothers, and the Princeſs Nouronnihar. I am no Stran- 


ger to your Lives and Travels, of which I can give you 
all the Circumſtances, ſince it was I my ſelf who ex- 


poſed to Sale the artificial Apple-which you bought at 


Samarcande, the Ta pelty which Prince Houſſain met 
With at Bi/azar, and the Iv 


I 
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„„ 
Prince Ali brought from Schirax. This is ſufficient to 
let you know, that I am not unacquainted with what re- 
lates ro you, The only thing that I have to add is, that 
you ſeem'd to me worthy of a more happy Fate than 
that of poſſeſſing the Princeſs Nonronmbar, and that” 
you might attain to it, I was preſent when you drew 
four Arrow, and foreſaw, it would not go beyond 
Prince Houſſain's: I took it in the Air, and gave it the 
neceſſary Motion to ſtrike againſt the Rocks, near 
which you found it, and tell you, that it lies in your 
power to make Uſe of the favourable Opportunity 
which preſents itfelf, to make you happy. 8 
As the Fairy Paribanon pronounced theſe laſt Words, 
with a different Tone, and look'd, at the ſame Time, 
tenderly upon Prince Ahmed with a modeſt Bluſh on her 
Cheeks ; it was no hard Matter for the Prince to com- 


prehend what Happineſs ſhe meant. He preſently con- 


ſider'd, that the Princeſs Nouronnihar could never be 
his, and that the Fairy Paribanon excell'd her infinitely 
in Beauty, Apreeableneſs, Wit, and as much as he 
could conjecture by the Magnificthce of the Palace, in 
immenſe Riches, He bleffed the Moment that he 
thought of ſeeking after his Arrow a ſecod Time, and” 
yielding to his Inclination, which drew him towards” 
the loyely Object, which had fired his Heart, MaCam, 
reply'd be, ſhould I, all my Life, have the Happineſs- 
of Leing your Slave, and the Admirer of _—— 
Charms which rayiſh my Soul, I ſhould think my ſelf 
the moſt bleſt of Men. Pardon in me the Boldneſs 
which inſpires me to ask this Favour, and don't refuſe 


to admit me into your Court, a Prince who is entirely: 


devoted to you. 1 f | f 
Prince, anſwer'd the Fairy, as I have been a long 
Time my own Miſtreſs, and have nd Dependance on 
my Parents Conſents, 'tis hot as a Slave that I would 
admit you into my Court, but as Maſter of my Perſon, 
and all that belongs to me by pledging your Faith tome, 


and taking me to be your Wife. I hope you will not 


take my making this Propoſal amiſs: Iam Miſtreſs of 
my Will, and muſt add, that the ſame Cuſtoms are not 
obſerved among Fairies as with other Ladies, in whom 

1zxyould_not have been decent tg have made ſuch Ad- 
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(224). 
vances: But it is what we do, and you ought to be the 
more obliged to us for it. | 
Prince Ahmed made no Anſwer to this Diſcourſe, but 
was penetrated with ſo much Acknowledgment, that 
he could not better expreſs it than by going to kiſs the 
Hem of her Garment, which ſhe would not permit him 
to do; but preſented her Hand, which he kiſs'd a thou. 
ſand Times, and kept faſt lock'd up in his. Well, Prince 
Aimed, ſaid ſhe, will you not pledge your Faith to me, 
as well as I give mine to you? Yes, Madam, reply'd 
the Prince, in an Extaſ of Joy, what can I do better, 
and with greater 8 45 ? Yes, my Sultaneſs, my 
Queen, Tl give you my Heart without the leaſt Re. 
ferye, Then, anſwer'd the Fairy, you are my Huſ- 
band, and Iam your Wife. Our Marriages are con- 
tracted with no other Ceremonies, and yet are more 
firm and ſtrict than thoſe made by Men with all theic 
Formalities, But as I ſuppoſe,. purſued ſhe, that you 
have eat nothing to- day, a ſlight Repaſt ſhall be ſerved: 
up for you, while Preparations are making for our Nup- 
tial Feaſt at Night, and then I will ſhew you the Apart- 
ments of my Palace, and you ſhall judge if this Hall is 
not the meaneſt part of it. | 
Some of the Fairy's Women, who came into the. 
Hall with them, and gueſs'd her Intentions, went im-- 


mediately out, and return'd preſently with ſome ex- 


cellent Meats and Wines. | 
When Prince Ahmed had eat and drank as much as he 


eared for, the Fairy Paribanon carried him thro' all the 


Apartments, where he ſaw Diamonds,. Rubies, Eme- 
ralds, and all ſorts of fine Jewels intermix'd with Pearls, 
Agate, Jaſper, Porphyrie, and all ſorts of the moſt 


precious Marbles : But not to mention the Richneſs of 


the Furniture which was ineſtimable, there was ſuch 
* throughout, that the Prince inſtead of ever 
having ſeen any thing like it, own'd that he could not 
have imagin'd that there was any thing in the World 
that could come up to it. Prince, ſaid the Fairy, it you 
admire my Palace ſo much, which indeed is very beau- 
tiful, What would you ſay to the Palaces of the Chief 
of our Genies, which are much more beautiful, ſpaci- 
ous and magnificent ? I could alſo charm you with my 
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Garden; but we will let that alone till another Time, 
Night draws near, and it will be Time to go to Supper. 


The next Hall which the Fairy led the Prince into, 


and where the Cloth was laid for the Feaſt, was the laſt 
7 Apartment the Prince had not ſeen, and notin the- 


lea 
admired the infinite Number of Sconces of Wax-Can- 


dles perfum'd with Amber, the Multitude of which, 


inſtead of being confuſed, were placed with ſo juſt a 


Symmetry, as form'd an agreeable and pleaſant Sight. 


A large Buffet was ſet out with all ſorts of Gold Plate, ſo 


finely wrought, that the Workmanſhip was much more 


valuable than the Weight of the Gold: Several Cho- 
raſes of beautiful Women richly dreſs'd, and whoſe 
Voices were raviſhing, began a Concert, accompa- 


nied with all forts of the moſt harmonious Inſtruments ;- 


and when they were ſet down at Table, the Fairy Par;- 
banon took Care to help Prince Ahmed with the mgfg de- 
licate Meats, which ſhe named as ſhe invited bim to eat 
of them, and which the Prince found to be ſo exquiſite- 
ly nice, that he commended them with Exaggeration, 
and ſaid that the Entertainment far ſurpaſſed thoſe of 
Men, He found alſo the ſame Excellence in the Wines, 
which neither he nor the Fairy taſted of, till the Deſer⸗ 


was ſerved up, which conſiſted of the choiceſt Swect- 


Meats and Fruits. : | 
After the Deſert, the Fairy Paribanon and Prince 


Ahmed roſe from the Table, which was immediately 
carried away, and fat on a Sofa, at their Eaſe, with 


Cuſhions of fine Silk curiouſly imbroider'd in all ſorts 
of Flowers, laid at their Backs. Preſently after a great 
Number of Genies and Fairies danced before them to 
the Door of the Chamber, where the Nuptial Bed was 
made, and when they came there they divided them- 
ſelves into two Rows to let them paſs, and after that 
retired, leaving them to go to Bed, 

The Nuptial Feaſt was continued the next Day; or 
rather, the Days following the Celebration were a con- 
tinual Feaſt, which the Fairy Paribanon, to whom no- 
thing was difficult, knew how to diverſify by new Ra. 
goultsand choice Meats, and new Conſorts, Dancings, 
Plays and other Diverſions, which were all ſo extrao 
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Vears among them, could not have imagined. 

The Fatry's Intention was not only to give the Prince 
eſſential Proofs of the Sincerity of her Love, and Vio- 
lence of her Paſſion; but to let him ſee, that as he had 
no Pretenſions at his Father's Court or any where elſe, 
he could meet with nothing comparable to the Happi- 


neſs he enjoy'd with her, and to attach him entirely to 
her felf,- that he might never leave her. In this Scheme 


fhe ſucceeded fo well, that Prince Ahmed's Paſſion was 
not in the leaſt diminiſh'd by Poſſeſſion, but increaſed 


ſo much, that it he would, it was not imhis Power to 


forbear loving her. | 
At the End of ſix Months Prince Ahmed, whoal- 


ways loved, and honoured the Sultan his Father, con- 


celved a great Deſire to knowhow he did, and that De- 
ſire could not be ſatisfied without his abſenting, and 


goinghimſelf: He told the Fairy of it, and deſired ſne 


would give him Leave. 


Phis Diſcourſe alarm'd the Fairy, and made her fear 


it was only an Excuſe to leave her, and thereupon ſaid 


10 bim, What Diſzuft can 1 have given you to oblige 
you to ask me this Leave? Is ir poſſible you ſhould have 


forgot, that you have pledged your Faith tome; and 
that you no longer love one, who is fo paſſionately fond 
of you; are not the Proofs I haye given youot it ſuffi- 
cient Arguments? | 
My Queen, replied the Prince, I am very well con- 
vinced of your Paſſion, and ſhould be very unworthy 
of it, if I did not teſtity my Acknowledgment by a re- 
ciprocal Love. If you are offended at the Leave I 
asked, I beg of you to forgive me, and I'Il make all 
the Reparation I am capable of: I did not doit with an 
Intention of diſpleaſing you, but out of a pure Motive 
of Reſpect towards my Father, whom I wiſhto free 
from the Affliction my ſo long Abſence mult have oc- 
caſioned him, which mult be the greater, as I preſume, 
he believes, that Tam dead: But ſince you do not con- 
Fent, that I ſhould afford him that Comfort, I'll do what 
you will, and nothing to diſpleaſe you. 


Prince Ahmed, who did not diſſemble, and loved 


ber, in his Heart, as much as he had aſſured her by 
3 e | Word 


dinary, that Prince Ahmed, if he had lived a thouſand” 
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Word of Mouth, no longer inſiſted on the Leave he 
had asked, and the Fairy exprefled a great Satisfaction 
thereat: But as he — not abſolutely abandon he 
Deſign he had formed to himſelf; he often took an Op- 
portunity to fpeak to her of the great Qualifications of 
the Sultan his Father, and above all, of his Tenderaefs 
towards him. All this he ſaid with a Deſign to move 
her Compaſlion; for as he judged, the Suſan of tlie 
Indies in the Midit of all the Rejoicings, on Account of 
Prince Alis and Princeſs Nouronnihur's Nuptials, was 
ſenſibly afſlicted at the Abſence of the other two Prin- 
ees, lis Sons, though it was not long before he was in- 
formed of the Reſolution Prince Hoaſſain had taken to 
forfake the World, and the Place of Retreat he had 
made choice of. ae 4. : 

But as a good Father's Happineſs conſiſts in ſeeirif 
his Children abouthim, efpecially when they are deſer- 
ving of his FTenderneſs, he would have been better - 
| par he had ſtayed at his Court; but as he could not 

o much diſapprove of his Choice, he ſupported his 
Abſence more patiently ; though he made the molt di- 
ligent Search after Prince Ahmed, and diſpatched Cou- 


riers, to all the Provinces of his Dominions, with Or- 


— 


ders to the Governors to ſtop him, and oblige him to 
return to Court; but all the Care he took had nat the 


deſired Succeſs, and his Trouble, inſtead of diminiſh- 


mg, increaſed, He would often talk with his Grand - 
Viſier about it, and ſay to him, Viſier, thou knoweſt 
Lalways loved Ahmed, the beſt of al my Sons, and 

thou art not inſenſible of the Means Þ have uſed to o- 
blige him to return, without Succeſs, My Grief is fo 

lively, I ſhall fink-under it, if thou haſt not Coinpaſſion | 
on me; therefore if thou haſt any Regard for the Pre - 
ſervation of my Life, I conjure thee to afliſt and adyife . 


The Grand Viſiter, no lefs attach'd to the Perſon of 


the Sultan, chan zealous to acquit himſelf well of the 


Adminiſtration of the Affairs of State, conſidering on 
the Means to pive his Sovereign ſome Eaſe and Relief, 
bethought of a Sorcereſs, of whom he had heard Won- 
ders, propoſed to ſend for her to conſult her. The Su- 
tan conſented, and the Grand Viſier, after he had fent 
for her, brought her to him himſelt. ., The 
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The Sultan ſaid to the Magician, The Affſiction T 
have been in ſince the Marriage of my Son Prince Ali 
to the Princeſs Nouronnihar, my Neice, on the Account: 
of the Abſence of Prince Ahmed, is ſo well known, 
and ſo publick, that undoubtedly thou canſt be noStran- 
ger to it. Fherefore by thy Art and Skill canſt thou tell 
me, what is become of him? if he is alive, and where 
he is? what he is a doing; and if I may hope ever to 
ſee him again? To this the Sorcereſs made Anſwer, It 
is impoſſible, Sir, for me, though never ſo skillful, to 
anſwer the Queſtions, your Majeſty asks me, imme- 
diately; but it you give me till to-morrow, I will. The 
Sultan granted her the Time, and ſent her away with a 
Promiſe to recompenſe her well, if her Anſwer proved 
according to his Deſire. 3 
This Magieian returned the next Day, and the Grand 
Viſier preſented her a ſecond Time to the Sultan. Sir, 
ſaid ſhe, notwithſtanding all the Diligence I have uſed 
by applying my ſelf to the Rules of my Art, to obey 
our Majeity, in what you deſire to know, I have not 
een able to diſcover any thing more, than that the 
Prince Ahmed is alive, but cannot find out where he is. 
The Sultan of the Andies was forced to be ſatisfied 
with this Anſwer, which made him ſtill as uneaſy about 
the Prince's Fate. | Fe 
But ro return to Prince Ahmed; he ſo often enter- 
tained the Fairy Paribanon with the Sultan his Father, 
without ſpeaking any more of his Deſire to ſee him, 
that ſhe comprehendedat the ſame Time what he meant; 
and ering thus Reſtraint he put upon himſelf, and 
fearing, that her Refuſal might diſpleaſe, ſhe firſt in- 
fer'd to herſelf, that his Love for her, was, by the ma- 
ny Proofs ſhe had had at all times, ſincere ; and then 
conſidering the Injuſtice ſhe was guilty of, by oppoſing 
a Son's Tenderneſs for his Father, and endeayouring 
to make him renounce that natural Inclination, ſhe re- 
ſolved to grant him the leave, which ſhe ſaw he always 
ſo ardently deſired, and one Day ſaid to him, Prince, 
the Leave you have asked me to go and ſee the Sultan 
your Father, gave me a jult Fear, that it was only a Pre- 
text to ſhew your Inconſtancy, and to leave me, _ 
F that 
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that was the Motive which made me refuſe you. But 
now I am ſo =—y convinced by your Actions and 
Words, that I-can depend on your Conſtancy and your 
ſteady Love, I change my Reſolution, and grant you 
that Leave, upon Condition, that you will ſwear to me 
firſt, that your Abſence ſhall not be long, and you will 
return ſoon. You ought not to be concern'd at this 
Condition, ſince I don't ask it out of a Diſtruſt, but to 
ſhew the Sincerity of my Love. 

Prince Ahmed would have thrown himſelf at the Fai- 
ry's Feet, to ſhew his Acknowledgment, but ſhe pre- 
vented him, My Sultaneſs, ſaid he, Lam ſenſible of 
the great Favour you grant me; but want Words to re- 
turn the Thanks it deſerves, and I conceive : Supply 
this Defect, I conjure you, and whatever you can ſug- 
geſt to your ſelf, be perſuaded I think much more, You 
may believe, that the Oath you require is a Pleaſure to 
me, and Ltake it moſt willingly, — it is not poſſiblè 
for · me to live without you. I go, but the haſte I'll 
make to return, ſhall ſhew you, that it is not for fear 
ot being foreſworn, but that I follow my Inclination, 
which is to live with you for ever; and if I am abſent 
ſome time, with your Conſent, { ſhall always avoid the 
Trouble a too long Abſence will create me. 

Paribanon was the more charm'd with theſe Senti- 
ments of Prince Ahmed, becauſe they removed the 
Suſpicions ſhe had entertain'd of him, fearing, that his 
earneſt Deſire to go to ſee the Sultan his Father, was 
only a Pretext to break his Faith with her. Prince, ſaid 
ſhe, go when you pleaſe. But firſt, don': take it amiſs, 
that I give you ſome Advice, how you ſhall behave 
your ſelf where you are going, Firſt, 1 don't think it 
proper for you to tell the Sultan, your Father, of our 
Marriage, nor of my Quality, nor the Place where you 
have been. Beg of hun to be ſatisfied in knowing you 
are happy, and deſire no more; and let him know, 
that the ſole End of your Viſit is to make him eaſy, and 
inform him of your Fate. | | 

She appointed twenty Gentlemen, well mounted 
and equipt to attend him. When all was ready, Prince 
Ahmed took his Leave of the Fairy, embraced her and 
zenewed his Promiſe w return ſoon. Then his Horſe, 

3 Which 
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which was moſt finely capariſon'd, and was as beauti- 
ful a Creature as any in the Sultan of the ds Stables, 
was led to him, and he mounted him with an extraor- 


dinary Grace and Pleaſure to the Fairy, and after he had 
bid her a laſt Adieu, ſet forward on his Journey. 


As it was not a great Way to his Father's Capital, 


Prince Ahmed ſoon arrived there. The People glad to 


fee him again, receiv'd him with Acclamations of Joy, 


and followed him in Crowds to the Sultan's Apartment. 


The Sultan receiv'd and embraced him with great Joy, 
complaining at the ſame time with a fatherly Tender- 


neſs, of the Affliction his long Abſence had been to 
him; which he ſa'd was the more grievous. for that 
Fortune having decided in favour of Prince Ali his Bro- 
ther, he wasatraid he might have committed ſome raſh 


Action. | 38 
Sir, reply'd Prince Ahmed, I leave it to your Majeſty 


to conſider, if after having loſt the Princeſs Nouronni- 


har, who was the only Object of my Deſires, I could 


re'oive to be a Witneſs of Prince Al's Happineſs. If 


J had been capable of ſo mean a Spirit; what would 
the Court and Town have thought of my Love, or 
hat your Majeſty ? Love is a Paſſion we cannot throw 
off when we will; it rules and governs us, and will not 
permit a true Lover to have the right Uſe of his Reaſon. 
Your Majeſty knows, that when I ſhot my Arrow, the 
moſt extraordinary Thing that ever befel any Body, 
happen'd to me, that in fo large and open a Plain, as 


that we ſhotin, my Arrow was not to be found; upon 


which I loſt the Prize, tho' there was as much Juſtice 


due to my Love, as that of the Princes my Brothers. 
"Tho? thus vanquiſh'd by the Caprice of Fate, I loſt no 


Time in vain Complaints; but to ſatisfy my perplex'd 
Mind, in an Adventure, winch J could not compre- 
hend, I gave my Attendants the Slip, and returned 
back again alone to look for my Arrow. Lſought all 
About the Place where Prince Howſſain's and Prince Ali's 


were found, and where I imagined mine ſhould fall, 


but all my Labour was-invain, However I was not 
diſmay'd, but continued my Search in a direct Line, 
and looked carefully about, where I could gueſs it 
| ES. a” 4 might 
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might fall, and after this Manner had gone above a 
League without being able to meet with any thing like 
an Arrow. | 

When I reflected, that it was not poſſible that mine 
ſhould fly ſo far, I ſtopt, to examine with my ſelf, 
whether or no I was in my right Senſes, to flatter m 
ſelf with having Strength enough to ſhoot an Arrow fo 
much farther, than any of the greateſt Heroes in the 
World were able to do. After J had argued thus with 
my ſelf, I was ready to abandon my Enterprize; but: 
when I was for putting my Reſolution in execution, I. 
found myſelf drawn forward almoſt againft my Will, 
and after having gone four Leagues to that part of the 
Plain where it is bounded by the Rocks, I perceiv*d my 
Arrow, ran and took it up, and knew it to be the ſame 
which I ſhot, But knowing, that it was not found at a 
proper Time or Place, I was far from thinking your 
Majeſty had done me any Injultice, in declaring fer 
my Brother Prince Ali, but * what had hap- 
pen'd to be quite otherwiſe, and never doubted but 
there was a Myſtery in it to my Advantage, the Diſco- 
very of which I ought not to neglect, and which I found 
out, without going much farther. But as to what this 
Myſtery is, I will beg your Majeſty will uot take it ill, 
that I am ſilent, and that you will be ſatisfied to know 
from my own Mouth, that I am happy, and content 
with my Fate. 
Ia the midſt of all my Happineſs, the only Thing 
that troubled me, or was capable of diſturbing me, 
was the Uneaſineſs I fearcd your Majeſty was in, upon 
Account of my leaving the Court, and your not know- 
ing what was become of me; therefore, I thought it 
my Duty to ſatisfy you in that Point. This was the on- 
ly Motive which brought me hither, and the only Fa- 
vour I ask of you Majeſty, is to give me Leave to eome 
2 and pay you my Reſpects, and to know how you 
o. 1 


Son, anſwered the Sultan of the Iadies, J cannot re- 
fuſe you the Leave you ask me; but I ſhould much ra- 
ther you could reſolve to ſtay with me; at leaſt tell me, 
where I may ſend to you, if you ſhould fail to come, 
or when I inay think your Preſence neceſſary. Sir, 


| Taz) 
reply'd Prince Ahmed, what your Majeſty asks of me, 28 
Fart ot the Myſtery 1 ſpoke to your Majeſty of. I beg of 
you to give me Leave to remain ſilent on this Head; for [ 
| ſhall come ſo frequently, that l am afraid, that I ſhall ſooner 
be thought trouble ſome, than be accuſed of Negligence in 


my Duty. 
The Sultan of the Indies preſs'd Prince Ahmed no more, 


but ſaid to him, Son, I'll penetrate no farther into your Se- 


crets, but leave you at your own Liberty; but can tell you, 
that you could not do me a greater l than to come, 
and by your Preſence reſtore to me the Joy I have not felt 
tis long time; and that you ſhall always be welcome when 
Nou come, without interrupting your Buſineſs or Plea- 
ures. | 
Prince Ahmed ſtayed but three Days at the Sultan his 
Father's Court, and the fourth return'd to the Fairy Pari- 


banon, who did not expect lim ſo ſoon. His Diligence 


made her condemn her ſelf for ſuſpecting his want of Fi- 
delity.. She never diſſembled in the leaſt, but frankly ow- 
ned her Weakneſs to the Prince, and ask'd his Pardon; 
Thus the Union of theſe two Lovers became perfect. 

A Month after Prince Ahmeis Return from paying a 
Vilit to his Father, as the Fairy Paribanon had obſer ved, 
that the Prince, ſince the Time that he gave her an Ac- 
count of his Journey, his Diſcourſe with his Father, and 
the Leave he asked to go to ſee him often, had never talk- 
ed of the Sultan, as if there had been no ſuch Perſon in 
the World? whereas before he was always ſpeaking of 
him, ſhe thought he forebore upon her Account; there- 
fore ſhe took an Opportunity to fay to him one Day, 
Prince, tell me, Have you forgot the Sultan your Father? 
Don't you remeinber the Promiſe you made to go and ſee 
him often? For my Part, I have not forgot what you told 
me at your Return, and ſo put you in Mind of it, that you 
may not be long, before you acquit your ſelf of your 
P: omiſethe firſt Time, however. 

Madam, repiicd Prince Ahmed, with the ſame Mirth 
the Fairy ſpoke to him. As I know I am not guilty of 
the Forgetiulneſs you ſpeak of; I rather chuſe to be thus 
Teproach'd than expoſed to a Refuſal, by ſhewing unſeaſo- 
nably a Deſire for a Thing, which you might not be pica- 
ed to grant me ſo readily, Prince, ſaid the Fairy, _ 
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have you in this Affair, not have ſo much Confideration for 
me, ſince it is a Month ſince you have ſeen the Sultan, your 
Father; pay him another Viſit to Morrow ; and after that, 
go and tec him once a Month, without: peaking to me, or 
waiting for my Leave. . 
Prince Ahmed went the next Morning with the ſame 
Attendance as before, but much finer, and him ſelf more 
magnificently mounted, equipt and dreſs'd, and was re- 
ceived by the Sultan with the fame Joy and Satisfaction. 
For ſeveral Months he conftantly paid his Viſits, and al- 
ways in a richer and finer Equipage. gf. 
Atlaſt ſome Viziers, the Suitan's Favourites, who jud- 


ged of Prince Ahmed's Grandeur and Power by the Fi- 


gure he made, abuſed the Liberty the Sultan gave them of 
ſpeaking to him, by making him jealous of his Son, They 
repreſented to him, that it was but common Prudence, to 
know where the Prince retired, and how he could afford 
to live at ſuch a Rate, ſince he had no Revenue nor Income 
aſſign d him, and that he only came to Court to brave him, 
and to ſhew he wanted nothing of him to live like a Prince, 
and it was to be fearedhe might inveigle himſelf into the 
People's Favour and dethrone him. 


The Sulan of the Indies was ſo far from thinking, that 
Prince Ahmed could be capable of fo pernicious a Deſign, 


as his Favourites would make him believe, ſaid to them; 
you are miſtaken, my Son loves me, and | am certain of 
his Tenderneſs and Fidelity, as:I have given him no Reaſon 
to be diſguſted. 

Upon theſe laſt Words, one of the Favourites took an 
Opportunity to ſay, Your Majeſty, in the Opinion of 


Teople of moſt Senſe, could not have taken a better Me- 


thod than what you have done with the three Princes about 
their Marriage with the Princes Nouronnihar; but who 
knows wuither Prince Ahmed has ſubmitted: to his Fate 
with the ſame Reſignation as Prince Houſſin? May not he: 
imagine, that he only deſcrved her, and that your Majeſty, 


buy leaving that Matter to be decided by Chance, has dong, 


him !niultice ? 

Your Majeſty may fay, added the malicious Favourite, 
that Prince Abmed has given no Sign of a Ditlatisfaction, 
what our Fears are vain, that we are too eaſily alarm'd; and 

| | are. 
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are in the wrong to entertain Suſpicions of this Nature, 
Which may have no Ground, againſt a Prince of his Blood, 
But Sir, purſued the Favourite, it may be allo theſe Su- 
ſpicions are well grounded. Your Majeſty is ſenſible, that 
in ſo nice and important an Affair, youcantiot be too much 
upon your Guard. Conſider, it is the Prince's Buſineſs to 
diſſemble, amuſe and deceive you. and the Danger is the 
greater asthe Prince reſides not tar from your Capital; and 
it your Majeſty gave but the ſame Attention that we do, 
you may obſerve, that every Time he comes, he and his 
Attendn:sareficſh, and their Cloaths and Houſings are as 
clean and bright, as it they juſt came out of the Maker's 
Hands, and their Herſes look as if they had only been 
walk d our. Thele are ſuch ſufficient Signs, that Prince 
Aimed does not come a great way, that we ſhould think 
eur {elves wanting in our Duty, if wedid not make our 
humble Remonſtrances, that tor your own Preſervation 
and the good of your People, you might take {ch Mea- 
fares as you ſhould think fit. 

When the Favourite had made an End of this longSpeech, 
the Sultan faid, be as it will I don't believe my Son Ahmed 
Js ſo wicked as you would perſuade me he is; however I 
am obliged to you for your good Advice, and don't diſpute, 
but that it proceeds from your ws Intentions, | 
The Sultan of the Indies faid this, that his Favourites 
mightnot know the Impreſſions their Diſcourſe had made- 
on his Mind, which had fo alarm'd him, that he reſolved 
to have Prince Ahmed watch'd, unknown to his Grand 
Vizier. For this End he ſent for the Magician, who w:s 
introduced by a Back-Door into his Apartment. Thou 
toldeſt me the Truth, faid he, when-chou aſfiiredſt me my 
Son Ahmed was alive, for which l am obliged to thee ; but 
now thou muſt do me another Pleaſure. J have ſeen him 
fince, and he comes to my Court every Month; but I can- 
nor learn from him where he reſides, and l Would not force 
kis Secret out ot him, but believe thee capable of fatisfy- 
ing my Curioſity, without letting him orany of my Court 
know any Thing of the Matter. Thou know'ſt, that at 
this preſent he is here with me, and is uſed to go away 
Without taking Leave of me, or any of my Court. Go 
immediately upon the Road, and watch kim ſo well, as to 
fand out where he retires, and bring me Word. 


The 
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The Magician. left the Sultan, and knowing the Place 


where Prince Ahmed found his Arrow, went immediately 
thither, and hid herſelf near the Rocks, ſo that no body 
eould ſee her. | S187: + * 
The next Morning Prince Ahmed ſet out by Day-Break, - 
without taking Leave either of the Suitan, or any of his 
Court, according to Cuſtom. The Magician ſeeing him 
coming; follow'd him. with her Eyes, till all on a ſudden, 
ſhe loſt fight of him and his Attendants: T eke 
As the Rocks were very ſteep, and craggy, they were 
an inſurmountable Barrier, ſo that the Magician judged, 
that there were but two Things forãt, either that the Prince 
retired into ſome Cavern, or an abode of Genies or Fairies. 
Thereupon ſhe came out of the Place where ſhe was hid, 
and went directly to the hollow Way, which ſhe traced till 
ſhe came to the tarther End, looking carefully about on all 


Sides. But notwithſtanding all her Diligence, could per- 


ceive no Opening, not ſo much as the Iron Gate which 


Prince Ahmed dilcover'd, which was tobe ſeen and open'd 
to none but Men, and only to ſuch aswhoſe Preſence was 


agreeable to the Fairy Paribanen, 


The Magician, who ſaw it was in vain for her to ſearch 
any farther, was obliged to be ſatisfyed with the Diſcovery. 
ſhe had made, and return d io give the Sultan an Account. 
When ſhe had told him what ſhe had done, ſhe added, Your 
Majeſty may eaſily underſtand, after what I have had the 


Honour to tell you, it will be no hard Matter to give 


the Satis faction you deſire of Prince Ah eds Conduct I 
won't tell you now, what I think, but chuſe to let you 
know it. when I can do it, and can give you a juſt Account; 
todo which, I only ask time, and that you will have Pati- 
ence, and give me — it, without knowing firſt, 
what Meaſures I defign to take. | | 
The Sultan was very well pleaſed with the Mapician's 
Conduct, and ſaid to her, do you as you think fit: I'] wait 
tientiy the Event of your Promiſes; and to encourage 
er made her a Preſent of a Diamond of great Value, tel- 


ling her, it was only an Earneſt of the Recompence ſhe 


ſhould have, it ſhe did him that important piece of Service, 
which ke left to her Management. . 


As 


— 
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As Prince Ahmed had obtain'd the Faify Paribanon's 
Leave to go to the Sultan of the Indies Court once a Month, 
he never fail'd, and the Magician knowing the Times, went 
a Day or two before to the Foot of the Rock where ſhe 
joſt Sight ot the Prince, and his Attendants, and wait d 
there with an Intention to execute the Project ſhe had in 


The next Morning Prince Ahmed went out as uſual at 


the Iron-Gate, with the ſame Attendants as before, and 
Pafs'd by the Magician, v/hom he knew not to be ſuch, and 
ſeeing her lie with her Head againſt the Rock, and com- 


plaining as if the was in great P. in, he p tied her, turn'd his 


 Herſe about, and went to her, and ask d her what was 
* with her, and what he could do to eaſe 
The artful Sbrcereſs look'd at the Prince in a pitiful 
manner, without every lifting up her Head, and an- 
ſwer'd, in Broken Words and Sighs, as if ſhe cou d hard- 
ly fetch her Breath; that ſhe was going to the Capital City, 
but in the Way thither fhe was taken with ſo viol-nt a Fe- 
'ver, that her Strength failed her, and ſhe was forced to lie 
down where he {aw her, far from any Habitation, and 
without any Hopes of Aſſiſtance. | 


_ Good Woman, reply'd Prince Ahmed, you are not ſo 


far from Help as you imagine: 1 am ready to aſſiſt you, 
and convey you, where you ſhall not only have all poſſible 
Care taken ot you, but where you will meet with a ſpeedy. 


Cure. Only get up, and let one of my People take you 


behind bim. | 5 | 
At theſe Words, the Magician who pretended Sickneſs 
only to know where the Prince lived, and what he did, re- 
fuſed not the charitable Offer he made her; and that her 
Actions might correſpond with her Words, ſhe made ma- 
ny pretended vain Fndeavours to get up. At the ſame time 
two of the Prince's Attendants lighted off their Horſes 


. 


helped her up and ſet her behind another, and mounted 


their: Horſes again and followed the Prince, who turn'd 
back to the lron-Gate, which was open d by one of his 
Retinue, who rid before: And when he came into the out- 
ward Court of the Fairy's, without diſmounting him- 
ſelf, he ſent to tell her he wanted to ſpeak with her. 
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The Fairy Paribanon came with all imaginable Haſt, not 
knowing what made Prince Ahmed return ſo ſoon, who 
not giving her time to ask him the Reaſon, faid; Princeſs, 


— 


5 L deſire, you would have Compaſſion on tais good Wa-. 
man, pointing to the Magician, who was held up by two 
of his Retinue. I found her in the Condition you ice her 


in, and promiſed her the Aſſiſtance ſhe ſtands in need of, 
and am per ſuaded, that you, out of your own Goodaeſ;, 


4 

| 28 well as upon my Intreaty, will not abandon her, 

| FF The Fair Faribanon, who had her Eyes fixt upon the 

. | pretended, fick Woman, all the time, that the Prince was 

* talking to her, ordered two of her Women who followed 

; her, to take her from the two Men that held her, and carry 

. her into an Apartment of the Palace, and take as much 
Care of her, as her ſelf. . 

11 Whilſt the two Women executed the Fairy's Com- 

mands, ſhe went up to Prince Ahmed, and whiſpering him 


in the Ear, faid ; Prince I commend your Compaſſion, 
which is worthy of you and your Birth; I take a great 
Pl-aſure in gratifying your goed Intention, but give me 
leave to tell you, I am afraid it will be but ill rewarded. 
This Woman is not ſo fick, is ſhe pretends to be; and I 
am very much miſtaken, if ſhe is not an Impoſtor, who 
will be the Cauſe of a great Trouble to you. L ut don't 
be concern d: let what will be deviſed again ſt you, be per- 
luaded, that I will deliver you out of all the Snares that 
ſhall be laid for you: Go and purſue your Journey. | 
This Diſcourſe of the Fairy's, did not in the leaſt fright 
Prince Ahmed: My Princeſs, ſaidhe, as I don't remember I 
| ever did, or delign'd, any Body an Injury, I cannot be- 
lieve, any Body can have a Thought of doing me one; 
but if they have, I ſhall not nevertheleſs forbear doing 
Good, whenever J have an Opportunity. After ſay ing 
ſo, be took his Leave of the Fairy, and fer forward again 
tor his Father's Capital, where he ſoon arrived, and was 
received as uſual by the Suhan, who diſguiſed as much as 
poſſible the Trouble the Diſcourſe and Suipicions of his 
Favourites had given him. 
In the mean time the two Women carried the Magician 
into a very fine Apartment richly furniſh'd, Firſt, they fat 
her down upon a Sofa, with her Back fupported with a 
Cuſhion of Gold Brocade, while they madea Bed * the 
| ame 
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Iime Sofa before her, the Quilt of which was finely im- 
broidered with Silk, the Sheets of the fineſt Linnen, and 
the Coverlid Cloth of Gold. When they had put her in- 
to Bed, (for the old Sorcereſs pretended that her Fever was 
o violent ſhe could not help her ſelf i · the leaſt) one of 
the Women went out and returned ſoon again, with a 


China Diſh in her Hand, full of a certain Liquor, which 


mne preſented to the Magician, while the other helped her 
upon her Breech: Drink this Liquor, ſaid fhe, it is the 
Water of the Fountain of Lyons, anda fovereign Remedy 
ægainſt all Fevers whatſeever. You will find the Effects 
of it in leſs than an Hour's time. l 
The Magician, to diſſemble the better, took it after a 

great deal ot Intreaty, as if fhe was very much averſe to 
take that Potion ; but at laſt ſhe took the China Diſh, 
and holding back her Head, ſwallowed down the Liquor, 
When ſhe was laid downagain, the two Women cover'd 
ber up; lie quiet, faid ſhe who brought her the China 
Cup, and pet a little Sleep, if you can; we'll leave you, 
and. hope to find you perfectly cured when we come again 
an Hour hence, 3 

The Magician, who came not to act a ſick Part long, 
but only to diſcover Prince *hmed's Retreat, and what 
made him leave his Father's Court, being fully fatisfy'din 
what ſhe wanted ro know, would willingy bave declared, 
that the Potion Tad then had its Eſſect; ſogreat was her 
Defire to return to the Sultan, to inform him of the Suc- 
ceſs of her Commiſſion: But as ſhe had been told, that 
the Potion did not operate immediately, ſhe was forced 
to wait the two Womens Return. 

The two Women came again at the Time they faid 
they ſhould, and found the Magician got up and dreſs d, 
and fit upon the Sofa; who, when ſhe taw them open the 


Door of her Apartment, cry'd out, O acmirable f ot on!, 


it has wrought its Cure much ſooner than you told me it 
would, and I have waited a long time with Impatience to 
.defire you to- carry me to your charitable Miſtreſs to 
thank her for. her Kindneſs, tor which 1 ſha'Falways be 
-Obliged to her; ſince being thus cured to a Miracle, 1 


Fall not loſe any Time, butſha'lbe able to proſecute my 


ourney, 
_— The 
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The two Women, who were Fairies 2s well as heir 
Miſtreſs, after they had to d the Magician how glad the 
were that ſhe was eured.ſo ivon, waik'd before her, an 


conducted her thro' feveral Apartments, all more noble 


than that wherein ſhe lay, into a large Hall, the moſt rich- 
ly and magnificently furniſh'd of all the Palace. 

Paribanon was ſet in this Hall ona Throne of Maſſy 
Gold, inrich'd with Diamonds, Rubies and Pearls ot an 
extraordinary Size, and attended on each Hand by a 
great Number of beautiful Fairies, all richly cloath'd, 
At the tight of ſo much Majeſty, the Magician was not 
only dazled, but was fo amaz'd, that after ſhe had pro- 
ſtrated herſelf before the Throne, ſhe could not open her 


Lips to thank the Fairy; as'ſhe propoſed, However Pari- 


banon faved her the Trouble, and ſaid to her, Good Wo- 
man, I am glad I had an Opportunity to oblige you, and 
to ſee you are able to puriue your Journey. I won'tdetain 
you, but perhaps you may not be diſpleaſed to ſee my 
Palace; follow my Women, they-ſhall ſhew it you. 

The old Sorcere{s, who had not Power nor Courage tg 
jay a Word, proſtrated herſelf with hey Head to the Ta- 
peſtry that cover'd the Foot of the Throne a ſecond Time, 
and ſo took her Leave, and was conducted by the two 
Fairies through all the ſame Apartments, which were 
ſneven to Prince Ahmed at his firſt Arrival there, and exa- 
mining all the Riches and Magnificence, ſne often made 


great Exclamations But what was the greateſt Subject 
of her Admiration was, that the tvyo Fairies told her, that 


all ſhe aw and was ſurprized at, was a meer Trifle in re- 
pe& of their Miſtreis's Grandeur and Riches; and that in 


| the Extent of her Dominions, ſhe had ſo many Palaces, 
that they could not tell the Number of them, all of dif- 


ferent Models and Architecture, and as magnificent and 


noble. In talk ng of a great many other Par: iculars, they 


brought her at laſt to the ron Gate, at which Prince 4 
med brought her in, and which, after ſhe had taken her 
Leave of them, and thanked them for the Pains they had 


| taken, they open'd, and wifh'd her a good Journey. 


After the Magician had gone a little way, ſhe turn'd back 
again to obſerve the Door, and know it again; but all in 
vain, for as I have before obſerved, it was inviſible to her 


and all other Women. Except in this Circumſtance, ſhe 


Was 
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Was very well ſatisty'd with executing the Commiſion 
ſhe had taken upon herlſelt, and poſted away to the Sultan. 


When ſhe came to the Capital, the went a great many By- 


Ways to get privately to the Back-door of the Sultan's Pa- 


lace, who being informed-of her Arrival, ſent for her into 


his Apartment, and;perceiving a melancholy Pang upon 
her Countenance, he thought ſhe had not ſucceeded, and 
- Jaid to her, by thy Looks 1 gueſs that they Journey has 
been to no purpoſe, and thou haſt not made the Diſcove- 
ry I expected from thy Diligence. Sir, reply'd the Ma- 
gician, your Majeſty muſt give me Leave to repreſent to 
you, that you ought not to judge by my Looks, Whether or 
no I have behaved my ſeif well in the Execution of the 
Commands you was pleaſed to honour me with, but by 
the fatal Reports I ſnall make you ot all that has happened 
to me, and by which you'll find that I have not neglected 
any thing that could render me worthy of your Approbati- 
on. The Melancholy you obſerve in my Face proceeds 
from another Cauſe than the want of Succeſs, which! 
hope your Majeſty will have all the Reaſon in the World 
to be content with, and of which, it you will have Pa- 


tience, the Relation, I am going to give, will inform you, 


Then the Magician related to the Sultan of the Indies, 
how ſhe pretending to be ſick, Prince Ahmed, mov'd with 
Cempaſſion, had her carried into a ſubterraneous Abodeè, and 
preſented and recommended her himſelf to a Fairy of an 
incomparable Beauty, Flving her by ber Care to contri- 
bute towards her Health. Then ſhe told him, with how 
much Complaiſance the Fairy preſently ordered two Fai- 
Ties that attended her, totake care of her, and not leave her 
till ſhe was recovered; which great Condeſcenſion, taid 
ſhe, could proceed from no other Perſon but from a Wife 
to a Husband. Afterwards the old Sorcereſs exaggerated 

on bes Surprize at the Front of the Palace, which, ſhe 
aid, had not its Fellow in the World, and gave him an Ac- 
count how the two Fairies held her up by each Arm, like a 
ſick Perſon a< ſhe feigned to be, that could not walk or 
ſupport her ſelf; and made a long Story of the Care they 
took of her, after they had led her into an Apartment, of 
the Potion they made her drink, and the quickneſs of her 
Cure; how ſhe ſtill pretended Sickneis, tho * w 
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Joabted of the Virtue of the Draught: But above all, ſne 


was ſure not to forget the Majeſty of the Fairy ſeated on a 


Throne that ſhined again with Jewels, the Value of which 


exceeded all the Riches of the Kingdom of the Indies, 


and that in ſhort, all the other Riches, which were inclu- 


ded in that vaſt Palace, were immenſe. 
Here the Magician finiſhing the Relation of the Succeſs - 


of her Commiſion, and continuing her Diſcourſe, ſaid, 


What does your Majeſty think of theſe unheard-of Rich- 


es ot the Fairy? Perhaps you will ay, you are ſtruck with 


Admiration,and rejoyce at the good Fortune of Prince 
Ahmed your Son, who enjoys them in common with the 
Fairy. For my part, Sir, I beg of your Majeſty to for- 
give me, if I take the Liberty to remonſtrate to you that! 
think other wiſe, and to tell you that J ſhudder when 1 
conſider the Misfortune which may happen to you. And 
this is the Melancholy which I could not fo well diſſemble, 
and you ſo ſoon perceived. I would believe that Prince 
Ahmed of his own Nature is incapable of undertaking any 
thing againſt your Majeſty. But who can anſwer, that 
the Fairy by her Charas and Careſſes, and the Influence 
ſhe has already over him, may not inſpire him with a per- 
nicious Deſign of dethroning your Majeſty, and ſeizing 
the Crown of the Indies. This is what your Majeſty 
ought to conſider as a ſerious Affair, and of the utmoit 
Importance. | 

Tho' the Sultan of the Indies was very well periwaded 


that Prince 4þmed's Natural Diſpolition was good, yet he 
could not help being concern d at the Diſcourſe of the old 


Sorcereſs, to whom, when ſhe was for taking her Leave, 
he ſaid, I thank thee for the Pains thou haſt taken, and thy 
wholeſome Advice; I am ſo ſenſible of the great Impor- 
tance it is to me, that ] ſhall deliberate upon it in Council. 
Accordingly he returned to his Favourites, with whom 
he was conſulting. when he was told of the Mag: cian's Ar- 
rival, and — her to follow him. He acquainted them 
with what he had learned, and communicated to them allo 
the Reaſon he had to fear the Fairy's Influence over the 
Prince, and ask d them what Meaſures they thought mott 
proper to be taken to prevent ſo greata Misiortune. To + 
which, one of the Favourites taking upon himſelf to 
ipeak for the reſt, ſaid, Your Majeſty knows who mult be 
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th! Author, and now: he is in your Court, and in your Pow. 


er, you ought to make no Scruple to put him under Ar- 


reſt; and | won't ſay, take away his Lite; but make him 


a⁊cloſe Priſoner while he lives. This Advice all the other 


Favourites unanimouſly applauded. 


Then the Magician, who thought it too violent, ask d | 
the Sultan Leave to ſpeak, which he granted her, and ſhe 
{aid, Sir, I am perfwaded, the Zeal of your Counſellors 


for your Majelty's In: ereſt makes them propoſe the arreſt- 


ing of Prince Abmed. But perhaps they wl not take it 
amiſs, if I offer to your and their Conſideration, that if 


you arreſt the Prince, you muſt alſo detain his Retinue, 
Vho are all Genies. And it is to be thought it will not be 
eaſy to ſeize and ſecure their Perſons. Is not their Proper- 


ty: ſuch, as they can render themſelves inviſible, and tranſ- 
port themſelves to the Fairy, and give her an Account of 
the Inſult offered her Husband ? Aud can it be ſuppoſed ſhe 


will let it go unreveng'd? But would it not be better, if by 
any other Means, wich might not make ſo great a Noiſe, 


the Sultan could ſecure himſelf againſt any ill — 
Prince Ahmed may have againſt him, and not injure his 


Majeſty's Honour, or any body be ſuſpected. of giving e- 
vil Coun ol. If his Majeſty has any Opinion of my Ad- 
vice, as Genies and Fairies can do things impracticable to 


Men, it would pique Prince Abmedin his Honour to en- 


gage him by means of the Fairy, to procure you certain 


Advantages, which he will be obliged to do. As for Ex- 
ample, every time your Majeſty goes into the Field, you 
are obliged to be at a great Expence, not only in Pavilions 
and Tents for your Army, but likewiſe in Mules and Ca- 


mels to carry their Baggage. Now. might not you en - 


gage him to uſe his Intereſt with the Fairy to procure you 


a Tenr, which might be carried in a Man's Hand, andwhich 


ſhou'd be ſo arge as to ſhelter your whole Army ;agatnſt 
any bad Weather. 

I need ſay no more to your Majeſty ; if the Prince brings 
ſuch a Tent, you may make a 


ficulties, the Impoſſibility of the executing of them will 


wW 


a great many other Demands - 
of the fame Nature, that at laſt he muſt ſink under the Dif- 


| ing the Power, and fertile Ipven-. 
tions of the Fairy, who hiꝰ inticed him from you by. her 
 kachantments,thatat laſt he will be aſhamed to pred. 
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will be forced to paſs the reſt of his Life with the Fairy 
excluded from any Commerce with the World, and then 
your Majeſty will have no Reaſon to be afraid of any En- 
terprizes from him, and cannot be reproached with ſo de- 
teſtable an Action, as the ſnedding of a Son's Blood, or 
making him a Priſoner for ever. CE 

When the Magician had finiſh'd her Speech, the Sultan 

-ask'd his Favourites, if they had any thing better to pro- 
pole, and finding them all ſilent, determin'd, to follow the 
Magician's Advice, as the moſt reaſonable and molt agree - 
able to his mild Government. 0 | 

The next Day, when the Prince came into his. Father's 
Preſence, who was talking with his Favourites, and had 
ſat down by him, after a Converſation on indifferent Sub- 
jects, the Sultan addreſſing himſelf to Prince Ahmed, ſaid, 
Son, when you came and diſpell'd thoſe Clouds of Melan- 
choly which your long Abſence had brought upon me, you 

made the Place of vour Retreat a Myſtery to me; that I 
am ſatisfy d to ſee you again, and know that you was con- 
tent with your Condition, I would not penetrate farther 
into your Secret, when I found you did not care I ſhould; 
I don't know, hy you ſhould uſe a Father after this man- 
ner, who ever was, and will be, glad of your Happineſs. 
However | know your good Fortune, and very much ap- 
prove your Conduct in marrying a Fairy fo worthy of 
your Love, and'{orich and povertul, as I am inform, it 
was not poſſible for me to have procured ſo great a Match 
for you. And now you are raiſed to ſo high a Rank as to 

be envied by every body but me your Father; I not only 
deſire you to preſerve the good Underſtanding between 
us, we have lived in hitherto ; but thar you would uſe your 

Credit with the Fairy to obtain for mea little of her Aſſiſ- 
tance, Which I ſtand in need of in one Circumſtance, and 
therefore will make a Trial of your Intereſt, 

You are not unſenſible what a great Expence, not to 
mention the Embarraſſment to my Generals and Officers, 
Tents, Pavilions, the Mules and Camels which carry 

them, are to me every time I take the Field. Now if you 

would but give your Attention to do me a Pleaſure, I am 
perſwaded you could eaſily procure trom her a Pavilion that 

m . carried in a Man's Hand, and which would ex- 

te 


over adarge Army: Beſides, when n 
L 2 1 


it is for me, tho it may be a difficult Thing, ſhe will not 
refuſe you; all the World knows Fairies are capable ot 
doing moſt extraordinary Things. FD 
Prince Ahmed never expected, that the Sultan his Father 
would have ask d ſuch a Thing, which at firſt appeared ſo 
difficult, not to ſay impoſſible. Tho' he knew not abſo- 
lutely how great the power of Gen es and Fairies was, he 
doubted whether it extended ſo far as to compaſs ſuch a 
Tent as his Father defired : Moreover he had never ask d a- 
ny thing of the Fairy Paribanon, but was fatisty'd with the 
. continual and many Proofs ſhe had given him of her Paſ- 
Hon, which he ſtudied to preſerve, without any Views or 
Intereſt, further than her Love; therefore he was in the 
ercatetEmbarrafiment imaginable what Anſwer to make. 
At lait, he repl) 'd, If, Sir, after the finding of my Arrow, 
I have made my Actions a Secret to you, the Reaſon was, 
that was of no great Importance to you to be informed of 
them; and though 1 know not how this Myſtery has been 
revealed to you, I cannot deny but your Information is ve- 
ry juſt. I have married the Fairy you ſpeak of; I love 
her, and am perſuaded ſhe loves me; but can ſay nothing 
to the Influence your Majeſty believes I have over her. Tis 
w hat I have not yet made an Experiment of, nor thought 
of, and ſhould be very . you would diſpenſe with me 
trom undertaking ic, but let me enjoy the Happineſs of lo 
vingand being beloved without any other Views or Inte- 
reſt. But the Demand of a Father is a Command upon e- 
very Child like me, who thinks it my Duty to obey him in 
every Thing. And tho' it is with the greateſt Reludtance 
imaginable, I will not fail to ask the Favour of my Wife, 
your Majeſty deſires, but will not promiſe you to obtain it; 
and it I ſhould not have the Honour to come again to pay 
you my Reſpects, that ſhall be the Sign that I have not had 
Succeſs: But beforehand ] deſire you to forgive me, and 
conũder that you your ſeif have reduced me to this Extre- 
mity. | 
Son, replied the Sultan of the Indies, I ſhould be very 
ſor:y what l ask of you ſhould cauſe methe Diſpleaſure ot 
never fecing you more. I find you don't know the Pow- 
er a Husband has over a Wife; and yours would ſhew that 
her Love to you was very indifferent, if ſhe, with the Pow- 
er the has of a Fairy, ſhould refuſe you fo trifling aRequeſt 
. . as 


* — , TIRE. - * * 


( 245 ) 
a5 this I deſire you to ask of her for my fake. Lay afide 
your Fears, which proceed from your 2lieving your ſelr 
not loved ſo well as you would be. Go and ask her only, 
you'll find the Fairy loves you better than you imagine, 
and remember that People for want of asking, often loſe 
great Advantages. Think with your felt, that as you love 
her, you could refuſe her nothing ; theretore it ſhe loves 
you, no more can ſhe you. 

All this Diſcourſe of the Sultan of the Indies could not 
perſwade Prince Ahmed, who would rather he would 
haveask'dany thing elſe, than expoſing him to the Ha- 
zard of diſpleaſing his dear Paribanon; and ſo great was 
his Chagrin, that heleft the Court two Days ſooner than 
he was uſed to do. = 5 

When he returned back again to the Fairy, to whom he 
always appeared with a merry, gay Countenance, ſhe ask d 
him the Cauſe of the Alteration ſhe perceived in his Looks, 
and finding that inſtead of anſwering her, he inquired at- 
ter her Health, to avoid ſatisfying her: She {aid to him, I 1 
will anſwer yourQueſtion when you have anſwered mine. 

The Prince deny'dit a long Time, proteſting that nothing 
was the Matter with him ; but the more he denied it, ſhe 
teazed him, and ſaid to him, I cannot bear to ſee you in this 
Condition; tell me what makes you ſo concerned, that I 
may eaſe your Trouble whatever may be the Cauſe of it; 
for it muſt be very extraordinary, it it isout of my Pow- 


er, unleſs it be the Death of the Sultan your Father, and in 


that Cafe Il contribute all that lies in my Power to com- 
fort you. . | | 

Prince .*hmed could not long withſtand the preſſing In- 
ances of the Fairy: Mad im, ſaid he, God prolong the Sul - 
tan my Father's Life, and bleis him; I left him alive and in 


22 Health; therefore that is not the Cauſe of the Me- 


ncholy you perceive in me, tho' indeed the Sultan is the 
Occaſion of my Concern, becauſe he has impoſed on me 
the Neceſſity of being importunate to you. Firſt, you 
know the Care I have taken, with your Approbation, to 
conceal from him the Happineſs I have to ſee you, love 
you, to deſerve your Favour and Love, and to have pledg d 
my Faith with you, but cannot tell how he has been infor- 
med of it. | __ | 
„ Here 
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Here the Fairy Paribanon interrupted Prince Ahmed, 
and ſaid, If you don't know, Ido: Remember what I told 
you of the Woman who made you believe ſhe was ſick, 
on whom you took ſo much Compaſtion : Tis ſhe who 
has acquainted the Sultan your Father, with what you 
have taken ſo much Care to hide from him. I told you 
that ſhe was not fick, as ſhe pretended to be, and ſhe has 
made it appear ſo: For in ſhort, after the Women whom L 
charged to take care of her, had given her the ſovereign 
Water againſt all Fevers, and which ſhe had no occaiion 


for: She pretended that that Water had cured her, and 


came to take her Leave of me, that ſhe might go the ſoon- 
er, and was in ſo much haſte, that ſne would have gone a- 


way without ſeeing my Palace, if I had not, by bidding 
my two Women ſne it her, thought it worth her ſeeing. 


But go on, and tell me what is the Neceſſity your Father 
has impoſed on you to be ſo importuna:e, which 1 deſire 
you will be per ſwaded can never be. | 
Madam, purſued Prince Ahmed, you may have obſer- 
ved, thathitherto1 have been content with your Love, 
and haveneyerask'd you any other Favour: For what, 
after the Poſſeſſion of ſo lovely and charming a Wife, can 


I defire more? Bur yet 1 know not how great your Po. - 


er maybe, andthaveraken care not to make a Trial ef it. 
Conſider then, 1 conjure you, that it is not me, but the 
Sultan my Father, bo indiſereetly, or at kaft l think fo, 
begsot pou a Pavilien large enough to theher him, his 


Court and Army, from the Violence of the Weather, and 


which a Man may carry in his Hand; but remember it is 
the Sultan my Father asks this Favour. 


Prinee, reply id the Fairy ſmiling, I am ſorry that ſo 


ſmall a Matter ſheulddiſt urb yeu and make you ſo uneaſy 
as you appeured to me. I ſee twWO Things have contribu- 
ted tovvards ĩt: One is, the Law you have tmpoalſed upon 
your ſelf tobe eoment with loving and being beloved by 
me, and to deny your ſelf the Liberty of asking me the 
denſt Favour that might try my Power. The ether, I don't 
doubt. whatever you may ſay, w2s, you thought that what 
Father ask d of me, was outof my Power. As to the 
@1lcommend you for it, and love you the better if poſſi- 


ble, for it; and for the ſecond, I muſt tell you, that hat the 


Sukan your Father asks ot me is a Trifle; and upon me 
FAY on 
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e 
ſion I can do much more difficult Things: Therefore be 
eaſy, and perſuaded that far from being importuned, I ſhall 
always take a great deal of Pleaſure in whatever you can 
deſire me 20 do for your ſake. Then the Fairy ſent for her 
Treaſurer, to whom, when ſhe came, ſhe ſaid, Nourgi- 
han, which was her Name, bring me the largeſt Pavilion 
in my Treaſury. Nourgihan returned preſently with the 
Pavilion, which ſhe could not only hold in her Pand, but 
inthe Palm of her Hand when ſhe ſhut her Fingers, and 
preſented it to her Miſtreſs, who gave it Prince Ahmed to 
look at. | 
When Prince Ahmed ſaw the Pavilion, which the Fairy 

called the largeſt in her Treatury he fanci-d ſhe had a mind 
to jeſt with him, and thereupon the Marks of his Sur- 
prize appeared preſently in his ( ountenance, which Pari- 
banon perceiving, burſt out a laughing. What! Prince, 
cry d ſhe, do you think 1 jeſt with you? You'll ſee pre- 
_ ſently that I am in earneſt, Nourgihan {aid ſhe to her Trea- 
ſurer, taking the Tent out of Prince Ahmed's Hands, go 
and ſet it up. that the Prince may judge whether it may be 
large enough for the Sultan his Father. | RES 
The Treaſurer went immediately with it out of the 
Palace, and carr ĩed it a great way off, and when ſhe had ſet 
it up, one End reach u to the very Palace; at which Time 
the Prince thinking it ſmall, found it large enough to ſbel- 
ter two greater Armies than that of the Sultan his Fa- 
ther's, and then {aid to Paribanon, I ask my Princeſea 
thouſand Pardons for my Incredulity, after what I have 
ſeen, I be. ieve there's nothing impoſſible to you. You 
ſee, ſaid the Fairy, that the Pavilion is larger than what 
your Father may have occaſion for; but you muſt know, 
that it has one Property, that it is larger or ſmaller accor- 
ding to the Army it is to cover. — 
The Treaſurer took down the Tent again, reduced it in- 
do its firſt Form, and brought it to the Prince, who took 
it, and without ſtaying any longer than till the next Day, 
mounted his Hor ſe, and went with the fame Attendants to 
the Sultan his Father. Pa” PE 
The Saltan, who was perſuaded that there could not be 
any ſuch Thing as ſuch a Tent as he ask d for, was in a 
great Sur prize at the Prince's Diligence. He took the 


Tent, and after he had admired its Smallneſs, his Amaze- 
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ment was ſo great, that he could not recover himſelf. 
When the Tent was ſet up in the great Plain, which we 
have beforementioned, he found it was large enough to 
ſnelter an Army twice as large as he could bring into the 
Field, which he looking upon to be a Superfluity, that 
might be troubleſome to him, Prince Ahmed told him, 
that for its {ize it would always be proportionable to his 
Army. 

To out ward Appearance the Sultan expreſs'd a great O- 
bligation to the Prince his Son for ſo noblea Preſent, deſi- 
ring him to return his Thanks to the Fairy Paribanon, 
and order d it to be carefully laid up in his Treaſury; but 
within himſelf he conceived a greater Jealouſy than what 
his flattering Favourites and the Magician had harboured 
and ſuggeſted to him, conſidering that by the Fairy's Al- 
fiſtance the Prince his Son might perform Things that 
were infinitely. out of his Power, notwithſtanding his 
Grandeur and Riches; and therefore he was the more in- 
rent upon his Ruin, and went to conſult the Magician a- 


. wt. o advifed him to engage the Prince to bring him 


ſome of the Water of the Fountain of Lions. 

In the Evening, when the Sultan was ſurrounded as u- 
ſual by all his Court, and the Prince came to pay his Re- 
ſpects among the reſt, he addreſs d himſelt to him in theſe 
Words; Son, ſaid he, I have already expreſs'd to you, how 
much 1 am obliged to you for the Preſent of the Tent 
you have procured me, that I look upon it as the moſt valu- 


able Thing in all my Treaſury ; but you muſt do one thing 


more for me, which will be every whitas agreeable to me. 
I am inform'd; that the Fairy your Spouſe makes uſe of a 
certain Water, called the Water of the Fountain of Lions, 
which curesall ſorts of Fevers, even the moſt dangerous; 


and as | am perfectly well perſwaded my Health is dear to 
you, I don't doubt but you will ask her fora Bottle of that 


Water for me, and bring it me as a ſovereign Medicine, 
which I may make uſe of when I have occaſion. Do me 
thisother important piece of Service, and thereby com- 
pleat the Duty of a good Son towards a tender Father. 
Prince Ahmed, who believed hat the Sultan his Father 
would have been ſatisfied with fo ſingular and uſeful a 
Tent, as that which he had brought, and that he would not 
ve impoſed any new Task upon him, which might ha- 
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zard the Fairy's Diſpleaſure, was ſtruck amoſt dumb at 
this new Requeſt, notwithſtanding ſhe had given him the 
Aſſurance of granting him whatever lay in her Power. At- 
tera long Silence, he ſaid, I beg of your Majeſty to be aſſu- 
red that there's nothing I would not undertake to procure- 
you, which may contribute to the prolonging your Life, 
but I could wiſh it might not be by the means of my Wife. 
For this Reaſon I dare not promiſe to bring the Water; all 
can do is, I'll aſſure you I will ask it of her, but my Re- 
luctance is as great as when 1 as K d for the Tent. 

The next Morning Prince Ahmed returned to the Fairy 
Paribanon, and related to her ſincerely and faithfully all that 
hid paſs d at the Sultan his Father's Court, from the giving 
of the Tent, which he told her he received with the ut- 
moſt Acknowledgment of the Favour ſhe had done him, 

o the new Requeſt he had charged him to make. And 
hen he had done, he added, But, my Princeſs, l only tell 
you this, as a plain Account of what paſs'd between me 
and my Father, but leave you to your own Pleaſure whe- 
ther you will Sean or reject this his new Deſire. 

No, no, reply'd the Fairy Par. banon, Lam glad that the 
Sultan of the Indies knows that you are not indifferent to 
me; I will ſatisfy him, and whatever Advice the Magician 
can give him, (for I ſee that he hearkens to her) he ſhall 


find no fault with you nor me: And yet there's a great deal 


of Wickedneſs in this Demand, as you will underſtand by 
what Jam going to tell you. The Fountain of Lions is 
ſituated in the middle of a Court of a great Caſtle, the Eu- 
trance into which is guarded by four large fierce Lions, 
two of which fleep alternately, while the other two 
wake. But don't let that frighten you, Ill give youMeans - 


| topaſs by them without any Danger, 


The Fairy Paribanon was at that time very hard at work, | 
and as ſhe had ſeveral Clews of Thread by her, ſhe took up 
one, and preſenting it to Prince Ahmed, ſaid, firſt take 


this Clew of Thread, T'ltell you preſently the Uſe of it. 


In the ſecond place, you mult have two Horſes, one you 


| muſt ride your ſelf, and the other you muſt lead, which 


muſt be loaded with a Sheep cut into four Quarters, that 


muſt be killed to Day. In the third place you mult be pro- 


vided with a Bottle, which I will give you to bring the 


Water in; ſet out early to morrow Morning, and when 
jou have paſs d the Iron Gate, throw the Clew of Thread 
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defore you, which will roul till it comes to the Gates of 
the Castle. Follow it, and when it ſtops, as the Gates 
will be open, you will ſee the four Lions; the two that 
are awake will, by their roaring, wake the other two; 
but don't be frighted, but throw each of them a Quarter 
of Mutton, and then clap Spurs to your Horſe, and ride to 
the Fountain, fill your Bottle without lighting, and then 
return with the ſame Expedition. The Lions will be ſo 

buſy eating, they will let you paſs þy them. 
Prince Ahmed ſet out be next 28 at the Time ap- 
pointed him by the Fairy, and followed her Directions 
unctually. When he arrived at the Gates of the Caſtle, 
e diſtributed the Quarters of Mutton among the four Li- 
ons, and paſſing through the midſt of them with Intrepi- 
dity, got to the Fountain, filld his Bottle, and returned as 
ſafe and ſound back as he went. When he had got a little 
diſtance from the Caſtle Gates, he turned him about, and 


: 1 two of the Lions 55 him, he drew 
i 


s Sabre, and prepared himſelf for his Defence. But as 
he went forwards, he ſaw one of them turned out of the 
Road at ſome diſtance, and ſhewed by his Head and Tail, 
that he did not come to do him any Harm, but only tog 
before him, and that the other ſtaid behind to tollow, he 
Put his Sword upagain in its Scabbard. Guarded in this 

lanner, he arrived at the Capital of the Indies, but the 
Lions never left him till they had conducted him to the 


Gates of the Sultan's Palace; after which they return d 


the ſame way they came, tho not without frightning all 


that faw them, forall they went in a very gentle Manner, 


and ſhewed no Fierceneſs. 


A great many Officers came to attend the Prince, while 
he diſmounted his Horſe, and afterwards conducted him 
into the Suitan's Apartment, who was at that time fur- 
rounded with his Favourites. He approached towards the 
Throne, laid the Bottle at the Sultans Feet, and kiſs'd the 
rich Tapeſtry which cover'd his Footſtool, and then faid, 
1 have brought you, Sir, the healthful Water which 

Majeſty defired fo much to keep among your other Rart- 
ties in your Treaſury; but at the fame time with you 


to make ule of it. | 8 

Alfter the Prince had made an End of his Compliment, 
the Sultan placed him on his Right Hand, and — to 
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him, Son, I am very much obliged to you far this valua- 
ble Preſent, as alſo for the great Danger you have expa- 
ſed your {elf to upon my Account, {which Þ have been in- 
formed of by a Magician who knows the Fountain of Li- 
ons) but do me the Pleaſure, continued he, to inform me 
y what Addreſs, or rather by what incredible Power you 
have been ſecured. 55 
Sir, reply'd Prince Ahmed, I have no ſhare in the Com- 
pliment your Majeſty is pleaſed to make me, all the Ho- 
nour is due to the Fairy my Spouſe, whaſe good Advice L 
followed. Then he informed the Sultan what thoſe Di- 
rections were, and by the Relation of this his Expedition, 
let him know how well he had behaved himſelt. When 
he had done, the Sultan, who ſhewed outwardly all the 
Demonſtrations of great Joy, but ſecretly became mere 
Jealous, retired into an inward Apartment, where he 
ſent for the Magician. „ 
The Magician at her Arrival ſaved the Sultan the Trou- 
ble to tell her of the Succeſs of Prince Ahmed's Journey, 
which ſhe had heard ot before ſhe came, and therefore 
was prepared with an infallible Means, as ſhe pretended, 
this Means ſhe communicated to the Sultan, who declar- 
ed it the next Day to the Prince in the midſt of all his 
Courtiers in theſe Words, Son, ſaid he, I have one Thing 
more to ask of you, after which I ſhall expect nothing 
more from your Obedience nor your Intereſt with your 
Wife. This Requeſt is, to bring me a Man not above a 
f bigh and whoſe Beard is thirty Foot 
long, who carries a Bar of Iron upon his Shoulders of five 
hundred Weight, which he uſes as a Quarterſtaff. | 
Prince Ahmed, who did not believe that there was 
ſuch a Man in the World as his Father deſcribed, would 
ladly have excuſed himſelf; but the Sultan perſiſted in 


bis Demand, and told him, the Fairy could do more incre- 


dible Things. | | 
The next Day the Prince returned to his dear Parilanor, 


F to whom he told his Father's new Demand. which he 


ſaid he look'sd 2 to be a thing more impoſſible than the 
two firſt ; for, added he, l cannot imagine there can be ſuch 


A2Man in the World; without doubt he has a Mind to try, 
whether or no 1am ſo lilly as to go about it, or he has a 
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Defign on my Ruin. In ſhort, how can be ſuppoſe that 
1 ſhould lay hold on a Man fo well armed, tho he is but 
little? What Arms can I make ule of to reduce him to my 
Will? 1f there are any Means, I beg you will tell them, 
and let me comeoft with Honour this Time. | 

Don't fright your ſeif, Prince, reply'd the Fairy, you run 
a Riſque in fetching the Water of the Fountain of Lions for 
your Father, but there's no Danger in finding out this 
Man, who is my Brother Schaibar, but is ſo far from be- 
ing like me, tho' we both had the ſame Father, that he is 
of ſo violent a Nature, that nothing can prevent his giv- 
ing bloody Marks ot his Reſentment for a light Offence; 
yet on the other hand, is ſo good as to oblige any one in 
whatever they deſire. He is made exactly as the Sultan 
your Father has deſcribed him, and has no other Arms, 
thana Barof Iron of five hundred Pounds weight, with- 
out which he never ſtirs, and which makes him reſpected, 
II ſend for him, and you ſhall judge of the Truth of 
what I tell you; but be ſure to prepare your {elf againſt 
being frightned at his extraordinary Figure when you ſee 
him. What! my Queen, reply'd Prince Ahmed, do you 
ſay Schaibar is your Brother? Let him be never ſo ugly 
cr deformed, I ſhall be ſo far from being frightned at the 
ſight of him, that, as our Brother I ſhall honour and love 
him. 3 
The Fairy ordered a Gold Chafing-diſh to be ſet with a 
Fire in it under the Porch of her Palace, with a Box of 
the ſame Metal, which was a Preſent to her, out of 
which taking a Perfume, and throwing it into the Fire, 
there aroſe a thick Cloud of Smoak. 
Some Moments after the Fairy ſaid to Prince Ahmed. 
ſee there comes my Brother, the Prince immediately 
perceived Schai bar coming gravely with his heavy Bar on 
his c houlder, his long Beard, which he held up before him, 
and a pair of thick Muſtachoes, which he tuck'd behind 
his Ears, and almoſt cover'd his Face. His Eyes were very 
ſmall, and deep {et in his Head, which was far from being 
of the ſmalleſt {ize, and on which he wore a Grenadier's 
Cap : beſides all this, he was very much hump-back'd. 
If Prince Ahmed had not known, that Schaibar was Pa- 

ribanon's Brother, he would not have been able - * 

| 00 
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look d at him without Fear; but knowing firſt who he 
was, he ſtood by the Fairy without the leaft Concern. 

Schaibar, as he came forwards, look'd at the Prince ear- 
neſtly enough to have child his Blood in his Veins, and 
ask'd Paribanon, when he firſt accoſted her, who that Man 
was? To which ſhe reply'd, he is my Husband, Brother 
his Name is Ahmed, and is Son tothe Sultan of the Indies. 
The Reaſon why 1 did not invite you to my Wedding, 
was, I was unwilling to divert you from an Expedition 
you was ingaged in, and from which, I heard with Plea- 
ſure, you returned victorious; and fo took the Liberty 
now to call for you, | 

At theſe Words, Schaibar looking on Prince Ahmed fa- 
vourably, ſaid, Is there any Thing, Siſter, wherein 1 can 
ſerve him? It is enough to me that he is your Husband, to 
engage me to do for him whatever he deſires. The Sul- 
tan his Father, reply d Paris anon, has a Curioſity to ſee 
you, and | defire he may be your Guide to the Sultan's 
Court. He needs but lead me the way, I'll follow him, 
Brother, reply'd Paribanon, it is too late to go to Day, 
therefore ſtay till to Morrow Morning, and in the mean 


time J will inform you of all that has paſs d between the 


Sultan of the Indies and Prince Ahmed ſince our Marri- 
age, 

8 The next Morning, after Schaibar had been inform'd of 
this Affair, he and Prince Ahmed ſet out for the Sultan's 
Court. When they arrived at the Gates of the Capital, the 
People no ſooner ſaw Schaibar, but they ran and hid them- 
ſelves, and ſome ſhut up their Shops, and lock'd them- 
ſelves up in their Houſes, while others flying, commu- 
nicated their Fear to all they met, who ſtaid not to look 
behind them, but ran too, inſomuch that Schaibar 
and Prince Ahmed, as they went along, found the Streets 
all deſolate, till they came to the Palace, where the Por- 
ters inſtead of keeping the Gates, ran away too; ſo that 
the Prince and Schaibar advanced, without any Obſtacle, 
to the Council lall, where the Sultan was ſeated on his 
Throne, and giving Audience. Here like wiſe the Huiſſirs, 


at the Approach of Schaibar, abandoned their Poſts, and 


gave them free Admittance. 
Schaibar went boldly and fiercely up to the Throne, 
without waiting to be preſented by Prince Ahmed, and 
- 
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accalted the Sultan of the Indies in theſe Words, Thou 
haſt asked for me, ſaid he, ſee here I am, what wouldſt 
thou have with me? BE | 

The Sultan, inſtead of anſwering him, clapt his Hands 
before his Eyes, to avoid the ſight of fo terrible an Object; 
at which uncivil and rude Reception Schaibar was ſo much 
provoked, after he had given him the Trouble to come ſo 

, that he inſtantly litted up his Iron Bar, and kill'd him, 
before Prince Ahmed could intercede in his Behalf. All 
that he could do, was to prevent his killing the Grand 
Vizier, who ſat not far from him, repreſeming to him, 
that he had always given the Sultan his Father good Ad- 
vice. Theſe are they then, faid Schaibar, who Fave him 
bad, and as he pronounced theſe Words, he killed all the 
other Viziers and flattering Favourites of the Sultan, who 
were Prince Ahmed's Enemies; every time he ſtruck, he 
Killed ſome one or other, and none eſcaped, but they who 
were not ſo frighted as to ſtand ſtaring and gaping, and 
who ſaved themſelves by Flight. | 
When this terrible Execution was over Schaibar came 

out of the Council Hall iato the midſt of the Court-Y ard, 
with the Iron Bar upon his Shoulder, and looking hard ar 
the Grand Viſier, Who owed his Life to Prince Ahmed, 
he ſaid, I know here is a certain Magician, who is a greater 
Enemy of my Brother - in- Lais than all the baſe Favou- 
rites I have chaſtiſcd; let that Magician be brought to me 
Preſently. The Grand Viſier icamediately ſent for her, 
and as ſoonas ſhe was brought, Schaibar ſaid, at the time 
he teteh'd a ſtroke at her with his Iron Bar, Take the Re- 
ward of thy pernic ous Council, and learn to feign Sick - 
nels again. 
After wards he faid, this is not yet enough. I will uſe the 
hole Town after the ſame Manner, if they do not im- 
medistely acknowledge Prince Ahmed my Bro: her in Law 
tor their Sultan, and the Sultan of the Indies. Then all that 
were there prelent made the Air echo again with the re- 
Peated Acclamat ions of long Lite to Sultan Amed; and 
immediately after, he was proclaimed through the Whole 
Town. Schaibar made him be claathed in the Royal Veſt- 
ments, inſtalld him on the Throne, and after be had 
Made all fwear Homage and Fidelity to him, 2 


* 
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fetch d his Siſter Paribanon, whom he brought with all 
the Pomp and Grandeur imaginable, and made her to be 
ovyn'd Suitaneſs of the Indies. | | | 

As for Prince Ali and Princeſs Nouronnihar, as they had 
no hand in the Conſpiracy againſt Prince Ahmed, and 
knew nothing of any, Prince Ahmed aſſigned them a 
conſiderable Province, with its Capital, where they ſpent 
the reſt of their Lives. - Afterwards he ſent an Officer to 
Prince Hauſſain, to acquaint him with the Change, and 
make him an Offer of which Province he liked beſt; but 
that Prince thought himſelf ſo happy in his Solitude, that 
he bid the Officer return the Sultan his Brother his Thanks 
for the Kindneſs he deſigned him, aſſuring him of his 
Submiſſion, and that the only Favour he deſired of him, 
was to give him Leave to live retired in the Place he had 
made choice of for his Retreat. 

The Sultaneſs Scheherazade by theſe Stories kep: the 
Sultan of the Indies in Suſpence, that he knew not,-whe- 
ther he ſhould put her to Death, orlet her live; and ſhe 
peraciying his Irreſolution augmented his Eſteem for hey 

y telling the tollowingStory, 


IR, ſaid ſhe, there was a Prince of Pera named 
Khoſrouſchab, who, when he firſt came tohis Crown, 
to have a Knowledge of the World, took a great Pleaſure 
in Night- Adventures: He often diſguiſed himielf, attended 
bya truſty Miniſter diſguiſed like him, and rarnbled thro” 
the whole City, and met with a great many particular 
Adventures, which I ſhall not at prefent entertain your 
Majeſty with; but I bope you will hear with Pleaſure, 
what happen'd to him upon his firſt Ranable, which was 
in a little time after his Acceſſion to his Father's Throne, 
whodying in a good old Age, left him Heir to the King- 
dom of Perſia . | 
After the Ceremonies of his deceaſed Father's Funeral- 
Rites and his own Coronation were over, the new Sultan 
.Kboſronſchah, as well thro' Inclination as Duty, went out 
one 
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himſelf, to take notice of the Regularity obſerved by the 


Magiſtrates. Paſſing through a Street in that Part of the 
Town where the meaner Sort of People liv'd, he heard 
ſome People talking very loud, and going cloſe upto the 


Houſe, from whence the Noiſe came, and looking thro? 
a Crack in the Door, perceived a Light, and three Siſters 
on a Sofa, who were entred into a Chit-Chat after Supper. 
By what the eldeſt ſaid, he preſently underſtood the Sub- 


ject of their Diſcourſe was Wiſhes; for, ſaid ſhe, ſince 


we have got upon Wiſhes, mine ſhall be to have the Sul- 
tan's Baker for my Hus band, for then 1 ſhould eat my Belly 


full of that Bread, which by way of Excellence is called rhe 
Sultan's Bread. Now let's fee it your Taſtesare as good a: 


mine. For my part, reply'd the ſecond Siſter, I wiſh I 
was the Sultan's chiet Cook's Wite, for then I ſhoyld eat 
of the moſt excellent Ragouts; and as I am perſuaded, 


that as the Sulran's Bread is common in the Palace, I ſhould 


not want any of that; therefore you ſee, Siſter, addreſſing 
herſelf to her elder Siſter, that I have a better Fancy than 


you. 


had moreCharms and Wit than the two eldeſt, {poke in her 
Turn: For my part, Siſters, {aid ſhe, I ſhall not limit my 
Deſires, but will take a higher Flighr; and fince we are 
upon Wiſhing, I wiſh to be the Sultan's Wife. I would 


make him Father of a Prince, whoſe Hair ſhall be Gold on - 


one {ide of his Head and Silver on the other; when he cries, 
the Tears that fall from his Eyes ſnall be Pearls, and when 


he ſmiles, his Vermilion Lips ſhall look like a Roſe bud 


treſh blown, 
The three Siſters Wiſhes, particularly the youngeft's, 
ſeemed ſo ſingular to the Sultan Khoſrowſehah, that he re- 
10lved to gratity them in their Deſires; and without com- 
municating this his Deſign to his Grand Viſier, he charged 
him only to take notice of the Houſe, and bring the three 
Sifters before him the next Day. i 
The Grand Viſier in executing theSultan's Orders would 
but juſt give the three Siſters. Time to dreſs themſelves, 
and brought them to the Palace, and preſented them to 
the Sultan, who ſaid to them, do you remember the Wiſhes 
you made laſt Night when you were all in ſo pan 
ot e | IL o0d? 


one Evening, attended by his Grand Viſier, diſguiſed like | 


Then the youngeſt Siſter, who was very beautiful, and 


- 
rr 
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Mood? Come, ſpeak the Truth, I muſt know what they 
were. | | 
At this Diſcourſe the three Siſters were very much con- 
founded : They caſt down their Eyes and bluſh'd, and the 
Colour which roſe in the Cheeks of the youngeſt, quite 
captivated the Sultan's Heart; and out of Modeſty, and 
for fear they might have offended the Sultan by their Dit- 
courſe they remained filent. The Sultan gueſling at their 
Thoughts, to encourage them, ſaid, fear no: hing, I did 
not {end for you for any Crime you have committed, and 
ſince I ſee that the Queſtion I ask you, ſhocks you, and 1 
know every one's Wiſh, I'll eaſe you of your Fears. You, 
added he, that wiſh'd to be my Wife, you ſhall have your 
Deſire this Day; and you, continued he, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the two elder Siſters, you ſhall alſo be married to 
my chief Baker and C ook. | | 

As ſoon as the Sultan had declared his Pleaſure, the 

oungeſt Siſter, ſetting her Elders an example, threw her- 
ſelt at the Sultan's Feet, toexpreſs her Acknowledgment, 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, my Wiſh, ſince it is come to your Majeſty's 
Knowledge, was only made by way of Diſcourſe and 
Amuſement: I am unworthy of the Honour you do me, 
and ask Pardon for my Boldneſs. The two other Siſters 
would haveexcuſed themſelves alſo, but the Sultan inter- 
rupting them, {a'd; No, no, it ſhall be ſo ; every one's 
Wiſh ſhall be fulfilled. 

The Nuptials wereall celebrated that Day as the Sultan 
had reſolved; but after a different Manner. The Þ pow. 
Siſters were ſolemnized with all the Rejoicings uſualat the 
Marriages of the Sultans of Perſia, and the other two Sif- 
ters according to the Quality and Diſtinction of their Hus- 

. bands; the one as the Sultan's Chief Baker, and the other 
as Head Cook. | a 

The two elder Siſters thought the Diſproportion of their 
Marriages infinitely great, and this Conſideration made 

them ſo far from being content, tho' they were arrived at 


|  theutmoſt Height of their Wiſhes, and much beyond their 


Hopes : They were ſo much poſſeſſed with Envy, that it 
not only diſturbed their own Joy, but was the cauſe of 
great Troubles and Afflictions to the Sultaneſs their youn- 
ger Siſter. Lut at that time they had not an A 
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 te'communicate their Thoughts to each other, upon the 


Preference the Sultan had given their youngerSiſter to their 
Prejudice, but were al 
—— — Celebration of their Marriages. Some 
Days afterwards, when they had an Opportunity of ſee- 


ing each other at the publick Balls, the eldeſt Sifter aid to 
the other, Well, Sifter, what ſay you to our Siſter's great 


Fortune? Is not ſhe a fine Perſon to be a Sultaneſs? 1 mutt 


ovyn, ſaid the other Siſter, I cannot conceive what Charms 
the Sultan could diſcover in her, to be ſo bewitch'd by a 


Young Jade. That becauſe ſhe was ſome what younger 
than us, was that a Reaſon ſufficient for him to preter her! 
You wereas worthy of his Bed, and in Juſtice heought to 
have made choice of you. | 
Siſter, ſaid the elder, I ſhould not have laid any thing, if 


the Sultan had but pitch d upon you; but that he thouid 
chuſe that pert Slut, is what grieves me; but I wilnevenge 


my ſelf; and you, I think, are as much concerned as me, 


therefore 1 would have us concert Meaſures together, and 


communicate to me which way you can imagine ro morti- 
ty her, while l, on my ſide will inform you what my Deſire 
of Revenge ſhall ſuggeſtto me. SL 


After this wicked Plot, the rWo Siſters faw each other 


very frequently, and conſult hom they might diſturb and 
interrupt che Happirieis f the Sulwmels their younger S:1 - 
ter. They propoſed a great many ways, but in deli erat ing 
about the Manner of executing them, they found fo many 
Difficulties, that they durſt not attempt them. In the 
mean time they ofton went tagether to make her Viſits 


-with a deteſtable Diftimuletions and every time gave her 
All the Marks of Friendſhip they could imagine, to per- 
thaade hir how overjoy'd they were to have a Siſter raiſed 


to ſo high a Fortune. The Sultaneſs for her Part always 
received them with all the Demonſtrations of Eſteem and 


Valne theycould expect from a Siſter, whowasnot puſted 


mp withher high Dignity, and doved them as cordially as 
before. | 


Some Months after her Marriage, the Suitanefs found 


herſelf to be with Child, upon which the Sultan expreſſed 


228. Joy, which was communicated to all the Court, and 
Pp 


read throughaut the capital City, and all Perſia. Up- 


ments, 


an this. News the two Siſters, came to pay their Compli- 


oyed indreſſing them- 
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ments, and entring into a Diſcourſe with their Sifter, a- 
bout her lying in, they profered their Serviee to deliver her, 
deſiring her, if ſhe was not provided wirha Midwife, 20 
accept of them. 7 

The Sultaneſs ſaid to them, obligingly, Siſters, I ſhould 
defireno better, if i: was abſolutely in my Power to make 
choice of you; however, lam obliged to you for your 
good Will; but muſt ſubmit to do as the Suhan ſhall think 
fit. Let your Husbands make Intereſt, and get ſome Cour- 
tier to ask this Favour of the Sultan; and if he ſpeaks ro 
me about it, be aſſured, that I ſnall not only expreſs the 


Lleaſure he does me, but thank him for making choice of 


vou. ; | 

"The two Husbands applied them ſelves to ſome Courtiers 
their? atrons, and begged of them toute their Intereſt to 
procure their Wives the Honour they aſpired to. Thoſe 
Patrons interceded ſo much in their Behalf, as the Sultan pro- 
miſed them to conſider of it, and was. as good as his Word ; 
for in Converſation with the Sultaneſs on that Affair, he 
told her, that he thought her Siſters were the moſt proper 
Perſons to affiſt her in her Labour; but did not think to- 
name and appoint them to be her Mid wives, before he had 
asked her Conſent. The Sultaneſs ſenſible af the Defer- 

ence the Sultan ſo obligingly paid her, faid tom, Sir, 1 


am ready to do as Four Majeſty ſhall pleaſe to command 


me, but ſince you have been ſo Kindl as to think of my Sif- 
ters, I thank you for that Regard you haveſhewn them 
for my Sake; therefore I fhall not diflemble with you, but 


tell you, I wou d rather have them than Strangers. 


Then the Sultan Khoſrouſthabnamed the Sultaneſss tw .o 


| Siſters for to be her Midwives; and from that Time they 
| paſſed to and fro, to the Palace, overjoy edat the Opportu- 
nity they ſhould have of executing the deteftable Wicked 
| neſs they had meditated againſt the Sultanefs their Siſter. 


When the Sultane(s's Reckoning was out, ſhe was ſafely 


delivered of a young Prince, as bright as the Day; but net- 
ther his Innocence nor Beauty, were capable of moving 
the cruel Hearts of the mercileſs Siſters. They wrapt him 
up eareleſly in his Blankets, and put him intoa little Basket, 
| Which they abandoned to the Srream of a ſmall Canal, 
| Which ran under the Sultaneſs's Apartment, and declared 


ſhe 
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the was deliveredof a little dead Dog, which they produ? 


ced, . This diſagreeable News was preſently told to the 
Sultan, who conceived ſo much Grief and Anger thereat, 
as might have proved fatal to the Sultaneſs, if his Grand 
Vizier had nor repreſented to him, that he could not, 
without Injuſtice, make her anſwerable for the Variations 
of Nature, | | 

In the mean Time the Basket, in which the little Prince 
was expoſed, was carried by the Streams, beyond a Wal; 
which limited the Proſpect of the Sultaneſs's Apartment, 


and from thence floated with the Current down the Gar- 


dens. By Chance, the Attendant of the Sulran's Gardens, 
one of the principal and moſt conſiderab e Officers of the 
Kingdom, was walking by the ſide of this Canal, and per- 
ceiving a Basket floating, called to a Gardiner, who was 
not far off, and bid him come preſently to kim, and reach 
him that Basket, which he ſhewed him, that he might tee 
what was in it. The Gardiner, with a Spade he had in his 
Hand, brought the Basket to the Side of the Canal, an 
took it up, and gave it to him. | 3 
The Intendant of the Gardens was extreamly ſurprized 
to ſee a Child in the Basket, which tho' he eaſily Knew, it 
was but juſt born. had very fine Features. This Intendant 
had been married ſeveral Years, and tho he had always 
been deſirous of having Children, Heaven had never bleſ- 
ſed him with any. This Accident interrupted his Walk 
He made the Gardiner follow him with the Child; and 
when he came to his own Houſe, which was ſituated at the 
Entrance into the Gardens of the Palace, he went into his 


Wife's Apartment.” Wife, ſaid he, as we have no Child- | 


ren of our own, God has has ſent us a Boy here; I recom: 
mend him to you; provide him a Nurſe preſently, and 
take as much care of him, as if he was our own Son; for 
from this Moment I acknowledge him as fuch. The ln - 
tendant's Wife received the Child with a great deal of Joy, 


and took a great Pleaſure in having the Careof him. The 
Intendant himſelf would not inquire too-narrowly, from 
whence the Child came, but knew very well, it came not 
far off the Sultaneſs's Apartment, and that it was not bis 
Buſineſs to examine too far into Secrets, nor to create Dil- Þ 
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he Vear after the Sultaneſs was brought to bed of ano- 
ther Prince, on whom the ill- natured Siſters had no more 


Compaſſion than of his Brother, but expoſed him likewiſe 


in a Basket, and ſet him a drift in the Canal, pretending this 


Time, that the Sultaneſs was delivered of a Cat. It was 


happy alſo for this Child, that the Intendant of the Gar- 
dens was walking by the Canal - ſide, who had it carried to 
his Wife, and charged her to take as much Care of it as the 


firſt; which ſuited as well her Inclination, as it was agree- 


able to the Intendant. | 
The Sultan of Perſia was more enraged this Time a- 


| gainſt the Sultaneſs than before, and ſhe had felt the Effects 
of his Anger, if the Grand Viſier, by his Remonſtrances 


had not oppoſed him. | 
The- third Time the Sultaneſs laid in, ſhe was delivered 
of a Princeſs, which, innocent Babe, underwent the {ame 
Fate as the Princes its Brothers, but was perſerved from a 
certain Death, by the Compaſſion and Charity of the In- 
tendant, as well as the two Princes her Brothers. | 
To this Inhumanity the two Siſters added a Lye, and 
uſed the ſame Cheat as before. They produced a Pieceof 
Wood, and affirmed it to be a Mole which the Sultaneſs 
was delivered of. = | | 
The Sultan Khofroſchah could no longer contain him- 
ſelf, when he was informed of the News, What! ſaid he, 
this Woman, unworthy of my Bed, will fill my Palace 
with Monſters ! let her live! No, it ſhall not be, added 
he, ſhe is a Monſter herſelf, and I will rid the World of 
her, He pronounced this Sentence of Death, and order- 
ed the Grand Viſier to take Care to have her executed. 
The Grand Viſier and the Courtiers, who were pre- 
ſent, caſt themſelves at the Sultan's Feet, to beg of him to 
revoke that Sentence. Tour Majeſty, | hope, will give me 
-Leave, ſaid the Grand Viſier, to repreſent to you, that 
the Laws, which condemn Perſons to Neath, were made 
to puniſh Crimes: The three extraordinary Lyings inof 
the Sultaneſs are not Crimes; for in what can ſhe be faid 
to have. contributed towards them ? A great many other 
Women have done, and do the ſame every Day, and are 
to be pitied, but not puniſhed. Your Majeſty may abſtain 
from ſeeing her, and let her live, The AMiction in __ 
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nde will ſpend the reſt of her Life, after the Loſs of your 


Favour, will be a Puniſhment great enough. 
The Sultan of Verſia conſidered with himſelf, and found 
that it was Injuſtice in him to condemn the Sultaneſs to 
Death, and faid, Let her live then; I will give her Life; 
but it ſhall be on this Condition, that ſhe ſhall deſire to die 
more than once a Day. Let a Place be built for her at the 
Gate of the Principal Moſque, with Iron Bars to the Win- 
dows, and let her be put into it in the courſeſt Habit; and 
every Muſſel-man, that ſhall go into the Moſque to Pray. 
ers, ſhall ſpit in her Face: If any one fail, I will have him 
{ed to the fame Puniſhment ; and that I may be 
punctually obeyed, I charge you, Viſier, to appoint Per- 
{ons to ſee this done. | 

The Sultan pronounced this laſt Sentence in a Tone of 
ſo much Reſolution, that the Grand Viſier durſt not open 
his Mouth; and it was executed to the great Satisfaction 
of the two envious Siſters; A Cage, or Lodge was built, 
and the Sultaneſs, truly worthy of Compaſſion, as foon as 
her Month was up, was put into it, and expoſed ignomi- 
mouſly to the Contempt of the People; which Uſage as 
ſhedid not deſerve, ſhe bore with a great deal of Conſtancy 
and Reſolution, to the Admiration, as well as Compaſſion 

of thoſe, who judged better Things than the Vulgar. 
The two Princes and the Princeſs were nurſed and 
brought up by the Intendant of the Gardens and his Wife, 
with all the tenderneſs of a true Father and Mother; and as 
they advanced in Age, they all ſhewed Marks of ſuperior 
Greatneſs; and the Princeſs, in particular, a charming 
Beauty, which increaſed the Affections of the Intendant 


and his Wife, who called the Name of the eldeſt Prince, 


Bahman, and the ſecond, Pervix, both Names of the 
molt antient Sultans of Perſia; andthe Princeſs, Pariza- 


de, which Name alſo had been born by ſeveral Sultaneſſes. 


As ſoon as the two Princes were old enough, the Inten- 
dant provided proper Maſters te teach them to read and 
write and the Princeſs their Siſter, who was often with 
them, when they were learning their Leſſons, ſhewing 
a great deſire to learn to read and write, tho' much young- 
er than they; the Intendant was ſo much taken with tnat 
Diſpoſition ot hers, that he ordered the Mafter to teach her 
alſo, who by Emulation and her pretty, lively, and * 
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2 in a little Time as great a Proficient as lier 
Brothers. | I, 

From that Time the Brothers and Siſter had all the ame- 
Maſters in other Arts and Sciences, as Geography, Hiſto- 
ry, & c. all vrhich came fo eaſily to them, that, in alittle 
Time they made ſo wonderful a Progreſs, that their 
Maſters were amazed, and frankly. owned, that if they- 
— ong ſo but a little longer, they could teach them no 
farther. | | | 

At the Hours given them for their Recreation, the Prin- 
ceſs learned to ſing, and play upon all Sorts of Inſtru- 
ments; and when the Princes were learning to mount 
the managed Horſe, and to ride, ſhe would not permit 
them to have that Advantage over her, but went thro all 
Exerciſes with them, learned to ride the great Horſe, 
bend the Bow, and dart the Jave.in, and oftentimes excel- 
led in them. | | 

The Intendant of the Gardens was ſo over joyed to find 
his adopted Children ſo accompliſned in all the Perfections 
of body and Mind, and that they anſwered ſo well the 
Charge he had been at, upon their Education, that he re- 


* 


ſolved tobe ſtillat a greater Expence, for whereas he had, 


till then. been con ent only with his Houſe, at the Entrance 


of the Garden, and kept no Country Houſe, he, upon 
their Account, purchaſed a Country- ſeat, ata ſmall Di- 
ſtance from the Town, and laid out a great Sum of Mo- 
ney there in arable Land, Meadows and Woods. As the- 
Houſe was not fine, nor large enough, he pulled it down, 
and ſpared no Expence, to make it Magnificent. He Went 


every Day to haſten, by his Preſence, the great Number 


of Work-men he had at Work; and as ſoon as one Apart- 
ment was finiſhed; and fit to receive him, he ſtay d there 
tor ſeveral Days together, when his Preſence was not ne- 


ceſſary at Court, and by his Diligence, the Houſe was fi - 
niſn'd, anſwerable to the Magnificence of the Edifice. 


Atterwards he made Gardens, according to the Plan he 
had drawn out, and the Manner of the great Lords in Per- 


a, and took iu a large Compals of Ground, for a Park, 
| Which he walled round, and ſtock d with Fallow- Deer, 


that the Princes and Princeſs might divert themſelves with 
Hunting, when they pleaſed, a” 
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When this Country- Seat was ſiniſh'd, the Intendant of 
Gardens went, and caſt himſelf at the Sultan's Feet, and 


atter 1 to him how long he had ſerved him, and 


the Infirmities he found growing upon him, he begged 


he might deliver up his Charge and Poſt, and retire. The 
Sultan gave him Leave, and the ſooner, becauſe he was 


ſati fied of his long Services, both in his Father's Reign, 


and during his own; and before he went from him, he 
asked him, what Recompence he ſhould give him? Sir, 
reply'd the Intendant of the Gardens, I have received ſo 
many Obligations from your Majaſty, and the late Sultan 
your Father, of happy Memory, that | deſire no more than 
the Honour of dying in your Favour, 
Nie took his Leave of the Sultan Khoſrouſthah, and af- 
terwards returned to the Country Retreat he had built, 
with the two I'rinces, Bahmanand Pervix, and the Prin- 
ceſs Parizade; for his Wife, ſhe had been dead ſome Years, 
and' he himſelf, lived not above tix Months with them, 
betore he was ſurprized by ſo ſudden a Death, that he had 
not Time to give them the leaſt Account of their Birth, 
which he had reſolved to do that Night. They liv'd as they 
had always done, and agreeable to the Education he had 
given them. 2s | | 
The Princes Babman and Perviz, and the Princeſs Pa- 
rizade, who knew no other than that the Intendant to the 
Sultan's Gardens, was their Father, regretted and bewail- 


ed him as ſuch, and paid him all the Honours in his Fune- 


ral Obſequies, as their Duty and Gratitude required of 
them. They were content with the plentiful Fortune he 
left them, and lived together in a perfect Union, free from 
the Ambition of diſtinguiſning themſelves at Court in Pla- 
ces of greater Honour, which they might eaſily have 
compalled. | | 

One Day when the two Princes were at an Hunting, 
and the Princeſs Parizade ſtay d at Home, a Religious old 
Woman came to the Gate, and deſited Leave to go in to 


ſay her Prayers, it being then the Hour. The ſervants Þ 


went, asked the Princeſs's Leave, who order'd them to 


ſhew her into the Oratories, which the ''endant had rak- 


en Care to fit up in his Houſe, for want ofa Moſque in that 
Neighbourhood, and bid them allo, after-ſhe a done 
ra Prayers, 


tan. } 


Prayers, ſhew her the Houſe and Gardens, and then bring 
her to her. | 
The Religious old Woman went into the Oratory, ſaid 
her Prayers, and when ſhe came out again, two of the 
Princeſs's Women, who waited on her, invited her, to 
ſee the Houſe and Gardens, which Civility ſne accepted of, 
and followed them from one Apartment to another, and 
obſerved, as a Perſon, who underſtood what be onged to 
Furniture, the nice Diſpofition of every Thing. After- 
wards ſhe was conducted to the Princeſs, who waited for 
her in the great Hall, which in Property, Beauty and 
Riches, exceeded all the Apartments ſhe had admired bee 
for... -- | 
As ſoon as the Princeſs ſaw the devout Woman, ſhe ſaid 
to her, Good Mother, come near and fit down by me, I 


am overjoy'd at the Happineſs of having the Opportunity 


of profiting for ſome Moments, by the good Example and 
Diſcourſe of ſucha Perſon as you, who has taken the right 
way, by dedicating your ſelf to the Service of God; I 
wiſhevery Body were as wile, | | 
The Religious Women, inſtead of fitting upon a Sofa, 
would only tit upon the Edge of it, but the Princeſs would 
not permit her to do ſo, but got off her Seat, and taking 
her by the Hand, obliged her to come and ſit by her. The 
good Woman, ſenſible of the Civility, ſaid, Madam, I 
ought not have ſo much Reſpect ſhewed me; but fince 
you command me, I will obey you. When ſhe had ſat 
down, before they entred into any Converſation, one of 
the Princeſs's Women brought alittle Table of Mother ot 
Pearland Ebony, with a China Diſh of Cakes upon it, and 
a great many others, full of Fruits in Seaſon, and wet and 
dry Sweet-Meats ſet around it. e 
The Princeſs took up one of the Cakes, and preſenting 
her with it, ſaid, Come, eat, good Mother, and make 
Choice ot what you like beſt; you had need have ſome - 
thing on your Stomach, after coming ſo far. Madam, re- 
plied the good Woman, I am not uſed to eat ſuch nice 
Things, but will not refuſe what God has ſent me by ſo 
liberal a Hand. | 5 ä 
While the Religious Woman was eating. the Princeſs eat 
ſomething too, to bear her Company, and asked her a great 
many Queſtions upon the Exerciſe of her Devotion, and 
ol. ALL | M how 
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Row fhe lived: All which Queſtions ſhe anſwered with 
reat Modeſty; talking of ſeveral Things, at laſt ſh- asked 
| ker, how ſhe liked the Houle ? | | 
Madam, anſwered the Devotee, I muſt certainly haye 
very bad Judgment to diſapprove of it, fince it is beauti- 
ful, regular, and Magnificently furniſhed, and all its Orna- 
ments well adjuſted : Its Situation is an agreeable and plea- 
ſant Part of the Country, and no Gardens can be more de. 
lightful; but yet if you wil give me Leave to ſpeak my 
Mind freely, I will take the Liberty to tell you, that this 
Houſe would be incomparable, if it had three Things 
. which I know of. My good Mother, reply'd the Princeis 
Parizade, what are thoſe three. Things? 1 conjure you in 
God's Name, to tell me what they are; I'll pare nothing 
to have them, if it is poſſible to get them. 
Madam, replied the Devotee, the firſt of thoſe three 
Tuning is the Talking Bird, which is called Bulbul exar, 
and is ſo ſingular a Creature, that it can call all the ſinging 
Birds about it, which come to accompany him with their 
Songs; the ſecond is the Singing Tree, the Leaves ot 
which are ſo many Mouths, which form an Harmonious 
: Conſort of different Voices, and never ceaſes. The Third 
Thing is the Yellow, or Golden Water, a ſingle Pot of 
which, being brought in a proper Veſlel, and poured 
into a large Baſon, made for it in any Garden, itfills it im- 
mediately, and forms a Fountain, which continually plays, 
and yet neyer overflows the Baſon. ot 
Ah! My good Mother, cry'd the Princeſs, how-much 
I amobliged to you, for the Knowiedge of theſe Things; 
they are ſurprizing, and I never heard of ſuch curious 
and wonderful Things before; butas 1 am well perſuaded, 
that you know where they are, Iexpect, that you ſhould 
do me the Favour tote l me. 85 | 
Madam, ny d the good Woman, I ſhould be unwor- 
thy the Hoſpitality you have with ſo much Bounty ſhew- 
ed me, if I ſhould retuſe to ſatisfy your Curioſity in this 
Point, and am glad to have the Honour to tell you, that 
theſe three Things are to be met with on the Confines of 
this Kingdom, towards India; the Road lyes before your 
Houſe, and who ever you ſend, needs but to follow twen- 
ty Days, and on the Twentieth let him but ask the firit 
herſon he meets, where the Talking Bird, Singing Th. 
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and Yellow Water are, and he will be inform'd. After 


theſe Words ſhe roſe from her Seat, took her Leave, and 


went her way. . 
The Princeſs Parizade's Thoughts were-ſo-taken- up 


with what the Religious Woman had told her of the Talk 


ing Bird, Singing Tree, and Yellow Water, that ſhe ne- 
ver perceived when ſhe went away, till ſhe was going to 


ask her ſome Queſtions, for her better Information; fot 


ſhe thought, that what ſhe had told her was not ſufficient 
to expoſe herſelf to undertake a Journey to no Purpoſe, 
however, ſhe would not ſend after her to bring her back, 
but endeavoured to remember alb ſhe had told her; and 
when ſhe thought ſhe had recollected every Word, ſhe took 
a. great Pleaſure in thinking of the Satisfaction ſhe ſhould 
have, if ſhe could get thete wonderful Things into her 
Poſſeſſion; But then, again, the Difficulties ſhe appre- 
hended, and the Fear of not ſucceeding, made her very 
uneaſy. | | 
3 loſt in thefe Thoughts, when her Brothers re- 
turned from Hunting, who, when they enter'd the great 
Hall, inſtead of finding her merry and brisk, as ſhe uſed 
to be, were amazed to ſee her io penſive, and hang down 
her Head, as if ſomething troubled her. 

- Siſter, {aid Prince Bahman, what's become of all your 
Mirth and Pleaſantry ? What ! are you not well? or has 
ſome Misfortune betel you ? Have you any Reaſon tobe 
{o melancholy ? come, tell us, that we may do what is 
becoming us, and give you ſome Relief; if any Body has 
affronted you, we will revenge it. | 

The Princeſs Parizade remained in the Game Poſture 
ſometime, bur at laſt lifted up her Eyes to look at her Bro- 


thers, and then held them down again, telling them no- 


thing diſturbed her. 

Ah! Siſter, ſaid Prince Bahman, you hide the Truth 
from us, and I am ſure there's ſomeching extraordinary, 
makes you ſo grave; it is impoſſible, for the ſhort Time, 
we have been abſent, we could obſerve ſo ſudden aChange, 
if nothing was the Matter with you: You would not have 
us ſatisſied with the Anſwer you have given us: Don't 


conceal any Thing from us, unleſs you would have us be- 


live, that you renounce our Friendſhip, and the ſtrict 


nion we have hitherto preſerved from our Infancy. 
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The Princeſs unwilling to break with her Brothers, 
v uld not let them long entertain ſuch a Thought, or Suſ- 
picion, but faid, When I told you nothing diſturbed me, 
meant, nothing, that was of any great Importance. ei- 
ther to you or me; but ſince you preis me to tell you by 
our ſtrict Union and Friendſhip, I will. You think, and 
I always believed ſo too, that this houſe, which our Fa- 
ther has built, was compleat in every Thing; but this 
Day I have learn'd, that it wants three Things, which 
would render it ſo perfect, that no Country ſeat could be 
compared withit. Theſe three Things are the Talking 
Bird, the Singing Tree, and the Golden Water; and after 
ſhe had infor med them of the Excellency of theſe three 
Rarities: A Religious Woman, added ſhe, has made this 
Diſcovery to me, and to.d me, the Place where they areto 
be found, and the way thither; perhaps, you may ima- 
gine theſe Things Trifles, and our Houſe without theſe 
Additions, fine enou h; but think what you pleaſe, for 
my Part, I muſt tell you, that I am perſwaded, they are 
abſolutely neceſſary, and I ſhall not be eaſy without them; 
thercfore whether you value them, or not, I delire you to 
give me your Op nion, what Perſon you may think prop- 
er to ſend on this Conqueſt. 

Siſter, reply'd Prince Bahman, nothing can concern 
you, which we have not an equal Intereſt in: It is enough 
you have a Deſire for the Things you mention, to oblige 
us to endeavour to get them; butif you had not, we 
might; lam perſwaded my Brother's of my Opinion; 
and therefore we ought to undertake this Conqueſt, as you 
call it; forthe Importance and Singularity of it deſerves 
that Name, and I will take that Charge upon my ſelt, tell 
me only the Place, and the Way to it, and | will defer my 
Journey no longer than till to Morrow. 

Brother, faid Prince Parr ix, it is not convenient, that 
you, who are the Prop and Stay of the Family. ſhould be 
abſent io long; 1 deſire my Sifter would join with me to 
ob ige you to abandon your Deſign, and think well of my 
an I hope, I may be able to acquit my ſelf as well. and 
AThin2s will be more in Order at Home. I am perſwad- 
cd, Brother, of your, Good will, reply; d Prince Bahman, 
and that you will acquit your ſelf as well, or better than 
me in this Journey; but it isa Thing I have reſolved on, 


CL # 
and will do; and I have no Occaſion to recommend ta 
you the Neceſſity of ſtaying at Home with our Siſter, The 
Remainder of that Day he ſpent in making Provilions for 
his Journey, and informing himſelf from the Princeſs, of 
the Directions the Devotee left her, that he might not 
mits his Way. T0 | 
The next Morning early, Prince Bahman took Horſe 
and Prince Parvix, and the Princeſs Parizade, who would 
ſee him ſet out, embraced, and wiſhed him a good Jour- 
ney; but in the midſt of their Adieus, the Princeſs re- 
membred one Thing which ſhe never thought on before. 
Alas! Brother! faid the, I had quite forgot the Accidents 
 whichattend Travellers: Who knows whether I ſhall e- 
ver ſee you again? Light, I beſeech you, and do not go 
this Journey. I would rather be deprived of the Sight 
and Poſſeſſion of the Talking Bird, Singing Tree, and 
Yeilow Water, than run the Riſque of never ſeeing you 
more, 

Siſter, reply'd Prince Bahman, ſmiling at the ſudden 
Fears of the Princeſs Parizade, My Reſolution is fix'd, and 
was it not, I ſhould determine upon it now. The Acci- 
dents you ſpeak of, befal but thoſe who are unfortunate. 
'Tis true, I maybe of that Number; but there arc mare, 
whoare not ſo, than who are; but as Events are doubt- 
ful, and I may fail in this Undertaking, all 1 can do is to 
leave you this Knife. | | 

Then Prince Bahmaz pulling a Knife out of his Pock- 
et, and preſenting it in the Sheath to the Princels, ſaid 
here Siſter, take this Knite, and give your {elf the Trou- 
ble, ſometime, to pull it out of the Sheath; when you ſee 
it clean, as it is now, it ſhall be a Sign, that I am alive; but 
if you find it ſtain'd with Blood, then you may believe me 
dead, and favour me with your Prayers. 

The Princeſs Parizade could obtain nothing more of 
Prince Bahman, who bid her and Prince Perviz adieu for 
thelaſt time, and rid away well mounted, arm'd, and e- 


quipp'd, and when he got into the Road, never turn'd to 
the right Hand nor to the left, but went directly forwards 
through Perſia. The twentieth Day he perceived on the 
Road-lide, an old Man, the Sight ot whom was frightful, 
who was fit under a Tree, ſome ſmall Diſtance from a 


thatch'd Houle, which was his Habitation, 5 
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His Eye-brows were as white as Snow, and [o was tlie 


Hair of his Head; his Muſtachoes turned up to his Noſe, 
and with his Beard, which reached down to his Waſte, hid 


his Mouth. The Nails of his Hands and Feet were grown 
to anexceſfive Length; his Hat was flouched about his 
Ears; he had no Cloaths, but only a Mat thrown over 


his Shoulders. 


This good old Man was a. Derviſe, who had for many 


Vears retired from the World, and had neglected himſelf, 
and went in that Manner to give himſelf up intirely to the 


Service of God. 


Prince Bahman, who had been all that Morning very 
diligent, to ſee if he could meet with any Body that could 
give himany Information of the Place he was going to, 


opp'd when he came near the Derviſe, and light from off 


his Hor ſe, to be the more conformable to the Directions 
the Religious Woman had given the Princeſs Parixade, 


and leading his Horſe by the Bridle, advanced towards him, 


and faluting him, ſaid, God prolong your Days, good Fa- 
ther, and fulfil your Deſires. | | 
The Derviſereturned the Prince's Salute, but ſo unintel- 


ligibly, that he could not underſtand one Word he ſaid; 

Prince Fahman perceiving, that thisObſtruction of Speech 

333 from the Derviſe's Muſtachoes hanging over 
i 


Mouth and at the ſame Time unwilling to go any far- 
ther without the Inſtruct ons he wanted, he pull'd outa 


pair of Sciſſars, he had about him, having ty'd his Horſe 


faſt to a Tree, ſaid to the Derviſe, Honeſt Friend, I want to 
have ſome Talk with you, but your Muſtachoes prevent 
my underſtanding what you ſay; and if you will con- 
ſent, I will cut off ſome Part of them; and your. Eye- 


brows, which disfigure you ſo much, that you look more 


like a Bear than a Man. 


The Derviſe never 8 the Prince, but let him do 


what he would: And when the Prince cut off as much 
Hair as he thought fit, he perceived, that the Derviſe had a 
good, clear, freſn Skin, and that he was not ſo old as he ap- 
peared to be. Honeſt Derviſe, ſaid he, if I had a Glaſs, I 
would ſhew you how young you look; you are now a 
Alan, but before, no Body could tell what you were. 
The Careſles and Behaviour of Prince Eahman made 


the Derviſe ſmile and return his Compliment, Sir, ſaid he, 


E 

whoever you are, I amt infinitely obliged to you for the Fa- 
vour you have done me, and am ready to ſhew my Ac- 
knowledgment by doing any Thing for you, that lyes in 
my Power; you muſt have light here upon ſome Account 
or other; therefore tell me what it is, and l'll endeavour 
to ſerve you if I can. 

Good Derviſe, aeply'd Prince Bahman, I have come a 
great way, and am in Search after the Talking Bird, Sing- 
ing Tree, and the Yellow Water; I know thele three 
Things are not far from hence, but cannot tell exactly the 
Place where they are to be found; if you know, I con- 
jure you to ſhew me the Way, that I may not miſtake it, 
and loſe my Labour. , „ 

The Prince, while he ſpoke, obſerved, that the Dervile 
changed countenance, held down his Eyes, and look d ve- 
ry ſerious ; and inſtead of making any Reply, remained ſi- 

lent ; which obliged him to ſay to him again, Good Fa- 
ther, I fancy you did not hear me; tell me whether you 
know what 1 ask'd you or not? that 1 may not loſe my 
Time, but inform my ſelf ſomewhere elſe. . 

At laſt the Derviſe broke Silence; Sir, ſaid he to Prince 
Bahman, I know the Way you ask of me, but the Friends 
ſhip, which I conceived for you, the firſt Moment I iaw 
you, and which is grown ſtronger by the Favour you have 
done me, kept me in ſuſpence, to know, whether I ſhould 
give you the Satisfaction you deſire. What Motive can 

hinder it, reply'd the Prince ? and what. Difficulties do you 
find in it ? Il tell you, reply'd the Derviſe, the Danger you 
are going to expoſe your {elf to, is pou than you be- 
lieve it to be. A great Number of fine Gentlemen, Wo 
have had as muchBravery and Courage as you can have paſ- 
ſed by here, asked me the ſame Queſtion you do now; and 
when I had uſed all my Endeavours to perſwade them to 
deſiſt, they would not believe me; at laſt I have yielded to 
their Importunities, and againſt my Will ſhewed them the 
Way, and I can aſſure you, they have ail periſhed, and not 
one came back again; therefore if you have any Regard 
ee Life, take my Advice, go no farther, but return 
ome. | | 
Prince Bahman, perſifted in his Reſolution. I am obli- 
ged to you, {aid he to the Derviſe, {or the Friendſhip you 
exprels for me, but will not belie /e, that your Advice is 
M 4 - e 
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ſincere: But whatever the Danger may be, you tell me 


of, nothing ſhall make me change my Intent; whoever 
attacks me, I am wellarm'd, and can ſay, Iam as brave as 
any one: But they who ſhall attack you, are not to be 
ſeen, reply'd the Derviſe, for there are a great many of 
them; How will you defend your ſelf againſt inviſible 
Perſons? It's no Matter what you fay, anſwered the 
Prince, you ſhall not perſwade me from my Detign ; and 
fince you know the Way, I conjure you once more, to tell 
me, and not refuſe me that Favour, . | 
When the Derviſe found he could not prevail upon 
Prince Bahman, and that he was obſtinately bent to pur- 
ſuc his Journey, notwithſtanding the wholeſome Advice 
he gave him, he put his Hand in a Bag, that lay by him, and 
pulled out a Bowl, which he preſented to him. Since I 
cannot get you to hear me, and take my Advice, faid he, 
take this Bowl, and when you are on'Horſe-back, throw 
it before you, and follow it to the Foot of a Mountain, 
where it will top. As ſoon as the Bow] ſtops, light, and 
leave your Horſe with the Bridle over his Neck, and he'!l 
ſtand in the fame Place till you return. As you go up the 
Hill, you wil ſee on your right and left Hand, a great 
8 of large Chalk-· ſtones, and will hear on all Sides 
of you, confuſed Voices, which will ſay a thouſand inju· 
rious Things to you. to diſcourage you, and prevent your 
elimbl ing up the Hill: But you muſt have a Care, leſt you 
be afraid, and above all things, not to turn your Head and 


look behind you; for in that Inſtant that you do, you will 


be changed into ſuch a Stone, as thoſe 51 ſee, which are 
all ſo many Gentlemen, who have fail'd in this Enterprize. 
If you eſcape the great Danger, which I give you but a 
ſlight Deſcription of, that you might think of it, and get 
to the Top of the Mountain. you will ſee a Cage, and in 
that Cage is the Bird you ſeek; ask him for the Singing 
Tree and Yellow Water, and he will ſhew you where they 
are. I have nothing more to ſay, ſince I have told 
what to do, and-what Danger you muſt avoid; but if you 
would believe me, you would take my Advice, and not 
expoſe your Life. Conſider once more, while you have 
time. that the Condition is almoſt inſuperable, ſince it is 
almoſt impoſſible to arm your ſelf againſt that Surprize, as 
you may well comprehend. 


1 
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Tam very much obliged to you for your Advice, reply d 
Prince Bahman, after he had received the Bow], but can- 
not follow it; however, Fl] endeavour to conform my 
ſelf rothat Part of it, which bids me not look behind me, 


and hope to come and ſee you again ſoon, and thank you 


more, when J have got what lam in Search after. Atter 
theſe Words, to whichthe Derviſemade no other Anſwer, 
than, that he ſhould be overjoyed to ſee him apain, he 
mounted his Horſe, took his Leave of the Derviſe, witha 
low Bow, and threw the Bowlbefore him. 

The Bowl rowled away, and at the laſt had as much 
Strength as when Prince Batman firſt delivered it out of 
his Hand, which obliged him to put his Horſe to a good 
Pace, to follow it, and when it came to the Foot of the 
Mountain it ſtopp'd, as the Derviſe ſaid. The Prince light 
from off his Horſe, which never ſtirr'd off the Spot; and 
having firſt look d up the Mountain, and ſeen the black 


Stones, afterwards began to climb up it, but had not gone 


four Steps, before he heard the Voices, tho' he could ſee 
no Body: Some ſaid, Where's that raſh Man going ? What 
would he have? Don't let him paſs. Others, Stop him; 
catch him; kill him; and others again, as loud as Thun- 
der, Ah, Thief! Murderer! Als! Aſſaſſin! while ſome 
in a gibing Tone cry'd, No, no; don't hurt him; let the 
pretty Thing paſs; we keep the Cage and Bird for him. 
Notwithſtanding all thoſe troubleſome Voices, Prince 
Bahman mounted with Courage and Reſolution; but the 
Voices increaſing their Noiſe both behind and before him; 
at laſt he was frighten'd; his Legstrembled under him; he 
reel'd, and preſeutly found, that all his Strength and Cou- 
rage failed htm, he torgot the Derviſe's Advice, turned a- 
bout to run down the Hill, and was that Inſtant changed 
into a black Stone, which Metamorphoſis had happen'd to 
many more beſides him, who had attempted the fame 
Thing. His Horſe likewiſe under went the ſame Fate. 
From the Time of Prince Bahmar's Departure the 
Princeſs Parizade always wore the Knife and Sheath in 
her Girdle, and pull'd it out ſeveral Times in a Day, to 


know whether her Brother wasalive ? and oftentimes ſhe 


and Prince Perviz, who often ask'd her, what News, dit- 


courſed together on that Subject. | 
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On the fatal Day, Prince Bahman was metamorphoſed 
into a Stone, as Prince Perviz and the Princeſs were talk- 
ing together in the Evening, as uſual, the Prince defired his 
Siſter to pull out the Knife, to know how their Brother 
did. The Princeſs pulled out the Knife, and looking upon 
it, and ſeeing the Blood run down the Point, was ſeized 
with ſo much Horror and Grief, that ſhe threw. it down. 
Ah! my dear Brother, cry'd ſhe, I have been the Cauſe of 
ur Death, and ſhall never ſee you more! How unhappy 
am II Why did I tell you of the Talking Bird, Singing 
Tree, and Yellow Water; or rather, what Matter of Im- 
portance was it to me, to know, whether the Religious 
Woman thought this Houſe ugly or handſome, or com- 
plete or not? 1 wiſh to Heaven, ſhe had never addreſſed her 
jelf tome. Deceitful Hypocrite, added ſhe, is this the Re- 
turn thou haſt made me, for the Kind Reception I gave 
_ thee? Why é didſt thou tell meof a Bird, a Tree, and a Wa- 
ter? whichall imaginary, as am perſwaded they are, by 
my dear Brother's Death, yet diſturb me, and all by thy In- 
chantment. | — 

Prince Perviz was as much afflicted at the Death of 
Prince Bahman, as the Princeſs, but not to waſte Time in 
needleſs Regrets, as he knew by the Princeſs's Sorrow, 
that ſhe ſtill paſſionately deſired the Poſſeſſion of the Talk- 
ing Bird, Singing Tree, and the Golden Water, he interrup- 
ted her, and ſaid, Our Regret and Tears for our Brother 

Babman, are all vain and uſeleſs, fince all our Grief cannot 
reſtore him to Life again; tis the Will of Heaven, and we 
muſt ſubmit to it, and adore the Decrees of the Almighty, 
without ſearching into them. Why ſhould you now 
doubt of the Truth of what the holy Woman told you? 
Do you think, ſhe ſpoke to you of three Things, that were 
not in being? and that ſhe invented that Story on purpoſe 
todeceive you, who had given her no Cauſe to do ſo ? ſince 
you received her with al! the Bounty and Civility poſſible? 
det us rather believe, that our Brother's Death is owing to 
ſome Fault or Accident, which we cannot imagine; and 
therefore it ought not to prevent us from purſuing what 
 wedoandoughtto wiſn tor. I offer to go this 2 N 
and am in the ſame Mind and Readineſs ſtill; his Example 
has no Effect upon my Reſolution; to Morrow I'll go my 
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The Princeſs did all ſhe could to diſſuade Prince Pervix 


off this Journey, conjuring him, not to expoſe her to the 
Loſs of two Brothers: But he was reſolved, and all the 


RNemonſtrances ſhe could urge, had no Effect upon him. 


Before he went, that ſne might know what Succeſs he had, 
he left her, as his Brother had done, a Knife, a Neck-lace ot 
an hundred Pearls, telling her, that if they would not run, 
when ſhe told them upon the String, but remain fix d. rhat 
ſhouid be a certain Sign, he had undergone the ſame Fate 
as his Brother; but at the ſame Time told her, he hoped, 
that would never happen, but that he ſhould. have the 
Happineſs to ſee her again to her utmoſt Satisfaction. 
Prince Pervix, on the twentieth Day from his ſetting 
out, met with the ſame Derviſe in the ſame Place h's Bo- 
ther Bahman had done before him. He went direct. y up 
to him, and after he had ſaluted him, asked him, if he could 
tell him where to find the Talking Bird, Singing Tree, and 
the Golden Water. The Derviſe made the ſame Difficul- 


ties and Remonſtrances he had done to Prince Bahmas, 


telling him, that a young Gentleman, who very much re- 
ſembled him, had been with him, within a ſhort Time, 


that overcome by his Importunity, and preſſing Influence, 
he had ſhewn hir > the Way, by giving him a Guide, and 


had told him, how to behave himſelf to ſucceed; but 
withal, that he had never ſeen him ſince, and never diſpu- 


ted, but he had the ame Fate as many more had under- 


gone. | 
Good Derviſe, anſwered Prince Perviz, I know whoin 


you ſpeak of; he was my Brother, and I am informed ot 


the Certainty of his Death, but know not what it was. I 
can tell, reply d the Derviſe; he was changed into a black 


Stone, as all I {peak of have been, and you ought to expect 
the ſame, unlefs you obſerve more exactly than he has 


done, the good Advice I gave him, in Caſe you perſiſt in 
your Reſolution, which I once more intreat you to deſiſt 
trom, | = : 

Derviſe, faid Prince Pervix, I cannot enough expreſs, 
how much lam obliged to you forthe Care you take of my 


Life, fincel am a Stranger to you, and have done nothing 
to deſcrve ſo much Good Wi]: But | mult tell you, I have 


deliberated too long upon this Enter prize, to quit it now 3 


done 
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done my Brother,. Perhaps, I may have better Succeſs, 
and may follow the Directions I expect from you. Since 
] cannot prevail with you, ſaid the Derviſe, nor perſwade 
you not to undertake, what you have ſo ołſt mately reſolv'd 
on; it my Age did not prevent me, and I could ſtand, I 
would get up to reach you a Bowl, I have here, which 
will ſhew you the Way, 

Upon this, the Prince light off his Horſe, and went 
pp to the Derviſe, who took a Bowl out of his Bag, in 
which he had a great many others, and gave it him, with 

the ſame Directions he had given Prince Bahman. 
Prince Pervix thanked te Derviſe, and when he had 
mounted his Horſe, and taken his Leave, he threw his 
Bowl. When the Bow! came to the Bottom of the Hill, 
it ſtopp'd, and the Prince got off his Horſe, and ſtood 
ſome time to recolle& upon the Derviſe's Directions, and 
then began to walk up with a Reſolution to reach the Top; 
but before he had gone about ſix Steps, he heard a Voice 
behind him, which ſeemed to be very near him, ſay, in an 
inſulting Tone, Stay, raſn Touth, that I may puniſh thee for 
thy Boldneſs. | | | 

Upon this Affront, the Prince forgc2ting the Derviſc's 
Advice, clapt his Hand upon his Sword, and drew it ; and 
turned aboutto revenge himſelf, but had ſcarce Time to 
fee, that no Body followed him, before he and his Horſe 
were changed into Black Stones, | 

In the mean Time, the Princeſs Parizade, ſeveral Times 
a Day, after her Brother Perviz ſer out, flung over her 
Neck-lace, which ſhe generally held in her Hand, and failed 
not every Night, ſhe went to Bed, to do the ſame, and tye 
it about her Neck, and in the Morning count over the 
Pearls again. | | 

The Day, that Prince Pervix was changed into a Stone 
mne was pulling over the Pearls, as fheuſed to do, when all 
of a ſudden ſhe could not ſtir them, and never diſputed, but 
that it was a certain Token, that the Prince, her Brother 
was dead: But as ſhe had determined before, what to do, 

in Caſe it ſhould ſo happen, ſhe loſt no Time in outward 
Shewsof Grief, which ſhe diſguiſed as much as poſſible ; 
but having armed, and diſguiſed her ſelf in Man's Apparel, 
de took Horſe the next Morning, having told her Ser- 


n vants, 


— 
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vants, ſhe ſhould return in two or three Days, and took the 
ſame Road her Brothers had done before her. | 
The Prineeſs, who had been uſed to ride on Horſeback 


in Hunting, ſupported the Fatigue of ſo long a þ 


: | OUTNEY,. 
better than other Ladies could have done, and as ſhe made 


the ſame days Journeys as her Brothers, ſhe met with the 
Derviſe on the twentieth. When ſne came near him, ſhe 
light off her Horſe, and leading him by the Bridle, went 
and fat down by the Dervile, and after fhe had ſaluted him, 
ſhe ſaid, Honeſt Man, will you give me Leave to ſit by you? 
and do methe Favour to tell me, if you have not heard, 
that there are ſome- where, hereabouts, a Talking-Bird, 
Singing Tree, and Golden Water. Fr 
Madam, anſwered the Derviſe, fince by your Voice, I 
know you to bea Woman diſguiſed in Man's Apparel, I 
thank you for your Compliment, and receiving the Ho- 
nour you do me with a great deal of Pleaſure. I know the 


Place very well, where theſe Things, you ſpeak of, are to. 


be found: But what makes you ask me this Queſtion ? 
Good Derviſe, reply'd the Princeſs, I have had ſuch an 
Advantageous Relation of them given me, that I have a 


great deſire to have them. Madam, reply'd the Derviſe, 


you have been told the Truth; theſe things are more ſin- 
gular, and ſurprizing, than they have been repreſented to 
you; but you have not been acquainted with the inſur- 
mountable Difficulties to obtain them. If you had been 
inform'd of them, you would not certainly have underta- 
ken ſo dangerous and troubleſome an Enterprize. Take 
my Advice, and don't go any farther, and don't urge me to 


contribute towards your Ruin, 


Good Father, ſaid the Princeſs, I have come a great 
way,and ſhould be ſorry toreturn back again, without exe- 
cuting my Deſign. You talk of Difficulties, and my run- 
ning in Danger of my Life; but you do not tell me, what 
thoſe Difficulties are, and wherein the Danger lies, which 
is what I deſire to know, that I may conſider on it, and 
know, whether J have Courage and Reſolution enough to 


undertake it. 


Then the Derviſe repeated to the Princeſs Parizade, 
what he had ſaid to the Princes Bahman and Perviz, ex- 
aggerating upon the Difficulties in climbing up tothe To 
ot the Mountain, where ſhe was to make ker ſelf Miſtreſs 


o | : of 
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of the Bird, which would inform her of the Singing Tree, 
and Golden Water. The Noiſe and Clamour, of the ter- 
rible threatning Voices, which ſhe would bear on all Sides 
of her, without ſeeing any Body, and in ſhort, the great 
Quantity of black Stones, the only Objects moſt capable of 
ſtriking Terror into her, or any other Perſon, to reflect, 
that thoſe Stones were ſo many brave Gentlemen, meta- 
morphoſed into that Form and Subſtance, for not obſer- 
ving the principal Directions for a Perſon to ſucceed in 
that Undertaking, which was not to look behind them, 
before they had got Poſſeſſion of the Bird and Cage. 
Whenthe Derviſe had done, the Princets 'reply'd, By 
what J comprehend from your Difcourſe, the Difficulty 
of ſucceeding in this Affair, is, firſt the ing up to the 
Cage without being frightned at the terrible Voices I ſhall 
hear, and Secondly, not to look behind me: For this laft, I 
hope I ſhall be Miſtreſs enough of my ſelf to obſerve it: 
As to the Firſt, I own, that thoſe Voices, ſuch as you re- 
preſent them to ve, are capable of ſtriking Terror into the 
molt Undaunted: But as in all Enterprizes and Dangers, e- 
very one may uſe Art and Management, I deſire to know 
of you, if I may make uſe of one of great Importance. 
And what is that Management you would make uſe of, 
ſaid the Dervite. To ſtop my Ears ſo hard with Cotton, 
anſwered the Princeſs, that l may not hear the Voices, and 
by that Means, prevent the Impreſſion they may make 
upon my Mind, and that I may not loſe the uſe of my 
Reaſon. 

O Madam, reply'd the Derviſe, of all the Perſons, who 
have addreſſed them ſelves to me, to know the Way, I don't 
know, that ever any one made uſe of what you propoſe: 
But this I know, they all periſhed. If you perſiſt in your 
Deſign, you may make the Experiment; but I would no 
have you expoſe your ſelf to the Danger. | 

What! reply'd the Princeſs, not perſiſt in my Deſign ?I 
am {ure I ſhall ſucceed, and am reſolved to try the Experi- 
ment, therefore only want to know which Way I muſt 
go, which is a Favour I conjure you not torefuſe me. The 
Derviſe exhorted her again, to con ſider well, what ſhe was 
going to do; but finding her reſolute, he took out a Bow], 
and preſenting it to her, ſaid, Take this Bowl, and when 
you have mounted your Horſe again, throw it before _ 


47 
and follow it till it ſtops, at the Bottom of the Mountaiu, 
and there light off your Horſe; you know the reſt; but be 
ſure to remember what 1 have told you. 

After the Princeſs Parixade had thanked the Derviſe, 
and taken her Leave of him, ſhe mounted herHorſe,threw 
the Bowl before her, and followed it till it ſtopt at the Foot 
of the Mountain. | 

The Princeſs light off her Horſe, ſtopped her Ears wit h 
Cotton, and after ſhe had well examined the way ſhe was 
to go, to get up to the Top, ſhe began, with a moderate 
Pace, and walk'd up with Intrepidity. She heard the 
Voices, and perceived the great Service the Cotton was to 
her. The higher ſhe went, the louder the Voices ſeem d 
but were not capable of making any Impreſſion on her. 
She heard a great many affronting, baſe Things, which 
were very diſagreeable to a Woman, which ſhe only laugh- 
ed.at. I mind not, faid ſhe to her ſelf, all that can beſaid; I 
only laugh at them, and ſhall purſue my Way. At laſt ſhe 
got ſo high, that ſhe began to perceive the Cage and Bird, 
whichendeavoured, with the Voices, to fright her, crying 
in a Voice as loud as them, notwithſtanding the Smallneis 
of its Size, Retire Fool, and come no higher. | 

The Princeſs incouraged more by this Object, redoubl'd 
her Haſte, when ſhe ſaw her {elf juſt at her Journey's End, 

and got to the Top of the Mountain, where the Ground 
was all level and even; and running directly to the Cage, 
and clapping her Hand upon it, cry d, E ird, Bird, I have got 
thee, in Spite of thee, thou ſhalt not eſcape me. 5 
While Princeſs Parixade was puling the Cotton out of 
her Ears, the Bird ſaid to her, Brave Lady, be not angry 
with me, for endeavouring to preſerve my Liberty; for 
tho' kept in a Cage, | was content with my Condition; 
but ſince I am deſtined to be a Slave, I would rather be 
ours, than any other Perſon's in the World, ſince you 

— obtained me ſo courageouſly: From this Inſtant, I 
ſwear an univerſal Fidelity to you, and an intire Submiſſi- 
on to your Commands. I know, who you are, and can 
tell you, it is what you do not know your ſelf; but the 
Time will come, when I ſhall do you a Piece ot Service, 
| which hope you will be obliged to me for; and for a 
a Proof of my Sincerity, tell me what you deſire, and I 
am ready to obey you, 2 

| = Ihe 


( 280 ) 

The Princeſ's Joy was the more inexpreſſible, becauſe 
the Conqueſt ſhe had made, had coſt her the Lives of two 
beloved Brothers, and given her more Trouble and Fa- 
tigue, than ſne could have imagined; notwithſtanding, 
what the Derviſe had repreſented to her. Bird, ſaid ſhe, 
it was my Intention to have told you, I with for a great 
many Things, which are of the laſt Importance to me; 
and am over joy d, that you have your own ſelf prevented 
me firſt. I have been told, that there is a Golden Water 
not far off, the Property of which, is very wonderful, and 
above all Things, I want to know where it is. The Bird 
ſhewed her the Place, which was juſt by, and ſhe went 
and filled a little filver Flagon, ſhe had breught along with 
her. Then ſhe ſaid to the Bird, Bird, this is not enough, I 
want alſo the Singing Tree; tell me, where it is. Turn a- 
bout, ſaid the Bird, and you will ſee a Wood behind you, 
where you will find the Tree. The Princeſs went into 
the Wood, and by the harmonious Concert ſhe heard, ſhe 
ſoon knew the Tree, which ſhe found ſo large, that ſhe 
Aid to the Bird, which ſhe always carried along with her, 
Well, now, Bird, I have found this Tree, I kno not what 
to do with it, ſince I can neither carry it, nor pull it up by 
the Roots. Reply'd the Bird, it is enough, that you break 
off a Branch, 495 carry itto plant in your Garden; it will 
take Root as ſoon as it is clapt into the Earth, and in a 
lite Time, will grow to as fine a Tree, as this you 


ſee. ET, 
Wen the Princeſs Parizade had the three Things in 
her Hand, which the Religious Woman had told her of, 
and ſhe conceived fo great a Deſire ot, ſhe {aid again to the 
Bird, All that thou haſt done for me yet, Bird, is not e- 
nough; thou haſt been the Cauſe of the Death of my 
two Brothers, who ought to be among the black Stones, 
I ſaw, as I came up the Hill; and 1 want to take them 
Home along with me. | 
The Bird would fain have been diſpenſed with, from 
- tisfying the Princeſs in this Point, and indeed made fome 
- Difficulty to do it. Bird, ſaid the Princeſs, remember you 
told me, that you were my Slave, and in ſhort, thou art ſo; 
and thy Life is in my Diſpoſal. I cannot deny the Truth, 
anſwered the Bird, but altho, what you now ask of me, 
a * ; is 


1 


is a more difficult Thing than all the reſt, yet I wil do it 
for you. Caſt your Eyes about you, added he, and look if 
you can ſee a little Pitcher, I ſee it already, ſaid the Prin- 
ceſs, Take it then, ſaid he, and going down the Hill, ſpil 


a little of the Water, that is in it, upon every: Black Stone. 


and that will be the Way to find your Brothers again. 
IT) he Princeſs Parizade took up the Pitcher, Cage and 
Bird, Flagon of Golden Water, and the Branchof the Sing- 
ing Tree, and as ſhe went down the Hill again, ſpilt a little 
of the Water on every Black Stone, which was changed 
immediately either into a Man, or Horſe; and as ſhe did 
not miſs one Stone, ſhe found both her Brothers, as well as 
a great many fine Gentlemen, and all their Horſes. She pre- 
ſently knew Prince Bahman, and Prince Perviz, as they 
did likewiſe her, and all ran to embrace each other, expreſ- 
ſing a great Amazement. What do you here, Brothers, 
ſaid ſhe? They told her, they had been aſleep. Yes, re- 
ply'd ſhe, and if it had not been for me, perhaps, might 
have ſlept for ever! Don't you remember, Wat you came 
here, for to fetch the Talking Bird, Singing Tree, and the 
Yellow Water? and did not you ſee, as you came along, 
a great many Black Stones? See if . any now. If 
you deſire to know, how this Miracle was performed, 
continued ſhe, ſhewing the Pitcher, which ſhe ſet down 
at the Foot of the Mountain, it was done by the Vir- 
tue of the Water, which was in this Pitcher, with which 
I ſprinkled every Stone; for, added ſhe, after I had 
made this Talking Bird my Slave, by his Directions, I 
found out the Sing ng Tree; a Branch of which, I have 
nov in my Hand, and the Yellow Water, which this Fla- 
gon is filled with: But being till unwilling to return Home 
without you, I conſtrained the Bird by the Power ] had o- 
ver him, to afford me the Means, upon which he to'd me 
where to find this Pitcher, and the uſe 1 was to make 
of it. 

Prince Bahman and Prince Pervix, knew by this Diſ- 
courſe, the Obligation they had to the Princeſs their Siiter, 
and all the other Gentlemen were all ſo ſenſible of theirs 
to thePrinceſs, that, far from env jog her Happineſs in the 

Conqueſt ſhe had made, and they allaſpired to, they thought 
that — could not any otherwiſe acknowledge the Fa- 


vour ſhe had done them, in reſtoring them to Life "BY in, 
than 


MY 
than by declaring them all her Slaves, and that they were 
ready to obey her in whatever ſhe ſhould command. 
Gentlemen, reply'd the Princeſs, it you had given any 
Attention to my D.ſcourſe, you might have obſerved, that 
I had no other Intention in what I have done, than to find 
out my Brothers again; therefore, if you have received a- 
ny Benefit, you have no Obligation to me fur it, and I have 
no other Share in your Compliment, than what common 
Givility requires, and return you my Thanks, as I ought; 
moreover, I look upon you in every Particular, as free Per- 
ſons now, as you were before your Misfortunes, and re- 
joice with you for the Benefit and Happineſs, which hap- 
pened to you, on my Account: But let us ſlay no longer, in 
a Place wh-rewe have nothing to detain us, but mount our 
Horſes. and return to our own Homes. = | 
The Princeſs Parizade ſhewed them the way firſt, and 
went, and took her Horſe; which ſtood in the tame Place 
where ſheletthim. Before ſhe mounted, Prince Pahman 
who would help her, defircd hei to give him the Cage to 
carry. Brother, reply'd the Prince. the Bird is my Save, . 
and I'll carry him my ſe f; but there's the Branch of the 
Singing Tree, if jou would take the Pains to. carry that; 
but hold the Cage, while I get on Horſe-back. When ſne 
had mounted her Horſe, and Prince Bahman had given her 
the Cape, ſhe turned about and {aid to Prince Pervix, Bro- 
ther, I leave the Flagon of Golden Water to your Care, it it 
will not be too greata Trouble for you to carry, . 
When Prince Bahman and Prince Perviz, and all the 
Gentlemen, had mounted their Horſes, the Princeſs Pari- 
_ zade waited for ſome of them, to lead the Way fiſt. The 
two Princes paid that Compliment to the Gentlemen, and 
they again to the Princeſs, who finding, that none of them 
would accept of the Honour, but that it was reſer ved for 
her, addreſltd her ſelf to them, and ſiid, Gentlemen, I ex- 
pect, that ſome of you ſhbuld lead the Way, to which one, 
in the Name of the reſt, reply d, Madam, were we Stran- 
gers to your being a Woman, yet after what you have done 
for us, there is no Honour we would not i lingly pay 
you, notwrithſtanding all your Modeſty; therefore deſire, 
you will not ueprive us any longer of the Happinc ſs of fol- 


ing you. 
[94 Gentle 
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Gentlemen, ſaid the Princeſs, I don't deſerve the Honour 
you do me, and accept of it only becauſe you deſire it. At 
the ſame time ſheled the Way, and the twoprinces, and Gen- 
tlemen, followed her. without the leaſt Diſtinction. 
This illuſtrious Company call'd upon the Derviſe, as they 
paaſſed by, to thank him for his good Reception, and whole- 

ſome Advice, which they all found very ſincere; but he 
was dead: But whether old Age, or that he was no jonger 
neceſſary to ſhew the Way to the obtaining the three Ra- 

rities, which the Princeſs Parizade was poſſeſſed of, they 
were doubtful in. Afterwards they purſued their Way, 
but leſſen d in their Numbers every Day: The Gentlemen 
tak ing their Leaves handſomely, and teſty ying their Obli- - 
gations to the Princeſs; who, with her Brothers, made the 
beſt of their Way. | 

As ſoon as the Princeſs came Home, ſhe placed the Cage 
in the Garden, juſt by the Hall; and the Bird no ſooner be- 
gan to ſing, but he was ſurrounded by Nightingales, Chat- 
finches, Goldfinches, Larks, Linnets, and a great many 
other Sorts of Birds. As for the Branch of the ſinging 
Free, it was no ſooner ſet in the midſt of the Parterre, 
ſome Diſtance from the Houſe, but it took Root, and in 
a little Time, became a large Tree; the Leaves of which, . 
in a ſhort Time, gave as harmonious a Concert, as thoſe of 
the Tree, from which it was gathered. As to the Faggen 
of the Yellow Golden Water, a large Marble Baſon was 
made in the midſt of another Parterte, and when it was fi- 
iſhed, the Princeſs poured all the Yeilow Water, that was 
in the Flaggon, into it, which increaſed, and ſwell'd ſo 
much, that it ſoon reached up to the Eges of the Baſon, 
and afterwards formed aFountaia twenty Foot high, which 
fell again into the Baſon, without a Drop running over. 

The News of theſe Wonders was preſently ſpread a- 
broad in that Neighbourhood; and as the Doors of the 
Houle, and thoſe of. the Gardens, were ſhut to no Body, 
great Bands of People came to admire them. . 

Some Days after that, the Princes Bahman and Perwvix, 
had recovered themſelves, of the Fatigue of their Journey, 
they began to renew their former Way ot living; and as 
their greateſt Diverſion was Hunting, they mounted ther 
Horſes and went, not in their Park, but two or three 


Leagues from their own Houſe; but as it happened, _ 
they 


mm. 
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they had made Choice of the ſame Spot of Ground, where 


the Sultan of Perſia was then hunting; when they percei- 


ved it, they left off their Chaſe, and retired, to avoid meet- 
ing him; but for all their Care, and Caution, they chanced 
to chop upon him, in ſo ſtreight and narrow a Way, that 
they could not turn back, without being ſeen. In their 
Surprize, they had only Time to proſtrate themſelves be- 
fore the Sultan, without litting up their Heads to look at 
him. The Sultan, who ſaw they were well mounted and 
dreſſed, had the Curioſity to ſee their Faces; therefore 
ſtopt, and commanded them to riſe. The Princes, when 
they roſe up, ſtood before the Sultan, with ſo eaſy an Air, 
and at the ſame time, with ſo great Modeſty, that the Sul- 
tan took ſome Time to view them from Head to Foot, be- 
tore he ſpoke: And after he had admired their Air 
and Mein, he asked them, who they were? and where 
they lived? | | 

Sir, ſaid Prince Bahman, we are the Sons of your Ma- 
Jeſty's late Intendant of your Gardens, and we live ina 
Houſe, which he built, a little before he died, for us to 
live in, till we ſhould be fit roſerve your Majeſty. 

By vyhat I perceiveby you, reply d the Sultan, you love 
Hunting. Sir, anſwered Prince Bahman, it is our com- 
mon Exercife, your Majeſty's Subjects, who intend to 
bear Arms, or ſerve in your Wars, ought not, acccrding 
to the Cuſtoms of the Kingdom, to F * The Suitan 
charmed with ſo prudent an Anſwer, ſaid, fince it is fo, I 
ſhonld be glad to ſee you hunt ſome wild Beaſt; make 
Choice of which you pleaſe. IE 

The Princes mounted their Horſes. again, followed the 
Sultan; but had not gone far, before they ſaw a great ma- 

ny wild Beaſts together. Prince Babman choſe a Lion, 
and Prince Pervix à Bear; and purſued them with ſo 
much intrepid Courage, that the Sultan was ſuprized. In 


fhort, they darted their Javelins with ſo much Skill, and 


Addreſs, that they pierced, the one his Lion, and the o- 


ther his Bear, quite thro' and vhro', that the Sultan ſaw 


them die with his own Eyes. Immediately afterwards 
Prince Bahman purſued a Bear and Prince Perviz arother 
Lion, and killed them in a ſhort Time, and would have 
beat out for freſh Game, but the Sultan, who would not 
let them, ſent to them, to come to him. When they cam 4 

| nigh 
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nigh enough, that they could hear him, he ſaid, If L would 


have given you Leave, you would ſoon have deſtroyed all 


my Game: But it is not that which I would preſerve, but 
your Perſons; for Iam ſo very well aſſured of your Brave- 


ry, which may one Time, or other, be ſerviceable to me, 
that froin this Moment, your Lives will be always dear to 
me. 8 | 

The Sultan Khoſrouſchah, in ſhort, conceived ſo great a 
Kindneſs tor the two Princes, that he invited them, at that 
Time, to go and make him a Viſit: To which Prince 
Bahman reply'd, your Majeſty does us an Honour we do 


not de ſerve; and therefore we beg you will excuſe us. 


The Sultan, who could not comprehend, what Reaſon 
the Princes cou d have to refule this Token of his Favour, 


asked. and preſſed them to tell him, why they excuſed 
themſelves. Sir, {aid Prince Bahman, we have a Siſter, 
with whom we live in fo perfect an Union, that we do no- 
thing before we conſu't her, nor ſhe any Thing without 
asking our Advice. I commend your Brotherly Agree- 
ment, anſwered the Sultan. Conſult your Siſter, and meet 


me here to Morrow a hunting, and give me an Anſwer. 
The Princes went Home, but not only forgot to ſpeak 

of their Adventure in meeting the Sultan, and hunting 

with him but to tell the Princeſs, how he had invited them 


togo Home with him but yet did not the next Morning 


fail to meet him at the Place appointed. Well, {aid the 
Sultan, have your ſpoke to your Siſter; and has ſhe conſent- 


ed to the Pleaſure Iexpect of ſeeing you at my Palace. The 


two Pritices look'd at each other and bluſhed. Sir, ſaid 


Prince Fahman, we beg of your Majeſty, to excuſe us; 
for both my Brother, and I, forgot. Then remember to, 


Day, reply'd the Sultan, and be {ure to bring me an Anivyer 


to Morrow. 


The Princes were guilty of the ſame Fault a ſecond 


Time; yet the Sultan was ſo good natured, as to forgive 
their Negligence : But to prevent their Forgetfulne ſs the 


third Time, he pulled three Gold Bullets out of a Purſe, 
and put them into Prince Bahman's Bolom. Theſe Bul- 
ets, ſaid he {miling, will prevent your forgetting a third 
Time, ſince the Noife they will make by falling on the 
Floor, when you undreſs your ſelf, will remind you. in caſe 
you-ſhou!d forget. And indeed, the Thing happened out, 

as 
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as the Sultan toreſaw it would; and without theſe Bullets 


the Princes had not — of ſpeaking to their Siſter of 
this Affair; for as Prince Bahmanunloeled his Girdle to go 


to B:d, the Bullets dropp'd on the Floor, and thereupon he 


ran into Prince Perviz's Chamber, and both went into the 
Princeſs Parizade's Apartment, before ſhe was got into 
Bed, and after they had asked her Pardon, for coming at 


ſo unſeaſonable a Time, they told her all the Circumſtances 


of their meeting the Sultan. | 
The Princeſs Parixade was ſomething ſurprized at this 
News. Your Meeting with the Sultan, ſaid ſhe, is very 
happy and honourable, and in the End may be very advan- 
tsgeous to you, but may be ill tor me. "Twas upon my 
Account, I know, you refuſed the Sultan, and lam inf+ 


-nitely obliged to you for ir, and find your Friendſhip is per- 


fectly conſiſting with mine, ſince you would rather be 
guilty ef ill Manners towards the Sultan, than break in 
upon the Brotherly Union we have ſworn to each other: 
You judged right; tor it you had once gone, you would 


-1nſenfibly have been engaged to leave me togoand pay your 


Re ſpects to him: But do you think it an eaſy Matter, ab- 
ſolutely to refuſe the Sultan, what he fo earneſtly deſires; 
for Sultans will be obeyed in their Deſires, and it may be 
dangerous to oppoſe them; therefore it to follow my In- 
clination, I ſhould diſſwade you from ſhewing your Com- 
plaiſance he expects from you, he may expoſe you to his 
Reſentment, and may render my ſelf, and you, miſerable. 
Theſe are my Sentiments; but before we conclude on any 
Thing, led us conſult the Talking Bird, and hear what he 
ſays. He is penetrating, and has promiſed his Aſſiſtance in 
all Difficulties. SO + 

The Princeſs Parizade ſent for the Cage, and after ſhe 
had related the Fact to the Bird in the Preſence of her Bro- 
thers, ſhe asked him, what they ſhould do in thoſe per · 
plexed Circumſtances ? The Bird anſwered ; The Princes 
your Brothers muſt conform with the Sultan's Pleaſure, 
and in their Turn, invite him to come and ſee your Houle, 

But Bird, reply d the Princeſs, my Brothers and I love 


one another, and our Friendſhip is unparallelled: Will not 


this Step be injurious to that Friendſhip ? Not at all, reply d 


the Bird, but it will become ſtronger thereby. Then an- 
8 uwered 
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Frered the Princeſs, The Sultan ſhall ſce me. The Bird 


rold her, it was neceſſary he ſhould, and that every Thing 
would go better afterwards. e 2 


Tue next Morning the Princes met the Sultan a bunting, 


who, when he came near enough to them, to be heard, 
asked them if they had remembred to ſpeak to their Siſter? 
and was anſwered by Prince Bahman, Sir, your Majeſty 


may diſpoſe of us as you pleaſe; we are ready toobey you; 
for we have not only obtain: d our Siſter's Conſent, with a 
great deal of Eale, but ſhe took it amiſs, that we ſhould 


X P3y her that Deference, in a Matter wherein our Duty to 


your Majeſty was concerned: But you are ſo good, that if 
we have offended, we hope you will pardon us. Don't be 
uneaſy upon that Account, reply'd the Sultan, I am ſo far 
from taking what you have done amiſs, that ] approve of 
it, and hope you will have the ſame Deference and Attach- 


ment to my Perſon, for the little Share I have in your 


Friendſhip, The Princes confounded at the Sultan's Good- 


-neſs, returned no other Anſwer, but by a low Bow, to 


ſhew the great Retpect, with which they received it. 
The Sultan, contrary to his uſual Cuſtom, did not hunt 
long that Day ; he judged, that the Princes Wir, was equal 


to their Courage and Bravery, and longed, with Impatience, 


to be more at Liberty to diſcourſe with them ; he made 
them ride on each Side of him, which Honours, without 


ſpeaking ot the principal Courtiers, was envied by the 


Grand Viſier, who was very much mortified to ſee them 
pr. ferred before him. 5 
When the Sultan entred his Capital, the Eyes of the 


People, who ſtood in Crowds in the Streets, were fixed 


only upon the two Princes, Bahman and Fervix, and they 


were earneſt to know, who they might be, whether Fo- 


reigners or Natives? 
However, they all wiſned, that the Sultan had been bleſ- 


fed with two ſuch handſome lovely Princes; and ſaid, he 


might have had Children as old, if the Sultaneſs had not 
had ſuch Misfortunes in her Lyings in. | 

The firſt Thing, that the Sultan did, when he arrived at 
his Palace, was to carry the Princes into the principal A- 
part ment, who praiſed with Judgment, the Beauty and 


Symmetry of the Rooms, and the Richneſs of the Furni- 
ture andOrnaments. Atterwards a magnificent Repaſt was 
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ſer ved up, and the Sultan made them ſit at the ſame Table 
with him, which they, at firſt, refuſed, but finding, that it 
was his Pleaſure, they at laſt obeyed. _ 85 

The Sultan, who had himſelt a great deal of Wit, and 
had made aconfiderable Progreſs in the Arts and Sciences, 
and particularly in Hiſtory, foreſaw, that the Princes out of 
Modeſty, and Reſpect, would not take the Liberty of be- 
ginning any Converſ:tion; therefore to give them an Op- 
portunity, he furniſned them with Subject all Dinner- 
Time; dut whatever they talked on, they ſnewed ſo much 
Wit, judgment, and Diſcernment, that he was ſtruck 

with Admiration. Were theſe my own Children, ſaid he 
to himſelf, and | had given them all the Education ſuitable 
to their Births, they could not have been better in- 
ſtructed, or known more: In ſhort, he took ſo great a 
Pleaſure in their Converſation, that after having fat at Ta · 
ble longer than uſual, he went into his Cloſet, where he diſ- 
courſed a long Time with them, and at laſt faid to them, I 
never believed, that there were young Gentlemen in the 
Country, who had ſo much Wit and Politeneſs; and I ne- 
ver was better pleaſed in my Life, with any Converſation: 
But it is T-me now we ſhould regale our Senfeswith ſome 
Niverſions of my Court; and as nothing is more capable 
of enlivening the Mind, than Mutick, you ſhall hear a Vo- 
cal and Inſtrumental Conſort, which may not be diſagree- 
able to you. | | 

Th: Sultan no ſooner ſpoke for them, but the Muſicians, 
who had Orders to attend, entered, and anſwered very well 
the Expectations the Princes had entertained of their Abi- 
lities. After the Conſort, an extraordinary Play was acted, 
and the Entertainment was concluded by ſome excellent 
Dancers, both Men and Women. 

The two Princes ſeeing Night draw on apace, proſtra» 
ted themſelves at the Sultan's Feet; and having firſt thank- 
ed him for the Favours, and Honour they had received, ask- 
ed his Leave to retire, which was granted them by the Sul- 
tan, who ſaid, | give you my Leave to go; but remember, 
brought you to my Palace, my ſelf, to ſhew you the 
Way; and the oftner you come. the welcomer you ſhall 
be; and you will do me the greater Pleaſure. 
phefore they went out of the Sultan's Preſence, Prince 
Bahman aid, Sir, ſhall we ſo bold, as to beg of your Majeſ- 
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ty, to do us, and our Siſter, the Fayour, next Time you 
paſs near our Houſe a hunting, to call to reſt and retreſh 

your ſelt, after the Fatigue: It is not worthy your Pre- 
{ence; but Monarchs ſometimes have vouchſafed to take 

Shelter in a Hut. Gentlemen, reply'd the Sultan, your 

Houſe cannot. be otherwiſe than beautiful, and worthy of 

you. I'll call and ſeeit with Pleaſure, which will be the 
greater, to have you, and your fair Siſter, tobe my Hoſts, 

who is already dear to me, before I have ſeen her, from the 

Account you give meot the rare Qualities with which ſhe 
is endowed ; and this Satisfaction I'll defer no longer than 

till to Morrow : Meet me to Morrow Morning early, at 

the ſame Place, where ! firſt ſaw you; and then you ſhall 

be my Guides. | | 

When the Pi inces, Bahman and Pervix went Home; 
they gave the Princeſs Parixade an Account ot the honou- 
| Table Reception the Sultan had given them; and witha!, 
told her, that they had invited him, to do them the Ho- 
nour, as he paſſed by, to call at their Houſe, and that he 
had appointed the next day. 5 N 

If it be ſo, reply d the Princeſs, we muſt think preſent- 
ly of preparing a Repaſt fit for his. Majeſty: and for that 
End, | think, it would be proper we ſhould conſult the 
Talking Bird; he will teil us, perhaps, what Meats the 
Sultan likes beſt. The Princes approved of her Thought, 
and after they retired, ſhe conſulted the Bird alone. Bird, 
laid ſhe, the Sultan will do us the Honour to Morrow, to 
come and ſee us, and our Houſe, What ſtall we entertain 
him with? Tell us what we ſhall do to acquit our ſelves, 
in the moſt handſome Manner poſſible. 

Good Miſtreſs, reply'd the Bird, you have excellent 
Cooks, let them do the beſt they can ; but above all 
Things, let them prepare a Diſh of Cucumbers, ſtuffed 
full of Pearls, which muſt be ſet before the Sultan in the 
firſt Courſe, before all other Meats. 

Cucumbers ſtuffed full of Pearls! cry'd Princeſs Pari- 
zade, with Amazement ; ſurely, Bird, you don't know 
what you ſay; 'tis an unheard of Diſh + The Sultan may 
admire it fora Piece of Magnificence ; but he will want 
ſomething to eat, and not to admire Pearls: But more- 
over, where ſhall I get Pearls enough for ſuch a Dilh, 
Vol. XII. N Miſtreſs, 
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Miſtreſs, ſaid the Bird, do what Ibid you, and do. not 
be uneaſy at what ſhall happen. As to the Pearls, go early 
to Morrow Morning, to the Foot ot the firſt Tree, on 
your right Hand, in the Park, and dig under it, and you 
will find hat you want. 1 | 
That Night the Princeſs ordered a Gardiner to be ready 
to wait on her; and the next Morning early, took him 
with her, and carried him tothe Tree the Bird told her of, 
and bid him dig about a Foot deep. When the Gardiner 
came to the Depth, he found ſome Reſiſtance with the 
Spade, and preſently diſcovered a Gold Box, about a Foot 
Square, which he ſhewed the Princeſs. This, ſaid ſhe, 
178 3 brought thee for; take care not to hurt it with 
thy Spade. | | 

* en the Gardiner took up the Box, he gave it into 

the Princeſs Hands, who, as it was only faſtned with 
little Haſps, ſoon opened it, and found it full of Pearls, of 

a moderate Size. Very well fatisfied with having found 
this Treaſure, after ſhe had ſnhut the Box again, ſhe clapt 
It under her Arm, and went into the Houſe, while the Gar- 
diner threw the Earth into the Hole, and laid the green 
Turt on again, as before. | TY. 
The Princes, Bahman and Pervix, who, as they were 
dreſſing themſelves in their own Apartments, ſaw the 
-Princeſs, their Siſter, in the Garden, earlier than uſual: 
As ſoon as they could get dreſſed, they went to go to her, 
and met her, as ſne was coming back, with a Gold Box 
under her Arm, which very much ſurprized them. Siſter, 
Aaid Bahman, you carried nothing with you, when we 
Jaw you before with the Gardiner, and now we ſee you 
have got a Golden Box: Was this Treaſure found by the 
Gardiner, and did he come and tell you of it? 

No, Brother, anſwered the Princeſs, I carried the Gar- 
diner to the Place where this Coffer was hid, and ſhewed 
bim where to dig: But you will be more amazed, when 

you ſee what it boſds. Oe 
© The Princeſs opened the Box, and when the Princes 
ſaw the conſiderable Quantity of Pearls, which, tho' ſmall, 
were of great Value, they asked her, how ſhe came to 
the Knowledge of this Treaſure? The Princeſs, as they re- 
turned back to the Houſe, gave them an Account of her 
| con- 


CS | 

conſulting; the Bird, as they had agreed ſhe ſhovld, and 

the Anſwer he gave her, to prepare a Diſh of Cucumbers, 

ſtuffed full of Pearls, and how he had told her, where to 
find this Box. The Princes and Princeſs raiſed a great ma- 

ny Conjectures, to penetrate into what the Bid could 

mean by fucha Diſh; and tho* they could not by any means 
gueſs at his Reaſon tor ſo doing, they nevertheleſs follow) 
ed his Advice. | VVV 

As ſoon as the Princeſs got into the Houſe ſhe called for 
the Head- Cook ; and atter ſhe had given him Direction a- 
bout the Entertainment for the Sultan, ſne ſaid to him, Be- 
ſides all this, you muſt drefs an extraordinary Diſh for 
the Sultan's awn Eating, which no Body elſe muſt toueh 
beſides your ſeif. This Diſh muſt be Cucumbers ſtuffed 
with theſe Pearls; and at the ſame Time ſhe opened the 
Box, and ſhewed him the Pearls. | | 

The chief Cook, whe had never heard of ſuch a D:ſh, 
ſtarted back, and ſbew«d, by his Looks, his Thoughts, 
which the Princeſs penetrating into, ſaid, I fee thou takeſt 
me to be mad, ta order ſuch aDiſh ; but thou muſt know, 
I. have my Reaſons for ſa coing; therefore goand do the 
beſt thou canſt, and bring me back what Pears are loft. 
The Cook made no reply, but took the Box and went a- 
way. And afterwards the Princeſs gave Directions to all 
the Servants; to have every thing in Order, both in the 
Houſe and Gardens, to receive the Sultan. | 

The two Princes went to the Place appointed; and as 
foon as the Sultan of Perſia came, they * 2 a Chaſe, 
which laſted till the Heat ot the Sun obliged them to leave 
off; and while Prince Babman ſtayed to conduct the Sul» 
tan to their Houſe, Prince Perviz rode beforeto inform 
the Princeſs Parixade, who had been told, by ſome Ser- 
pants before, and was ready to receive him. 

When the Sultan entred the Court Yard, and light at the 
Porch, the Princeſs Parizade came and threw her ſelf at 
— Feet, and the two Princes iatormed him, ſhe was their 

er. 

The Sdltan ſtooped to help her up, and after he had gaz- 
ed ſome Time on her Pezuty. and was dazzled with her 
good Mien, noble Air, ard a Jens Scai Moi, which ſcem- 
ed foreign to a Country Life, he ſaid ; The Brothers are 

| N. 2. 2 worthy 
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worthy the Siſter, and ſhe worthy of them; and to judge 
of her Senſe by her Perſon, J am not amazed, that the Bro- 
thers would do nothing without her Conſent: But added 
he, I hope to be better acquainted with you, Madam, after 
1 have ſeen the Houſe, 

Sir, ſaid the Princeſs, it is only a plain Country-Houſe, 
and fit for none but ſuch People as we are, who live retired 
trom the World : It is not to be compared with the Boulſes 
in great Cities, much leſs with ſuch a magnificent Palace 
as yours. I am of another Opinion, ſaid the Sultan, very 
obligingly ; for by its firſt Appearance, it ſeems otherwiſe. 
However, I won't paſs my Judgment any farther upon it, 
till J have ſeen it all; therefore be pleaſed to conduct me 
thro' the Apartments. | 

Then the Princes led the Sultan thro' all the Rooms but 
the Hall, who after he had conſidered them very atientive- 
ly, was mightly taken, both with them and their Furni- 
ture. My fair one, ſaid he to the Princeſs Parixade, do 
you call this a Country-Houſe ? The fineſt, and largeſt 
Cities would ſoon be deſerted, if all Country-Houſes were 
like yours. I am not all furprized, that you take fo much 
Delight in it, and deſpiſe the Town ſo much : Now let 
me ſee, if the Gardens be anſwerab'ec to the Houſe. 

The Princeſs opened a Door into the Garden; and the 

firſt Object, which preſented it ſelf to the Sultan's View, 
was the Golden Fountain. Surprized at ſo rare a Sight, 
he asked, from whence that wonderful Water, which gave 
him ſo much Pleaſure, hadtts Riſe? and by what Art it was 
made to play ſo high, that nothing in the World was to be 
compared to it? and faid he would, by and by, take a near- 

er View of it. | 3 

Then the Princeſs led him to the Spot where the har- 
monious Tree was planted ; and there the Sultan heard a 
Conſort, which was different from, and exceeded all the 
Conſorts he had ever heard in his Lite; and ſtopping to ſee 

where the Muficians were, he could diſcern no Body, ei- 
ther far or near; but ſtill heard the Muſick diſtinctly, which 
raviſh'd his Senfes. My fair one, ſaid he to the Princeſs 
Farixade, where are the Muſicians : Are they under 
Ground, or inviſible in the Air; for certainly, ſuch excel- 
Tent charming Voiees, will not run the Hazard of being 
ſeen, for fear they ſnould pleaſe too much. | 


Sir, 
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Sir, anſwered the Princeſs ſmiling, tis the Tree, your 
Majeſty ſees before you, and not Muſicians, which form 
this Copſort; and if yon will gize your {elf the Trouble 
to goa little nearer to it, you will not doubt ot it; and the 
Voices will be the more diſtinct. 2 8 8 
The Sultan went nearer, and was ſo charmed with the 
ſweet Harmony, that he could have ſtay'd for ever, to 
hear it; but that his Deſire to ſee the Fountain of Vellovo 
Water nearer, forc'd him away. Fair one, {aid he, tell 
me I pray you, whetherthis wonderful Tree was found 
in your Garden by Chance, or if it was a Preſent made 
you from Hans Foreign Country? For certainly, it muſt * 
have come à great way off, otherwiſe, curicus as l am of 
theſe Rarities, I ſhould have heard of it? What Name do 
you call it by? | , 

Sir, reply d the Princeſs, this Tree has no other Name 
than that of the Singing Free, and is not a Native of this 
Country. It will be too long to tell you here the Adven- 
tures relating to it, the Yellow Water, and the Talking 
Bird, which your Majeſty may ſee after the Golden Wa- 
ter; but if it may be agreeable to your Majeſty, after you 
haverefreſh'd your ſelf, and recovered the Fatigue of Hun- 
ting, which was the greater, becauſe of the Suy's intenſo 
Heat, you ſhall hear it. | | 5 

My fair one, reply'd the Sultan, my Fatigue is fo well 

recompenſed, by the wonders you bave ſhewn me, that 
I am not in the leaſt weary, but am impatient to ſee the 
Yellow Water, and admire the Talking Bird. | 
When the Sultan came to the Yellow Water, his Eyes 
were fixed ſteadfaſtly upon the Fountain, that he could 
not take them off; at laſt, addreſſing himſelf tothe Prin · 
ceſs, he ſaid. As you. tell me, fair One, that this Water 
has no Spring, nor Communication hereabout, by any 
Means whatſoever, Lapprehend, that it is Foreign, as well 
 astheSipging Tree. | : 

Sir, reply d the Princeſs, it is as your Majeſty fays, and 

to let you know, that this Water has no Communication 
with any Spring, ] muſt tell you that the Baſon, is one in- 
tire Stone, hew'd out in that Form: But what your Ma- 
jeſty may think moſt wonderful. is, that all this Water pro- 
ceeded but from one Flaggon-full, which I threw.into this 
Balon, which increaſed 7 it ſelt to the Quantity you 15 
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fa particular Quality of this Water) and form'd this Foun- 
tain. Well, iaid the Sultan, going from the Fountain, 
| this is enough for one Time; I promiſe my ſelf the Plea- 
ſure to come and viſit it very often; but now, let us go ſee 
the Talking Bird. _ 

Going towards the Hall, the Sultan perceived a prodigi- 
ous Number of Singing Birds, in the Trees thereabouts, 
and asked, why there were ſo many there, and none on 
the other Trees in the Garden? The Reaſon, Sir, anſwered 
the Princeſs, is, becauſe they come from all Parts about, to 
keep the talking Bird company, which your Majeſty may 
perceive in a Cage, juſt by the Window of the Hall we are 
going into; and if you do but mind, you will perceive, that 
his Notes are ſweeter than all the Birds, even the Nigh- 
tingal's. 85 

The Sult in went into the Hall; and as the Bird kept 
ſinging, the Princeſs raiſed her Voice, ſaid, My Slave, here's 
the Sutan, pay your Compliment to him. The Bird left 
off ſinging that Inſtant, and ſaid, The Sultan is welcome 
here; God proſper him, and prolong his Lite: To which 
the Sultan reply d, as he was fitting down at the Table, 
Bird, I thank thee, and am overjoyed to find in thee, the 
Sultan, and King of Birds. | 

As ſoon as the Sultan ſaw the Diſh of Cucumbers ſet bes 
fore him, he reached out his Hand, and took one; bur 
when he cut it he was in an extream Sur prize, to find it 
ſtuffed with Pearls. What Novelty is this, ſaid he? and 
wirn what Deſign were theſe Cucumbers ſtuffed thus with 
Pearls? ſince Pearls are not to be eat ? then he looked at the 
two Princes, and the Princeſs, to ask them the Meaning 
of it; when the Bird interrupting him, ſaid, Can your 
Majeſty be in {o great an Aſtoniſhment at Qucumbers ſtuf- 
fed with Pearls, which you ſee with your own Eyes, and 
yet could ſo eaſily believe, that the Sultaneſs your Wife was 
delivered of a Dog, a Cat, anda Piece of Wood. I believe 
it, reply'd the Sultan, becauſe the Midwives aſſured me of 
it. Thoſe Midwives, Sir, reply'd the Bird, were the Sul- 
taneſs's Siſters, who envious of her Happineſs, in being 
preferred by your Majeſty, before them, to ſatisfy their 
Envy and Revenge, have abuſed your Majeſty ſo ea- 
fily, If you interrogate them, they will confeſs their 
Crime, The Two Brothers, and the Siſter, whom You 
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ſee before you, are your own Children, which were ex- 
poſed, and received by the Intendant of your Gardens, 
who provided Nurſes for them, and took care of their 
Education. 5 
This Diſcourſe of the Bird's preſently clearæd up the Sul- 
tan's Underſtanding. Bird, cryed he, I eaſily believe the 
Truth, which thou diſcovereſt to me. The Inclination 
and Tenderneſs, I have always had for them, tell me but 


too plaimy, they are my own Blood. Come then, my 


Children, and embrace me, and let me give you the firit 
Marks of a Fatherly Tenderneſs. Then he roſe up, and 
after having kiſſed the two Princes, and the Princeſs, and 
mingled his Tears with theirs, be ſaid, I now embrace 
you as my own Children of the Royal Blood of the Sultans 
of Perſia, whoſe Honour and Glory, I am perſwaded, you 
will maintain; and not as the Children of the Intendant 
of my Gardens; to whom ! have been very muchobliged 
for preſerving your Lives. A 
After the two Princes and the Princeſs had embraced 
mutually, with an intirely new Satisfaction, the Sultan 


ſatdown at the Table again with them, and preſſed them 


to eat; and when they had done, he ſaid, My Children, 
you know me to be your Father; to Morrow I will bring 
you the Sultaneſs, your Mother; therefore prepare to re- 
ceive her. | | 

Afterwards the Sultan mounted his Horſe, and returned 
in all Haſte to his Capital, where the firſt Thing he did, 
as ſoon as he light, was, to command his Grand-Vizier 
to take out a Proceſs againft the Sultaneſs's two Siſters, and 
take them, and have them examined, and interrogated ſe- 
parately; and accordingly they were try d, and condemned 
to be quartered, which Sentence was put in Execution im- 
mediately. 

In the mean Time the Sultan Khoſroufehah, followed by 
all the Lords of his Court, who were then preſent, went 
to the Door of the great Moſque; and after he had taken 
the Sultaneſs out of the ſtrict Confinement, ſhe had lan- 
guiſned under, for many Years, he faid to her, with Tears 
in his Eyes, and embracing her in the miſerable Condition 
ſhe was then in, I come, Madam, to ask your pardon for 
the injuſtice L have done you, and to make you the Repara- 
tion | ought to do; which I have begun, by puniſhing the 

; Perſons, 


Ls 
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Perſons, who put the abominable Cheat upon me; and 
I hope, you will look upon it as ſufficient, when I preſent. 
to you two accompliſhed Princes, and a charming lovely 
Princeſs, our Children, and reſtore you to your former 
Honours. All this was done and ſaid before great Crowds 
of People, who immediately ſpread the News through- 
out the Fown. 3 | 
The next Morning early, the Sultan and Sultaneſs, 
whoſe mournful Weeds were changed into magnificent 
Habits, went with all their Court to the Houſe built by the 
Intendant of the Gardens, where the Sultan preſented the 
Princes, Bahman and Perviz, and tie Princeſs Parizade, 
to the Sultaneſs, Theſes Madam, ſaid he, are the two 

Princes your Sons, and this Princeſs. your Daughter; em- 
brace them with the ſame Tenderneſs l have done, figce 
they are worthy, both of me and you. Then Tears flow-- 
ed.plenritully down their Cheeks, at theſe tender Embra- 
ces, eſpecially, the Sultaneſs's, for the Joy of having two 
ſuch Princes tor her Sons, and ſuch a Princeſs for a Daugh-- 
ter, after the Afflictions ſhe had endured upon their Ac- 
Counts. 6; 

The two. Princes and the Princeſs prepared a magniſi- 
cent Repaſt for the Sultan and Sultane ſs, and their Court, 
As ſoon as that was over, the Sultan led the Sultaneſs into 
the Garden, 2nd ſhewed her the harmonious Tree, and 
beautiful Fountain. As for the Bird ſhe had fren him in. 
his Cage; and the Sultan had ſpared ro Panegyrick in his 
Praiſe, during the Repaſt. 

When there was nothing to detain the Sultanary longer 
he took Horſe again, and with the Princes, Bahman and 
Pervix, on his right and left Hand, and the Sultaneſs and 
the Princeſs allowing them, preceded. and followed by 
all the Officers of his Court, according to their Poſts, re- 
turned back to his Capital. Crowds of People came out 
to meet them, and with Acciamations of Joy uſher'd. 
them into the City, where ail the Peoples Eyes were 
not only upon the Sultaneſs, the two Princes and the 
Princeſs, but alſo upon the Bird, which the Princeſs carri- 
ed before her in his Cage, and who. by his ſweet Notes, 
ad drawn Flocks of all Sorts of Birds about him, which 
followed him, by flying from Tree to Tree, and from 
one Houſe Top to anocher; and nothing was to be Fon 
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and heard all that Night, but Illuminations, and Acclama- 
tions of Joy, from the Palace, to the utmoſt Parts of the 
Town. | | | F 

The Sultan of the Indies could not but admire the pro- 
digious Memory of the Sulraneſs his Wife, who had en- 
tertained and diverted him ſo many Nights with ſuch new 
and agreeable Stories, that he believed her Stock was in- 
exhauſtible. 

A tfouſand and one Nights had paſſed away in theſe 
agreeable and innocent Amuſements, which contributed 
ſo much towards removing the Sultan's fatal Prejudice a- 
— all Women; and {weetning the Violence of his 

'emper, that he conceived a great Eſteem. for the Sulta- 
neſs Scheheraxade, and was convinced of her Merit and 
great Wiſdom, and remembred with what Courage ſhe 
expoſed her {elf voluntarily to be his Wife, knowing the fa- 
tal Deſtiny of the many Sultaneſſes before her. 

Theſe Conſiderations, and the many rare Qualities he 
knew her to be Miſtreſs of, induced him at laſt to forgive 
her. I ſee lovely Scheheraxade, ſaid he, that you can ne- 
ver be at a loſs for theſe Sort of Stories to divert me; there- 
fore I renounce, in your Favour, the cruel Law I had im- 
poſed on my ſelt; and Iwill have you to be looked upon, 
as the Delivererof the many Damſels I had re ſolved to have 
ſacrificed to my unjuſt Reientm enn. 
Ihe Sultaneſs caſt herſelfat his Feet, and embraced them 

with the Marks ot a moſt lively and ſincere Acknowledg- 

ment. | | 
The Grand Vizier was the firſt that learned this agree- 
able News trom the Sultan's own Mouth, which preſent- 
ly was carried to all the Towns, and Provinces ; and gain- 
ed the Sultan, and the lovely Scheherazade, the Bleſſings 
of all the People of the large Empire of the Indies. 


The End of the Twelfth and laſt Volume of the 
Arabian Nights Entertainment 
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